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HISTORIC 

Broolte's Cross 
AND/OR COMMON 

Goss 1. Stryker Place 

f)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 1, Bo:a: 355 Baldwin Mill Rd. 
CITY. TOWN 

Fork _VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 
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_STRUCTURE 
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II DESCRIPTION 

X_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

l._oRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is essentially a three-unit house, with each section having been built at a 
different time. Each portion will be discussed sepeJUrtely. The front of the house 
faces north and it is located on a knoll overlCX)king the Little Gunpowder River. 

1934 section 

This is the westernmost part of the house and is of one and one-half stories. The 
walls are constructed of common bond brick, painted yellow, with a single belt course. 
The bays measure one by one and the windows are 8 X 12 and 2 X 2. The foundation is 
a low stone one. The roof is an asphalt gable-flank, with a box cornice underneaiii .. 

1846 section 

This part of the house is two stories high, made of the same common bond brick with 
a single belt course dividing the first and second floor. The bays measure three by 
two in this portion, with the eastern and western apertures limited to two saall attic 
windows on either end. The regular windows are 12 X la's, in nailed frames and flanked 
by louvered shutters as all of the windows are. The doors in ttis section are opposite 
each other on the northern and southern exposures. T'.e southern egress has a four
light transom while the northern one is enclosed in a fivt>-sided structure with a 
hip roof. Four of the sides have 24 panes each and the door itself has sidelights and 
a transom, as well as the original hardware. Stones from a mill lead to the main door. 
A shed-roof porch with a brick base covers the southern doorway. The roof is gable
flank, with asphalt shingles and an underlying box cornice. Two brick chimneys, with 
corbeled caps, are located on the eastern and western inside-ends of this section. 

Late 1700's section 

Again built of the same brick pattern, this wing is two stories tall and is adjoined 
east of the mainhouse. It is a two bay by 6ne building with pesged window frames 
containing 6 X 6 sashes on the lower level and 3 X 3 sas=.::::a. 0n the upper level. a 
single door is located on the southern exposure. There are flat brick jack arches 
over the lower story windows. The roof is gable-flank, with a single chimney on the 
western inside-end. An opening, now bricked over, is on the outside end of this flue. 

The interior 

The oldest section originally had a single room on both floors. The oldest section 
has a winding stairway behind the original fireplace near the northwest corner. This 
section still contains many pieces of pegged construction and beaded beams. The fire
place is quite substantial and retains the original fittings. Upstairs, the exposed 
brick walls are of Flemish bond and the ceiling is very low. The inside doors still 
have a few old strap hinges. The 1846 section does have a thru-hall, as well as some 
beaded beams and origiral plaster. Interesting curios include an 181) naval cormr.arrler' s 
conmuhssion, signed by James Madison, as well as a letter from David Farragut. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



llJ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
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_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 
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~1700-1799 
X.1 aoo-1 ass 
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-ARCHHJLUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

AARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION LMILITARY 

-ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POL1TICS1GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 
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. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

The tract on which this home stands was called "Brooke's Cross 11 , after the 11X11 which 
John Brooke signed the deed with during the late 1700's. The 1783 Tax List indicates 
that John Brooke's parcel consisted of 100 acres. The oldest part o:t; the house dates 
from the late 1700' s and was built either by John Brooke or by William Baldwin. Baldwin 
had served in Charles Baker's 15th Harford Militia Company in 1776. This family owned 
the place for over one hundred years, and were prob~bly the ones after the which the 
nearby road was named. The main portion of the house was constructed in 1846, and the 
1878 Martenet map shows the owner to be Silas Baldwin. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Federal Tax List of 1798 
Harford County Land Records 
Harford County 1783 Marylarxi Tax List, 1970, Rhistoric Publications, Philadelpnia. 
Martenet' s Map of 1878 
Preston, W. W.; Hmstory of Harford County, 1901, Sun Press, Baltimore. 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 205 e 25 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The tract is located on the southeastern side of Baldwin Mill Road at the County 

line. It is bounded to the south by the Little Gunpowder Falls and to the west by 
Baldwin Hill Road. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Harford 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Baltimore 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paul L. Penrod 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Mar.rland Historical Trust .fame 2,S 1 916 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shaw House. 21 State Circle 267-1212 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Armapolis 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



Brooke's Cross- Con't 

Outbuildings 

Behind the house is a fieldstone meathouse or springhouse, quoined at the corners. 
It has a wood shingle roof and a doorway facing northwards. Just below this is a 
root cellar entrance. The grounds around the house still have some of the original 
boxwoods. Southeast of the main house is the barn, built of the same stone as the 
meathouse. It has a gable-flank roof and faces eastwards. To the rear of it is an 
attached perpendicular tool siled, also of stonEe. 



Libre !..2.lli 
GRG 453 396 

St-IC 237 134 

"v,;s;; 100 377 

WSF 100 364 

ALJ 7 ll 

J.LD K 472 

GRG 453 403 

GCB 282 336 

JAR 162 281 

WSF 122. 374 

WSF 88 158 

TITLE SEARCH 

In 1956, Ellen Traill Buck sold 205t acres and five perches 
to Goss L. Stryker. 

