
AB3T~ACT 

rl.n-1024 
MASON-DIXON LINE: l•:ILESTOliE NO. 39(41) 
Norrisville, Maryland vicinity 
Public/private 

1766 (reset 1902) 

Hiles tone No. 39( 41), an original of 1766, marks llason and. Dixon 1 s 39th 

horizontal mile -.vest of the initial stone at the northeast corner of l>ia~7land, 

the beginning of their 230.228-mile ~vest Line, longest of their survey lines run 

and marLed durine; their 1763-68 commission to define the boundary between the 

En;lish provinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania. It is an embellished oolitic 

limestone post with a low pyramidal top, quarried and carved in Ent;land, and 

oricinally measuring about 12" square by about 4;2• long, cut to stand about 3' 

above ground. Reset to stand about l}i' high in 1902, during the course of the 

1900-03 Resurvey of the l~ryland-Pennsylvania bound&ry, it now stands only about 

8" · · h · · d d. t· lt d d/in nlace firnl;r . n ni~, is in goo con i ion, una ere an at i~s ori~inai survey point. ihe 

capital letters P on the north (Pennsylvania) side and E on the south (Maryland) 

side and their circle panels are clear and intact, as is most of the fluting; 

but all edges and corners are chipped, soce recently; and the future of this stone 

is creatly endangered by/~~~l~g~n~W~t¥!rm machinery. Gn the federal and state 

levels, No. 39(41) is significant primarily as one of a series of 135 oricinal 

Lason and Dixon monuments still standing along the ·.lest Line, comnonly known since 

Civil ~lar times as the l<ason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical impact and 

innovative survey methods. Locally, as one of 17 original monuments remaining 

along the present Harford/York county boundary (3 cro,mstones, 14 milestones), 

this milestone is also significant as one of a diminishinG number of objects 

and structures with a visually identificable relationship to tne colonial and 

Civil ~ar heritage of these two counties. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC (Mason and Dixon's) ~est Line, 39th hile Stone 

AND/OR COMMON 

Eason-Dixon Line: 1-~ilestone No. 39 (1900-03 Resurvey l·:onument ,;.~o. 41) 

fJLOCATION (not for publication) 

STREET& NUMBER off ·.vest sicie of ... eu .i:;cc,c.rk Road/ .. ~;-\. A-1786 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

l~orrisvil 1 e L VICINITY OF 

STATE 
l·:ar:rland 

llCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ~v1 ... 
_DISTRICT LPUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

-BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUIS~~pN ACCESSIBLE 
X..OBJECT '"' A ;){..YES RESTRICTED _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

hD: 2 I PA: 19 
COUNTY 

ViD: Harford / PA: York 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_MUSEUM 

__ PA~K 

_PRJVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORT A TIO!'>< 

LOTHER state 
=naundar:l ri~ rker 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument only; see 'lher:1atic Group IT.rt nomination form) 

NAME State of ~aryland/Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Telephone #: 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION n/a 
rsee surrounding property ownerstip list) 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

STATE I zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

lf!llREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (also see '.lhematictGrouo HR) &Iii nomina ion 1:orm 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

iiarford County distoric si•es Inventory 

tlA-1024 entered ( C • 1970?) _FEDERAL X-5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

;.,aryl<ecnd .distorical '.L'rust 

STATE 
Annapolis Lary land 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

LGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

JWNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

0urvey : . o. :Il.;.-102 !+ 

CHECK ONE 

X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A~D l1RIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

l':ilestone .lfo. 39( 41) marks l·~ason and :Jixon' s 39th horizontal mile west of 

the initial stone at the northe<J.st corner of liaryland, t~:e oeginning point of 
. . . of 1766 ; n ~9od condit:i.on 

their 230.228-mile ·,Jest Line. It is an orit;inal i:11lestone,7un&l.tered, and at 
i~s ori~inal site, reset filore securely in 1~02 during the course of the 1900-03 

iiesurvey of the ··iarylano.-Pennsylvania boundary, but now standinG only &bout 8 11 

i1igh. 
rhe area here is rural, rollin0 farmland, S)arsely settled. lhe site is 

located about l;.2 rJiles southwest of ti1e villageof 1;e\·! Park, Pennsylvania; :.:.bout 

1;2 ::iiles north-northeast of the village of ~:orrisville, ~iaryland; in the middle 

of an unfenced cornfield, about 200' west of the road (about 300' south~est of 

a two-story red brick house to the north). It can be seen froc the road when 

crops are dormant or harvested, but completely obscured durinG the growing 

seasons. 

