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HA-1023 
I{[l.SON-DIXCJ LIN:S: I<ILZ.STCN:E lW. 36(38) 
Fawn Grove, Pennsylvania 
?ublic/private 

1766 (reset 1902 & 1979) 

Milestone Ho. 36(38), an original of 17667tm~~~s 0fi~§~ga~n~i£i±on's 36th 

horizontal mile west of the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning point 

of their 230.228-mile West Line, a parallel of latitude and the longest of their 

survey lines run and marked to define tne boundary between the English provinces 

of l·'.aryland and Pennsylvania. As with all original ·.fost i_.ine monuments, t:i.is 

milestone is an embellished oolitic limestone post with a lov.; pyramidal top (now 

misshapen), quarried and carved in ..:.ngland, and originally measuring about 12" 

square by about 4;~' long, cut to stand about 3' above ground. The capital letters 

P and M were cut to face their respective provinces, Pennsylvania on the north 

and Viaryland on the south; with the east and west sides left plain, with fluting 

and margins only. During the 1900-03 Resurvey of the 1'1aryland-Pennsylvania boundary, 
nresumqbl:v 

this I:J.ilestohe was; re-set to stand about 1}2' above ground, and following a break 

it was repaired and reset in 1979 to stand about l' above a reworked foundation. 

It is in deteriorated condition from severe weathering, chipping of all surfaces, 

and smears of cement at the time of repair. The top is formless and with a pit 

instead of ah a~ex. Despite this disfigurement, Ho. 36(38) is significant on the 

federal and state levels as one of a series of 135 original Eason and Dixon 

monuments still standinc along the ~est Line, a boundary famous for its historical 

impact and innovative survey methods. Locally, as one of 17 original monuments 

remaining along the present ~arford/York county boundary (3 cro~nstones, 14 

milestones), it is also significant as one of the few and diminishing number of 

objects and structures with a visually identifiable relationship to the colonial 

and Civil Aar heritage of these two counties. 
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;:)urvey Ho. HA-1023 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST i·Iagi :: o. 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

BOUNDARY MARKERS A.Lot~G r:::;; H.l.\.SON-DIXON LINE (TH3r,:ATIC GROUP) 

(Hason and Dixon's) ·:lest :Wine, 3.Sth l'lile Stone 

AND/OR COMMON 

Mason-Dixon Line: Milestone No. 36(1900-03 Resurvey Monument No. 38) 

fJLOCATION (not for publication) 
STREET& NUMBER north side of Hason-Dixon Road 

CITY. TOWN 

:fawn Grove .Jl VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Pennsylvania 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS tr/A 
_DISTRICT .XPuBLIC _OCCUPIED 

-BUILDING($) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISlh~AN ACCESSIBLE 
x__OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED )(_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

:Vill: 2 I PA : 19 
COUNTY 

MD: Harford I PA: York 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_MUSEUM 

__ PACIK 

_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 
state 

LOTHE.R 
m>undary marker 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument only; see Thematic Group NR nomination form) 

NAME State of Maryland/Comr.ionwealth of Pennsylva_nj_,a # 
'l'el.ephone : 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION N/A 
(see surrounding property ownership list) 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Harford County Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE 

STATE I zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

(also see ThematictGrouu NR) nomina ion 'I orm 

ii.A-1023 entered (c. 1970?) _FEDERAL X..STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN 

Earyland Historical Trust 

Annapolis ~TATE Viaryland 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

LDETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

LUNALTERED 

__ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

ilORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milestone ~o. 36(38) marks Mason and Dixon's 36th horizontal mile west 

of the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning point of their 230.228-mile 

~est Line. It is an original milestone of 1766, at its original site, unaltered 

but in deteriorated condition; reset in 1902 and repaired in 1979. 

The area llere is rural, almost entirely farmlands, sparsely settled. 

The site is within Harford County's Election .Jistrict 4, York County's Fawn 

Grove Township; about 1 mile southwest of the center of the town of ?awn Grove, 

Pennsylvania; about 11{;. miles northwest of the seat tered crossroads settler:-ient 

of Harkins, ;;aryland; on the north side of L:..son-Dixon Road about 700' \Jest 

of its junction with Onion Road/T-584; about 3' above road grade level in a 

cleared bank, about 2 1 fro;,; the edge of the road and identified by a /:1-~!ffonal 
Geodetic Survey w,!itness .t'ost" mounted on a metal standard a few feet a·..ray. 

rhe site is visible from the road, all seasons. 