Sa.rah E. Ashton conveyed the tract to Lawrence M. Buck in 1S33. 

Martha E. Baldwin sold the land to Harry Ashton in 1900. 

Steven A. Williams, W. W. Preston and Thomas H. Robinson, 
trustees, sold the property to Martha Baldwin in 1900. 

St. Clair Baldwin acquired the property from William Baldwin, 
executor for Silas Baldwin, in 1855. 

William Baldwin received 261 acres from John Brooke, Jr., in 
1790, the tract being called Brooke's Cross. 

Reginald H. Detamore sold 150 acres to Goss L. Stryker in 1956. 

Andrew A. Fields sold the same parcel to Lawrence M. Buck in 1944. 

Thomas ?. Bennett sold the proper~y to Andrew A. Fields in 1919. 

In 1908, William J. Kelly transferred the tract to Thomas F. 
Bennett. 

Susan E. Baldwin conveyed the tract to William J. Kelly in 
1396. The land had been left to Silas Baldwin, Jr., by the will 
of Silas Baldwin, Sr., the man referred to in ALJ 7 11 of the 
first section. Susan Baldwin was the widow of Silas Baldwin, 
Jr. 



irttl ·Ji 79 
INVENTORY NO. ELECTION DISTRICT 

DATE: TAX MAP NO. 

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor PARCEL NO . 

NAME OF PROPERTY : LJ'/fpo&;j- MW - [1f&,t( >('s16/\fl£.1) ~y 'i 1('001<'6 ;e;r <M£Y /.lflX 
,/1/d- JJJ 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: oftittfr, r/£1£ ~ ,,CJ»LLJttlltf.J /Ct7/TO /17 71f6 LJ77tl' 611Nfb#!Jtf/t1J 

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: N~(: 

NAME OF OWNER: -----=S;_.~....:...;._iY_../_,._(·=fR.=-_;...._ __________ _ 

ADDRESS: 

STORIES: 1[ ~ z.f vJ 3[~ 4[ ] 
~I/ - '171Ji. 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: / 
;Y{J f?&JJ /?t/1.217/Jltv_ 
~ 1..J'f!_~-?_f 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 

5[ ] 6( ] BAYS: 1( J 2[ ] 3( ] 4( ] 5[ ] 

6[ J ~[ ] [ J 

~ lftlt.J 
2X \ /l'V t7ftJ 

~/~1* 
[] FRAME: Bevel, clapboard,)1eatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten(type?} 
[v] BRICK: Bond type- commor1, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 
[ ] STONE : Bond type- rubble, ashlar (random or reqular), quoins-plain, rusticated 
[ ] LOG ""?tl ._c-1t:::v;::; 

~(;Al l}&t a c'CW ~.;,i,; um 411 ('v/XV"-- O)tl l_f!:Jd - {-~-r: {<! ( '!J'/ 
/ -

WALL FEATURES: BELT COURSE, PILASTERS, OTHERS ·~r 
FOUNDATIONS: HIGH, LOW.( BRICK, STON~ /-'tYr ~"' rCA/1.J'JA::Jt't'AJ -,~'-C,("61# /j'Tlf!:. ~lt1/.J 
WATER TABLE: NONE~ PLAIN, BEVELED, MOULDEU-sRTCK 

J 
,/ /2)-1.:. /µ l S"'Z''1.o 

WINDOWS, TRI~ SHUTTERS :.r 1/1[ ] 2/2[ ] 6/6[vJ 9/6[ ] 9/9[ ] other'[-J-ldl -;:;&:, 
_ ·~ ,,,~peg.ged[vj nailed[ ] wide[ ] narrow[ ] x /fa 

~~ · t original [ ] replaced[ ] 1~ Ji_ ;~.1-I _.,,._,,t.... 
~ 1,,:;_til .. 1J cwn &~ l~'Ji'd Jfc'/14.JJ 4 t.,T. 2)1'2. - -~ -

ENTRANCE, DOORS: LOCATION: /qzt?,U7 t:ic?L 9# , J11 '"' :.·~ ~/JJlS =z;Q> .. rroJ.::L g' t1 -=. .:v7 11 /;c<" .. 

!Joo~ HARDWARE: original(v:J replaced[ J /xc 11..,77~t'1 .. •IP-

~~uOF?lf,,7t: FAN LIGHT, TR~SOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN VJ -wf w .., tv) 
CORN! CE, BARGE:- EAVES: t.-1M)Jv tJtiff~ ~· h.H< (.)Odl'__, j t,., w w w D w :-

/J:Jf ([i(JJ/C(S original[ ] / eplaced[ ] 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT, GABLE FLft}IK, HIP, MANSARD, FLAT, DORMERS 
MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin, asphalt original[ ] replaced[ ] 

