
SUMMARY 

HA-1070 

Walter Sheridan House 
2800 Creswell Road 
Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

The 9/6 and 6/9 window sash belie the third quarter of the 19th 
century date suggested by land records and historical maps. At least 
part of the Walter Sheridan House was probably built by William and 
Frances Patterson and John Patterson after they purchased the 88-acre 
farm in 1849. Except for the anachronistic window sash, the house is a 
typical mid-19th century Harford County farmhouse with steistic peers 
throughout the area. The Old Churchville Presbyterian Manse (HA-994) 
and the Shuck-Tharpe House (HA-1264) are contemporaries and slightly 
simpler versions of the same pattern. The ca. 1841 "Greenwood" (HA-1279) 
and the ca. 1850 Blackburn House (HA-1280) are its forebears. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST m G I ^ 3 i 0-705504. 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

The Arnold Farm 
AND/OR COMMON 

Walter Sheridan House (O'Neil-Dickson House) 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER . . 

2800 Creswell Road (west side of Md. Rte. 543, at intersection) 
CITY. T O W N C O N G R E S S I O N A L DISTRICT 

B e l A i r VICINITY OF -

STATE COUNTY 

Mary! and Harford 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT —PUBLIC ?££>CCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

>C,BUILDING(S) ^PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL ^t^RIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 
—OBJECT _ | N PROCESS >^YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

_ N O —MILITARY —OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Walter & Jan Sheridan Te lephone # : 
STREET & NUMBER 

2800 Creswell Road 
CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p C O C l e 

Bel A i r VICINITY OF MP 21014 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE. F o l l O # i 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Harford County Courthouse 
STREET 8. NUMBER 

40 South Main Street 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Bel A i r Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECOROS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION HA=1070 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

J4.EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED _UNALTERED _ORIGrNAL SITE 

_GOOD _RUINS JCALTERED _MOVED DATE 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on the west side of Creswell Road (Md. Rte. 543) opposite Cullem Road, 
this two-story frame house covered in clapboard is five bays wide and three bays 
deep. It has a gable roof with a center cross gable and wide overhanging eaves; 
brick chimneys are located inside each end. The house is set on a raised stone 
foundation, and windows have louvered shutters and, variously, 6/6 sash, 6/9 sash 
and 9/6 sash. On the rear (or west side) is a one-story, two-bay-wide addition. 

On the principal (east) facade, the entrance is in the center bay, flanked by two 
windows on each side. Those on the north have 9/6 sash; those on the south have 
6/9 sash. A shed-roofed porch with a center gable spans the center three bays. 
The entrance has a transom and sidelights and a door with round-arched panels with 
mitered bottom corners over rectangular panels. Windows in the second story correspond 
with those in the first, with the exception of a pair of windows in the center bay. 
These latter have an upper sash with a multi-paned border; others in the second story 
have regular 6/6 sash. The gable contains a round-arched 6/6 sash window. 

The north end has three windows (9/6 sash) in the first story, two in the second, 
and one in the gable. 

The west side has a two-bay wide addition covering the northern two bays. The 
southern bay--originally a two-story open porch--has been enclosed in the first story, 
The second story has three windows and a door onto the inset porch, and there is a 
tripartite window at the stair landing level. The gable contains a replaced window. 

The south end has paired 6/9 sash windows in the first story, two windows in 
the second, and one in the gable. 

The interior has a center hall plan with two rooms on the north and one on the 
south; there are two additional rooms in the northwest and southwest corners (as noted 
in the exterior description). The trim in the room north of the hall has the pattern: 
cyma recta—fillet—bead; that on the south consists of two double-beaded bands 
separated by an ovolo. 

