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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
\?\ V;>o$~~ 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC Turkey Forest 

AND/OR COMMON 

B.C. Reeves Farm 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Chestnut Hill Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Forest Hill VICINITY OF 

STATE 

l-'Iaryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
~BUILDINGIS) JcPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES· RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME B.C. Reeves 

STREET & NUMBER 

Chestnut Hill Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Forest Hill _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Harford County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 
40 South Main Street 

CITY. TOWN 
Bel Air 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

first 
COUNTY 

Harford County 

PRESENT USE 

.!AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENC! 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _QTHER 

Telephone #: 838-6381 

STATE / Zl.p code 
MD 21050 

Liber #: 915 HDC 
Folio #: 850 

STATE 
MD 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

_GOOD _RUINS 

~AIR _UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 
x 
_UNALTERED 

-Al.TEFiED 
aaait.J.e• 

CHECK ONE 
x 
_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located on the north side of ChMtnut Hill Road, north of t;,~ cc:1t'.'r 'f 
1: >-!"'" ' 

7 :::rcst Hill. The house faC".'3 S,)i_rtf:. :,:'',(; t~n story house C»"lll!lists Of two main. 
s~cti0ns. 

Section 1 is brick covered with brushed, white stucco. Foundations are unexposed, un­
cours"'d rubble stone. The brick, as seen on the insid8 wall o! the attic, appears to be a 
COl!llllCll bond variant a.nd the brick, itself, appears to be hon:e made. The bricks are rough 
and unevenly shaned, often longer and !later than the usual shape. This sectioa is J bays 
by 2. It has an asphalt covered, galile flank roof with corbeled brick chi.Ir.l'leys on each 
inside gable end. It also has a 2-step cornice constructed o! brick headers. Iron braces 
I"1.l!l north-south. The entrance on the south facade is in the center b;iy. The door has 
moulded panels and has a .!our-light transoJll overhead. T"nis .!orri:s a through hall with the 
sntrance on the north 3ide - an eight light door. ~"tindows on the first elev:;i_tion of tr_is 
s~ctiom are 9 lights over 9, ard on the second elevation 9 lights over 6. Twe attic willdows 
!lank the chimneys on each gable end. These are !our light casements. A r·orch, added by 
the nresent owner in the 1930 1s, wraps around the south and west facades. l'he norct, is 
built onto brick and block foundations and has tapered, rectangular colmnns and a 3hed roof. 
There are brick stems. T'ne porch on the north side is much older. The nresent e"Wller has 
has altered it thramgh the years. This two tier norch is open on the first level and has 
been enclosed on the second level by the owner, Hr. Reeves. .Mr. ~eves rr.entioned that be.fore 
the perch was encl0sed with casement windows and clapboard, it had been used as a sleenillg 
norch. Colur.ns are rectangular on a stepped base. A one bay, brick addition attached to 
the north east bay is also two stories high. A,~ entrance is on the west facade. 

Inside, this section has a through hall flanked by a reorn on each side. A srr.all !aye 
betvieen the front door and the hall, has been Ir·ade into a nowder room. The door leading 
into the hallway has a three light transom. Ths stairway is 1-::>cated in the north east cornttr 
~.! the through hall and h~s ~lain, rectangular balusters and a n'rrow, rounded handrail. 
Yn~re are silrple brackets on the sides of the risers. Half rails run varallel to the hand­
rails om the stairway. Chair rails are Dresent in both the hall •md the north west ro8Ir. 
l"ne fireplaces in botL t!-e north uest and north east rooms have rectangular openings with 
-,ooden n:•ntles. The firenlaces have a !rieze, bed rr.ouldings, ' n:cmtle ._. el.! and pcmelled 
~nd blocks. In t!-:e n.,rth east c---rr:.F;r of the :1orth east roorr, is a l._rge built in closet with 
:iouble hunf doors having three r.oulded nanels each. A sn ... 11 clost:t beneath this :-.as .~~ uble 
hu.""lg do'.)rs with one rould~d ~anel on ·'.'act. 

On the second floor, awindow opening into the s:r;.all brick addition seen:s to be proof that 
this S1"1all square section is, in deed, a l&ter ei.ddition. Fireplaces, siFilar tn tLose on 
Jn tte first floor, are located in the two upstairs bedroon;s of t'nis section. 

In the attic, th~ pegged joint, king trusses are visible as well as the original wood 
shingle roofing. The brick chirr.ney slants slightly. 