The cilestone is an embellished oolitic limestone post with a low pyramidal 

top; vw.s ori;:;inally (J.Uarried and. carveci in .i!;nGland, measuring about 12" square 

cut to stand about 3' above ground. ~eset in 1902, presumably to stand about 

1;2 1 above ground, it now stands only Etbout 811 high, has been :..·c..gularly chipped 

by fc::.rr;1inc machinery and is greatly endanc;ered without any protection. It still 

measures &bout 12 1
' square; the cccpitc:..l letters P on Lie north (:t'ennsylvania) 

sici.e and :.~ on the south (::aryland) sides are clear and intact, as are their 

circle panels; flutinu remains but no Bargins except for bits alon~ t~e south 
anci. top corners risin·" to a centered. a-oex . . 

ed~es; all edGes/are cnippea., some recent.Ly; the top p.Lanes/rernain but with 

a gash dia5onally across frolli the soutnwest to northeast corner. If it is to 

b d 
off~cial . 

e save , it must have;attention soon. 

(see T~ematic Group ~ational Register nomination form for full descriptions of 
trie ori~inal ~~son and ~ixon monuments and t~e 1900-03 2esurvey wethod of 
resetting them) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Survey "'o. ..:....-1024 

II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

x_ 1100- 1199 

~1800-1899 
_1900-

--4RCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC 

--4RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

--4GRICULTURE 

--4RCHITECTURE 

--4RT 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

X-EXPLORA TION/SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

..XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

X.OTHER (SPECIFY) 

boundary surveying 

SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 1902) ~luel( Charles l·!ecson "' Jeremiah Dixon 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I~lestone ~o. 39(41) is sisnificant on the federal and state levels 

prir.iarily e..s one of a series o:I' 135 orie;inal i·~ason anJ. :Jixon r:ionuuents still 

sb.nciin;:; alone their 230.228-mile .lest :Wine, the counciary cm:ir.~only l:novm since 

Civil .~r times as the hason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical ispact and 

innovative survey methoc.is. I'he site H&S )relininarily surveyed in 1765 and 

monument set the following year, where it renains, unaltered to this day, 

althouGj reset in 1902 durin; the course of the 1900-03 ~esurvey of the 

}~ryland-Pennsylvania boundary. Individually, an~ as one of 17 ori~inal 

r:10nur.1ents reL:ainir•.::; c:.lon;; ti1e present i-~arford/::'. ork county boundary ( 3 croHn-

stones, 14 oilestones), No. 39(41) is also siGnificant locally as one of the 

dirninishin~ number of objects an~ structures with a visually identifiable 

relationship to the colonial and ~ivil ;ar heritage of these two counties. 

(see ... 'hem,· tic Group _;,;_ tio~1al :.:ie Giste r noi::.in;:;_tion fore) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Survey i.Io. lL-i.-1024 

1 MAJC-I! }lHH ... JDG.HAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(see lhematic Group National ~ecister nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SE~AW\TE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre 

,.,uadrangle name: iforrisville (Maryland-Pennsylvania), USGS 7.5 minute series, 
scale 1:24000 

UTE re~erence: zone 18, easting 36940, northing 439732 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION _T/• 
J.~ A 

LIST ALL Sf ATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY liar ford 

STATE 
Pennsylvania 

COUNTY 
York 

mFORM PREPARED BY < 2,lso see form prepared oy Jean .i!;wing( c. 1970?) 
NAME I TITLE 1 . 1. t. ( l _,_ " ~ · -· · b d i. ) .n. ice ·'-c..r in vo un ... eer, uason-.L11xon J..Jine oun ary r.iar.r:er surveyor 