The milestone, originally set in 1766, like all other original Mason and 

Dixon '.Jest Line monuments, is an embellished oolitic limestone :post •,.;i tn a lt 

pyramidal top, was quarried and carved in .i:.:ngland, r:easured about 12" square 

by about ~~· long and was cut to stand about 3' above ground. At the time of 

the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary, No. 36(38) was 

presumably reset to stand about li2' above ground. Sometime prior to 1979 it 

was broken off in a vehicular accident, end tte site resurveyed by the National 

Geodetic Survey, the base (below ground portion of the stone) found, and the 

top recemented in 1979 so as to cover the break. It now stands about l' above 

its additional foundation, very chipped, weatherworn, smeared with cement, and 

the M/~Rdt~~u~~fi€h (Maryland) side appear to have begftP~~~~r~~~~er?EeJRo~~B 
side facing ~'ennsylvania is intact,but the top and side edge~l~adly chipped; 

some fluting remains on the west and east sides, but no margins and \dth much 
_ or f~uting 

chipping along all edges. ho top planes1 remarn; only a rounded top ~ith a pit 

instead of an apex in the center and all edges and corners very chipped and 

weotherworn. Jue to weather and other circumstances at the time it was officiall) 

f 
. ( _ thls br~ak a.rid 

repaired, the foundation was le t in a rough state. For aetai~s 01;repa1r see 

files of tile .~aryland Geological Survey.) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (see 'J..1 hema tic 3roup ~Lt nomin2, ti on 
for.l)l for fdescri otion2. of )the oric;inal ···as on anu :Jixon monuments c..nd the 1900-03 
metnoa o reset~ing ~nem 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

'RE HISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

x.1 700-1 799 

x. 1 800- 1 899 

_1900-

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

--AGRICULTURE 

__ARCHITECTURE 

__ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

:,{EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_INDUSTRY X..POLITICSIGOVERNMENT x_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION boundary surveying 

SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 1902 & 1979~ Charles Hason 2.< Jeremiah Dixon 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Milestone N~ 36(38) is significant on the federal and state levels 

primarily as one of a series of 135 original l~son and Dixon monuments still 

standing along their 230 .228-mile ":lest Line, the boundary com:monly known since 

Civil ~ar times as the Mason-Dixon ~ine, famous for its historical impact and 

innovative survey methods. fhe site was preliminarily surveyed in 1765 and 

the milestone first set the following year, where it remains to the present 

tirre, although believed reset in 1902 during the course of the 1900-03 ~esurvey 

of the ~aryland-Pennsylvania boundary, and again in 1979, the top ~~ving been 

broken off in a vehicular accident. Locally, No. 36(38) is also significant, 

as one of a diminishing number of objects and structures 1-.'i.th a visually 

identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil ·,-:ar heritage of Harford/York 

counties, this milestone being one of 17 original monuments remaining along 

their pre.sent common bounde.ry. 

:t:IIS'rG::<Y Ai.ID SUPPORT (see I'hen:J. tic Group National Register nomine.tion form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



.:)urvey =~ o. :-:;.-102 3 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre 

~,uadrangle name: Fawn Grove (Haryland-Pennsylvania), USGS 7.5 l!linute series, 
scale 1:24000 

UTX reference: zone 18, easting 37418, northing 439762 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION n/" 
... \j J.:1. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY narford 

STATE 
Pennsylvania 

COUNTY 
York 

mFORM PREPARED BY (also see form prepared by JeRn i:wing c. 1970) 
NAME I TITLE 

Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason-Dixon Line boundary marker surveyor) 

ORGANIZATION DATE (site surveyed 
~aryland iiistorical Trust/~aryland Geological·Survey 

STREET & NUMBER 

12/12/79 ·.-1i th Jean .:::wing) 

14308 Mount ;. venue 
CITY OR TOWN 

Phoenix 

TELEPHONE 

381/472-2128 
STATE 
i-Iaryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
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