In the cellar under this s·~ction, the rubble stone foundations are visible. A dirt floor 
has been covered with cer.ent. ChiF:ney piers are also visible. · 

Section 2 is frarre built onto high, rubble 3tone foUJtdations. It is 1 bay by 2 and has 
a gable .!lank, asphalt covered roof which is flush withthe roof of section 1. A corbeled 
brick chilrllley is located on the east inside, gable end. An entrance is located ~n the south 
side. An enclosed porch is also on the south side and the roof is flush with that of section 
i. Sn.trance to the oorch is on the west. Five windows are on the south side of the porch 
and two on the east side. All window~ in this Sftction are 6 lights ovt"r 6. On the north, a 
later frame addition is flush with the brick addition to section 1. A 3 bay, one story porch 
is at this end. It has a shed ro"J.! and colwms are n:ad.e with 411 x 411 ~. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

~qEHISTORIC 

·00-1499 

_J 500-1599 

-1600-1699 

~1700-1799 
· .!.1 aoo-1 a99 

_1900-

__A.RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

__A.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

~GRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

__A.RT _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

XMILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

~POLITI CS/GOVER NM ENT 

SPECIFIC DATES Between 1798 + 1814 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

.. A N - i; /·~ ,~ 
' ' ·. I..· \_. 

-XRELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

.XSOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER I SPECIFY) 

This house was built between 1798 and 1814. The 1798 Federal Tax List indicates 
that Thomas Johnson of Barnard owned 100 acres in Spesutia Upper Hundred on which 
stood a 20'xl/5' one story, wood dwelling. It appears to have been inhabited by his 
superintendent, Thomas Johnson of Hester. The property and its buildings were aval­
uated at 53~12. 75. The 1814 Tax List reveals that the property, under the owners'.1.ip 
of Samuel McConnell at that time, was valued at $2923. The dwelling at the time of 
the 1814 assessment was described as a two story brick house measuring 37'x22'. 
A brick kitchen was also present, measuring 18 1 x20 1 • A stone spring house and various 
wood outbuildings were also present at that time but the present owner informed us 
that he '.;ad replaced all the outbuildings. The measurements of the brick section of 
the present house are ;h 1 9'' by 20' 611 and it is therefore believed that the dwelling 
assessed in 1814 is the same building present on this site today. 

The house is a vernacular rftdition of the Federal Style.~he builder seems to 
have had rejected some of the more intricate design of that style. A sim~le, four 
light transom substitutes for the elliptical fanlights generally found in the Federal 
style. The tl-m step brick cornices seem to be a Georgian influence. 

Thomas Johnson, one of the first owners of Turkey Forest, was a member of 
Harford County's first Petit Jury in 1774. In 1798, he was appointed an assessor 
to conduct the Federal Tax survey. He was a court justice at Bush in 1779, and 
later served as justice at Scott's Old Field in 1783. Thomas Johnson served in 
the County }filitia during the American Revolution as a first Lieutenant in Bond's 
Company #11. He was also one of the signers of the Bush Declaration in 1775• 

Samuel McConnell served as a minister of the Broad Creek Friends Meeting and 
was considered to be of strong judgement and expression. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1.50 e..crcs 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Chestnut Hill Road intersects this pr operty whi ch i s bounded 
on the sout h by the property of William I~. Md J~ewis D. Vaughan; 
on the eabt and weot by Jeroes B. Reeve6 , et al ; and on the ngrth 
by \falter B. Rllr kins' property and the Johnson Mill Road. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

SuSRn Deeney-Field Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Historic District r.a:imisaion 
STREET & NUMBER 

LP Bouth Main Str eet 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bel Air 

COU NTY 

November 1 1 1976 
DATE 

TELEPHONE 

838-60IO ext . ?Q? 

STATE 

MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was o f ficially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for i nformation 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

P8• t toe 



PHYSICAL DESCRIP i.'ION 
B.C. RSEVES 1 mus~ 

HA - llOO 
Continued 

Inside, this section has a separate stairway leading to its second floor and attic. 
There is no fireplace in this section but the chiir~•Y flue is visible and it accomodates a 
large II Home Com!'ort II cook 5teve. Many or the fl 

Many o! the floors through-out the !irst story er this house are covered with linoleUJr,. 
li'looring en the second elevation is nrobably original. 

This farrr. has many out buildings, all of which were built by the present owner. One 
out building is interesting in that the owner styled it after a Dutch hay shelter. 