,. ~ /l::J.tLL.<;:7/U/i ~-0¥/fK:i 4'qMR1~ 
PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed~ hip[] gable[] ~~Ha-l!Ji--+#c e/¥>tfi'rl~ orlltt'K.~C!A 

dl'Je~ .<-.., '°""{) rl1P .'f".Oqr 2;4-El_,<f!is~;_.otU 
CHIMNEYS: NUMBER J BRICl{[vj STONE[ ] CORBELED[§ original [ v] replaced[ r ~.= 

LO CAT ION: Jfer! t1ll'1t (VJ lDe-P;t'(.)..r d}' 4ttJ v!Vr1 I Olk I /.J)1 oF t,""M) Qi/ 0EP:ttffttt; .fJOeu 
.L1.fif ~,:- r~ vMf' - 6117Sf 

ARCHES: CA"!t( JI~ /1/(1//tf..:' Of/f&'/ 0/,.c.a-p.; tlt1/ )7.fo ,[!C?IWV .LO:fiU... -~ 
l:.Jlf#/)(J W-5' 

COMMENTS: .J}'lo/C ha.rt 01U /./. .[' 1£JC" 

6'MN 

_..-

i0tr;f1/Jttf £:,0/llJ/{JCt l')J tu,10!~- J1fjJ7:-c7/alJ 

( ~ L7..!. I A.J }f;O.) fl-C/tb>J 





INVENTORY NO . \ Q]q ELECTION DISTRICT 

DATE: .s/;a/7ez TAX M4P NO . 

,-- REMODELING: Drastic, moderateg PARCEL NO. 

NAME OF PROPERTY: ~ ~JdAcncC lt-1-!> 1 ~ . 
/"' !J.lf lc(.w111/ A~1 n> L1 Hk, Gwn;o~ ~ b.v{ ~ 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: --------------------

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: //q«41.,P/a,µ :,, L zt . ..(.o ~M,v-ef,v..... Jk~dtrv<-~ A( 

NAME OF OWNER: &s G l. Sicvktf 
} 

ADDRESS : 

OI~ 
STORIES: 1[] 2[/J 3[] 4[] 5[] 6[] BAYS: l[] 2[] 3[] 4[] 5[] 

,!_500'-!i "'-~) 1"1'-Y 111'2. . 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: ~'XL 1 ~co ~ 6[ ] ~[ ] [ ] 
~ (,t_ l.~ 1.Y. I ~ 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 
I ~)( I 1ttj 4 -

[] FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten(type?) 
[v'J BRICK: Bond type-~~~ English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 
[ ] STONE: Bond type- e, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 
[ ] LOG . 

WALL FEATURES: BELT ' PIL~S, OTHERS I~ t~oc/ .. 1+11~":( C.~) ~ 
FOUNDATIONS: HI , OW RIC ~c./" ~)( &. 

5 

WATER TABLE: NONE P N, ELED, MOULDED BRICK ~jx"3 Of~-

WINDOWS, TRIM, ~~'LJr<tE~: 1 /l [ ] 2/2[ ] 6/6[ ] 9/6[ ] 9/9[' other[~~ lfi'i ,,-u<''~ 
----=8=--o1 0pegged[J] nailed[] wide[] narrow[] c;-j,.,. + J./2. i.... rt¥/ 

original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ENTRANCE, DOORS: LOCATION: MLooj.£ af= tJ st~ d ~~., 0 -::> y1i :rt ~7::_·<! . -'· 
HARDWARE: o . ·nal[~ replacedt] ~ J~ ~~~ 
FAN LIGHT, RANSO SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN ~..kw., { ~ .;-~-

~~ ~O'l Lf \ ; -'~ :.l.L( ~ (ti<\ '-/ $u/...y 
CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: - - - · "--··~'--""-" -· -- -. 

original[ ] replaced[ ] ~ lfi ~~ 
~+ [~ · 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT, GABLE FLANK, HIP, M4NSARD,~DORMERS 1 r/: 
MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin,~ ~ original[] replaced ] 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed[ ] hip[ ] gable[v1 l"fO ()r:,~·--.ad~~~~~~~~~ 
CHIMNEYS: NUMBER ~ BRICK[·IJ STONE[ ] CORBELEDC ori grnal[ v1 replaced ", • / 

LOCATION: ¢.. cJ...c:...~ ~, ~t; ~ cj f'i",,,, ':) ~. 1 ~ eV\. MuL., rvrJ 

r ·i.i:::-i.r lf61dL- ~ d ,~ 
~~ (I.... t-(J ~· l 

COMMENTS: Th;c.. ·~ 4/ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ 

-~~- o~~ ~-<)~ ,..~, ~~ 
C/&, ~ - d>t.Lo ~-~-~~ ~I ~,,.Gd 
~.h't.- ~ ~,,- ~..,...., V>'V'~ 7~ ~ ·- 7 -· --
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Brook' s Cross HA- 1079 
Fallston, MD 
Susan M. Deeney 3/76 
North 





Brook ' s Cross HA- 1079 
Fallston , MD 
Susan M. Deeney 3/76 
South 





Brook' s Cross Barn HA-1079 
Fallston, MD 
Paul Penrod 3/76 
East 