The basement is only under the north room and hall and has full log joists with 
bark on them and hand-hewn posts. In the north wall is a brick fireplace. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE HA=1070 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 
— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 ^^ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

^ 8 0 0 1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The 9/6 and 6/9 window sash belie the third quarter of the 19th century date sug­
gested by land records and historical maps. In 1834, Wm. P. Patterson (of Baltimore 
City) sold three parcels of "Wilsons Range" and "Nova Scotia" to Sarah E. Patterson 
(spinster of Baltimore City) for $2500.1 Fifteen years later, she sold off an 88-acre 
farm to William and Frances Patterson and John H. Patterson for $1000.2 In 1881, 
Bernard Fitzpatrick paid $3000 for those 88 acres.3 The 1858 Jennings and Herrick 
Map shows no structures in this location; the 1878 Martenet's Map shows three belonging 
to A. Patterson. The farm was sold in 1886, (after Bernard Fitzpatrick died on 
March 18, 1855) and William H. & Laura J. Arnold owned it until 1898. The 1886 mort­
gage refers to this property "on which... Arnold now resides."5 

In 1902, the executors of the estate of James Walsh, who had owned a huge amount 
of real estate (the settlement of his estate took up an entire volume of equity records), 
purchased the farm for $2000.6 The Trustees' report mentions that the buildings7were 
in bad condition and that, at the time of purchase, they were assessed at $1005/ 
$2348.94 was spent to improve them and in 1906 the buildings and 14 1/2 acres were 
sold to Josephine Dochez for $3500.8 She owned the property until 1935, when it 
was sold to James B. Hall. 

The house itself—except for the anachronistic window sash--is a typical Harford 
County farmhouse, whose peers are seen throughout the region. The Old Churchville 
Presbyterian Manse (HA-T)4-) and the Shuck-Tharpe house are contemporaries and slightly 
simpler versions of the same pattern. The ca. 1841 "Greenwood" (HA-P-i^ and the 
ca. 1850 Blackburn house (HA- rx^di are earlier forms of this substantial five-bay-wide, 
gable-roofed variety. 

1. Liber HD 17, Folio 57 
2. Liber HDG 35, Folio 113 
3. Liber ALJ 43, Folio 125 
4. Liber ALJ 57, Folio 82 
5. Liber ALJ 57, Folio 222 

Liber ALJ 57, Folio 219 
6. Liber WSF 104, Folio 219 
7. Liber Equity Records WSF 58, Folio 580 
8. Liber SWC 237, Folio 39 
9. Liber SWC 237, Folio 40 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



HA=1070 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land, Will, and equity records of Harford County 
1858 Jennings & Herrick Map 
1878 Martenet's Map 

CONTINUE QN SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

" • » 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Natalie Shivers, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Harford County Historic District Commission 10/79 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

45 South Main Street 838-6000 X207 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bel Air Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



WALTER SHERIDAN HOUSE 

Title Search 

HA-1070 

1. 935/565-A August 27, 1973 Grantor: Dr. James § Margaret Dunn 
Grantee: Walter § Jan Sheridan 
Acreage: 14 Acres, 2 Roods 

2. HOC 881/94 August 27, 1973 Grantor: Emma Zienhart, widow 
Grantee: Dr. James § Margaret Dunn 
Acreage: 14 Acres, 2 Roods 

3. 586/581 September 3, 1971 Grantor: Margaret Pieper, (widow) 
Grantee: Jul ian F. § Emma Zienhart 
Acreage: 14 Acres, 2 Roods 

4. GCB 269/158 October 17, 1941 Grantor: James B. § May V. Hall 
Grantee: Walter § Margaret Pieper 

1 Acreage: 14 Acres, 2 Roods 

5. SWC 237/46 April 22, 1935 Grantor: Thomas Gontrum, At t . 
Grantee: James B. § May V. Hall 
Acreage: 14 Acres, 2 Roods 

6. SWC 237/44 April 22, 1935 Grantor: James B. § May V. Hall 
Grantee: Thomas Gontrum, Att . 
Acreage: 14 Acres, 3 Roods 

7. SWC 237/40 February 26, 1935 Grantor: Louis Dochez, e t a l (heirs of 
Josephine Dochez) 

Grantee: James B. Hall 
Sum: $1750 
Acreage: 14 Acres, 2 Roods 

8. SWC 237/39 January 23, 1906 Grantor: Mary Walsh, Exec, of James Walsh 
Estate 

Grantee: Josephine Dochez 
Sum: $3500 
Acreage: 14 Acres, 2 Roods 

9. WSF 104/219 April 3, 1902 Grantor: Benjamin M. Dever $ wife, Susie 
2nd Part : Benjamin M. Dever § Mary S. 

Dever, Exec, of George V. Dever 
3rd Part : Mary Walsh, e t a l , exec, of 

James Walsh 
Sum: $2000 
Acreage: 87 Acres, 2 Roods, 21 Perches 

10. WSF 94/372 September 12, 1898 Grantor: Wm. H. $ Laura J . Arnold 
Grantee: Benjamin M. Dever 
Sum: $2500 

© Acreage: 87 Acres, 2 Roods, 21 Square 
Perches 

\ 



Title Search (Cont'd.) 