Lib er 

HDC 

swc 

JAR 

JAR 

JAR 

JAR 

WHD 

ALJ 

HD 

HD 

JLG 

1798 

1783 

Folio 

915 850 

225 292 

171 292 

16~ 424 

142 300 

142 217 

15 109 

2 338 

19 93 

R 310 

p 388 

Tax List 

Tax List 

TITLE SEARCH 
HA-1100 

Bower C. Reeves conveyed 147 acres to George C. Reeves in 1972. 

Bower c. Reeves received 133 acres from James P. Farmer in 1933. 

In 1921, George W. Madron devised the property to James P. Farmer. 
Madron had mortgaged the land from John W. Chambers. 

John William Chambers imparted 150 acres to George w. Madron in 1919. 

William Wallis sold the tract to John William Chambers in 1913. 

Preston N. Wallis transferred the property to William Wallis in 1913. 

Samuel R. Wallis purchased,Turkey Forest, consisting of 150 acres, 
from Robert Otto in 1864. 

James Mcconnel imparted the land to Robert Otto in 1853. 

Samuel Mcconnel devised the property to James McConnell. 1836. 

Barnard Johnson transferred the property to Samuel McConnell in 18o3. 

Thomas Johnson sold 150 acres of Turkey Forest to Barnard Johnson in 
1800. This deed also mentions that Thomas Johnson acquired the property 
from a John Crabtree in 1765 (Baltimore County Land Records B 0 584-86) 

Thomas Johnson of Barnard, 100 acres of Turkey Forest. 

Barnard Johnson of Barnard, 150 acres of Turkey Forest. 
Barnard Johnson of Thomas, 150 acres of Turkey Forest. 



INVENTORY NO. \ (0() 

DATE: l t;}., I 74 
~ I 

REMODEL! HG: Oras tic, moderate, mi nor 

ELECTION DISTRI CT 

TAX MAP NO. 

PARCEL NO. 

tHi - 11 00 

r~ce~J NAME OF PROPERTY: [ u r k. ~ ... , 
LOCATION OF PROPERTY: _____ __ ! _____________ _ 

1 > 

01 RE CTI ON DWELLING FACES: Jou./ th 
NAME OF OWNER: __ _,,,,;j:o..-'_.C=·----L.fi,.1,..L..4, "'-"'a.=kf-4J.,c_/ _______ -='6_.3~'f.:;__-__;(J~j~8 I 
ADDRESS: C1.u.Lna r, !/t.LU ~ 

~ _. 
~} ~ ~~ j(,JAJ '"2- I 0 6 0 

c STORIES: l[ ] 2M 3[ ] ~] 5[ ] 6J ] B~S: 
WINGS, ADDITIONS: 

,te .:JJ ~ 1T · "' ~<!<f,~,.,,, 0 0 O· D 

0 n D 
WALL CONSTRUCTION: J. ';j " .t_ • 

[ J:J FP.AME: Bevel, ~pboar.Cf;) weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten( type?) 
succ.o ['I<.) BRICK: Bond type- common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. (.()MY1C>Jb.,"'!)""'''~"t 

[ ] STONE: Bond type- rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 
[ J LOG Br L.~ ~ t. ~ ~.L~, t--> -r .. ~ ~1-t.e. 

WALL FEATURES:~T COURSE, PIL~RS, OTHERS , 
FOUNDATI0t4S: IGH LOW, BRICK, TON S<-<- 2.. ,~.e.'-' ~h~' 
WATER TABLE: IW , PLAIN, BEVELE , OULDED BRICK 1t).~\o& ,,\ } .. ' 

.... l. (;,~c. ~ '"J'-

WIN DOWS, TRIM, SHUTIERS: l /l [ ) 2/2[ ] 6/6[/ ] 9/6[J] 9/9[J ] other[ ] 
pegged[ J nailed[ ] wide[ ] narrow[ ] 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ENTRANCE, DOORS: LOCATION: 
HARDWARE: 
FAN LIGHT 

EAVES: 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT, GABLE FLANK HIP, MANSARD,~ORMERS 
MATERIAL: woo s 1ng es, slate, tin, ~t./ original[] replaced[] 

,,.(, V(p.~~ 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed [ ] hip [ .t] gable [ ] ~ ~ P .-...,., 

CHIMNEYS: NUMBER 3 BRICK[J.i STONE[ ] CORBELED[v-1' original[v{ repl~ced[i ~~ ... 
LOCATION: ..a I/ ~ 1N -:;;; 4 ~ s.:c / 

ARCHES: 

COMMENTS: 
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Turkey Forest 
Forest Hill , MD 
Susan M. Deeney 
September, 1976 
South 

HA-1100 