ORGANIZATION 

haryland tlistorical Trust/Liaryland Geoloc;ical Survey 
DATE ( .::i te surveyed with 
2/21/80 Jean ~wing) 

STREET & NUMBER 

14308 ~cunt ~venue 
CITY OR TOWN 

Phoenix 

TELEPHONE 

301/472-2128 
STATE 

Viaryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

!. NAME 
COMMON: 

AND, OR HISTORIC: 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

0 District 0 Building 

0 Site / [J Structure 

[H Object 

Public 

0 Private 

O Both 

OWNE'RSHIP 

Public Acqui si ti on: 

O In Process 

0 Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

D Agri cu ltura I D Government D Park 

0 Commercial D Industrial D Private Residence 

D 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Occupied Yes: 

7.ttl1 
0 Restricted 

O Un u ed ij('Unrestricted 
0 Pr s a on work 

in progress 0 No 

Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Other (Specify) 

D Educational D Military 

CJ Entertainment 0 Museum 

D Religious 

~t't;:;J ~ 0 Scientific 

f4.° OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

BEL AIR ST 

itle Reference of Current D d Book & P 
6, RtPRESENTATtON IN EXISTlNG SURVEYS 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY CR TOWN: STATE: 



... : •· . .: : > ••. .. 

CONDITION 0 Excellent 0 Good 0 F . ~(Check One) aor D t . • errorated 0 R 
(Check One) I uins 0 Unexposed 

DESCRIBE THE PRES Unaltered eek Onr" 
ltered 0 (Ch 

ENT ANO ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 0 Mo-d ~Original Site 

i .1.'t 
i pt, 
{,& ~J, 

' If 

i.s -Cl i/t1' 4 ~ 
ma.J.U ..,_.t rf 'i1 ~ 

~ J~ 

/2 "x I 2 '' ~ 

Ir l;_f , w<-// -k)~J . i_ Wkr 

11 ~ ""'" .... L uu -i r, 1 
'!. ~ • al.o-1 b ' i:Jl IJl1i s w ,;,c1e..r. 

m 
m 

z 

0 

z 
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$1;~~lFl<;~¢E 
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PERIOD (Check One or More ae ,4pproprlate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century ~18th Century 0 20th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 0 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Educati an 0 Pol itica I 0 Urban Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 lnventi on 0 Science 

0 Arc hi lecture 0 Landscape 0 Seu lpture 

0 Art Architecture 0 Socia I/Human- -

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarian 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

i, ' oIJ. f h; I 1 ~-~~ I~ "'- .,..,. t.11 

Ill~~ t&f:l:'J 7 -'-!- -l P~S1 ?6~~ 

!Jt-,U 1~ 8111,,,_ 1.s t,,.,-r ~ ~L I 

(~ /~ 1~ f./, t r'h1J . 



J~/ MAJOR '8lSllOGRAPHJCAL REFERENCES 

Lip. <Jt:OORAPHtCAL DATA 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES --

COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TF.N ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 n 0 . 0 " 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW () . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

i 

iLIST ALL STATES AND COUN Tl ES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

-
rtL. FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME AND TITLE: 

- .1) 

ORGANIZATION 
'DATE :i-•• 

STREET AND NUMBER; ,. -· .. 
~,,. ~ ' 

..:~ .~. 

CITY OR TOW,.;,:... ·'if''. STATE .. - c .. 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State D Local D 

Signature 

m 
m 

z 

-t 

AJ 

c:: 

n 
-t 

0 

z 



?/-IJdNt~/,(~/l/OEJT LIA'E.'H/U::}TANE ~?(;/!) 

NORRISVJLLE QUADRANGLE 
MARYLAND PENNSYLVANIA 

N 





''l;-;111 t J);x "' . I~ //""'.._.:.>~':.LJ.!.: 3f{41) 
&v I l f7; J, ~C'"<t'S r' ,t: E 

PJkTt>' Ji.Al !:: a••:...C ZI P.I> RC) ~)U t: -~.2.) 





hll'f ,,J~ I~> 

"1?a!rMe (41) 
~ 

A 