HA-1070 

11. ALJ 57/222 October 18, 1886 Grantor: George V. $ Mary S. Dever 
Grantee: Wm. H. Arnold 
Sum: $3000 
Acreage: 88 Acres, 3 Roods, 21 Square 

Perches 

12. ALJ 57/82 October 4, 1886 Grantor: John S. Young, Trustee 
Grantee: George V. Dever 
Sum: $3000 

13. Equity Records 
ALJ 34/373 June, 1885 Timothy Callahan vs. Catherine Fitz-

patrick, et al 

14. ALT 43/125 May 5, 1881 Grantor: John H. § Anna G. Patterson of 
Baltimore City 

Grantee: Bernard Fitzpatrick 
Sum: $3000 
Acreage: "Nova Scotia", 'Wilsons Range" 

88 Acres, 3 Roods, 21 Square 
Perches 

15. HDG 35/113 March 22, 1849 Grantor: Sarah E. Patterson of City § 
County of Baltimore 

Grantee: Wm. T. § Frances Patterson 
John H. Patterson of City § Co. 

Sum: $1000 
Acreage: part of "Nova Scotia", "Wilsons 

Range", "Friendship" 
88 Acres, 3 Roods, 21 Perches 

16. HD 17/57 March 12, 1834 Grantor: Wm. P. Patterson of Baltimore 
City 

2nd Part: Sarah E. Patterson, spinster, 
of Baltimore City 

Sum: $2500 
Acreage: 1.) "Wilson's Range", "Nova 

Scotia" • 144 Acres 
2.) 75 Acres 
3.) 149 Acres on east side of 

James Run: "Nova Scotia" 

17. HD 13/82 February 5, 1830 Grantor: John Hawkins 
Grantee: Wm. P. Patterson of Baltimore 

City 
Sum: $2500 
Acreage: "Wilsons Range", Nova Scotia"= 

144 Acres 
2.) 75 Acres 

© 3.) 149 Acres - east side of 
James Run 



Ti t le Search (Cont'd.) 

HA-1070 

18. HD 11/344 July 8, 1828 Grantor: Win. P. Patterson of Baltimore 
City 

Grantee: John Hawkins of Queen Anne's Co. 
Sum: $2500 
Acreage: 1.) "Wilsons Range", "Nova 

Scotia" = 144 Acres 
2.) 75 Acres 
3.) 149 Acres on east side of 

James Run 
ISA. HD ll/129(Mort.) November 19, 1827 Grantor: Wm. P. Patterson 

Grantee: Elias Glenn 
Sum: $1500 
Acreage: 144 Acres; 75 Acres; 149 Acres 

19. HD v/92 September 1, 1809 Grantor: Wm. Smith 
Grantee: Wm. Presbury Patterson 
Sum: 1200 pounds 
Acreage: "Wilsons Range", "Novascotia" = 

144 Acres 

20. JLG N/1 June 6, 1796 Grantor: Isaac Webster 
Grantee: Wm. Smith 
Sum: 526 pounds 
Acreage: "Wilsons Range" = 100 Acres 

"Nova Scotia" = 44 Acres 





Walter Sheridan House HA-1070 
Bel A i r , MD 21014 
Natalie Shivers 8/79 
Southeast 
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Natalie Shivers 8/79 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of Inventory No. HA=1070 

Historic Properties Form 

Name Walter Sheridan House 
Addendum-January 2011 

Number _ Page 1 

Comparison of the current appearance of the house with the photographs appended to the original survey form indicate 
that there have been few major exterior changes since that time. Portions of the porch, such as the balustrade, have been 
rebuilt, and the arched window in the cross gable may have been replaced. Despite these changes, the house continues to 
reflect its nineteenth century origins, retaining all aspects of integrity. 






