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North Bend Presbyterian Church 
1250 North Bend Road 
Federal Hill vicinity 
Private 

1861 

The North Bend Presbyterian Church is significant as a brick structure 
in the Deer Creek valley, an area where stone and frame materials predominated 
in the mid-19th century. In the western end of the valley, the influence of 
Pennsylvania brickmasonry traditions begins to become more evident. This 
church and the Clark-Grier House (HA-1001) mark the general eastern boundary 
of this influence. The church is also significant in local history as an 
off-shoot of the Bethel Presbyterian Church at Jarrettsville, the second 
oldest Presbyterian congregation in Harford County. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNJ PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The North Bend Presbyterian Church is an 1861 brick "meeting house" 
structure located on the east side of North Bend Road about 1/4 mile south 
of the intersection of St. Clair Bridge Road near Federal Hill. Harford County, 
Maryland. The principal elevation faces south. 

The south elevation is the qable end of the church and has two doors 
corresponding to the double-aisle interior plan. Each door has a rectangular 
transom below a wood lintel. The early custom in the church was for men and 
women to enter by the separate doors and to sit on opposite sides. A small 
semi-circular datestone reading 11 1861 11 is set in the gable peak. The cornice 
is wood and returns on both gable ends. 

The east and west elevations are ideritical,-having three bays each with 
shuttered windows. Each window has a wood lintel and sill. The cornice 
on the side elevations is corbeled brick rather than wood as on the gable 
ends. Brick chimneys break the slate roof on each side. The north gable 
end is an unbroken wall. The stone foundation is sliqhtly raised above ground 
level. The walls are laid in 6-course American bond. 

The interior was observed only through a window. It has apparently 
been very little altered, having kerosene chandeliers and wood stoves. The 
pews appear to be original. The walls are painted white. 

The cemetery is located north and west of the church. The Jones family 
plot is surrounded by a fine cast iron fence with a decorative gate. 
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local history 

The North Bend Presbyterian Church is siqnificant as a brick structure 
in the Deer Creek valley, an area where stone and frame materials predominated 
in the mid-19th century. In the western end of the valle_y, the influence of 
Pennsylvania brickmasonry traditions begins to become more evident. This 
church and the Clark-Grier House (HA-1001) mark the general eastern boundary 
of this influence. The church is also significant in local history as an 
off-shoot of the Bethel Presbyterian Church at Jarrettsville. the second 
oldest Presbvterian congregation in Harford County. 

Background and Support 

North Bend Presbyterian Church began as the "North Bend Sabbath School" 
in 1857. The Sunday school was organized by Miss Lucretia Moore and was 
located about 1/4 mile from the present building. In 1861, Rev. Thomas C. 
Smith, then pastor of Bethel Church, Roger Streett, Robert Glenn, Varney 
St. Clair, and others helped build the brick structure as a "preaching 
station" of Bethel. 

In May 1898, the separate congregation was organized as North Bend and 
enrolled in the Baltimore Presbytery. The first trustees were James Baird, Sr., 
David St. Clair, James Slade, Jr., Charles St. Clair, Ralph Curry, William 
Calder, and E. P. Mitzel. The ministers of Bethel and Highland churches 
alternated services at North Bend. By the early 1950's, the congregation 
had dwindled in size and regular Presbyterian services were discontinued. 
A Baptist congregation has leased the church since that time. (Harford County 
Di rectory, 1953 ~ p. 364) 
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Harford County Directory, 1953 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

ST.~TE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAIVE TtTLE 

Janet Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 
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ORGAN'ZA ;10N 0.4 TE 

Harford County Department of Planning & Zoning June 1984 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

45 .So. Main St. (301) 838-6000, ext .. 207 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bel Air MD 21014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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North Bend Presbyterian Church HA- 1124 
Harford County 
Photographer: Janet Davis 
May 1984 
Neg . loc : Maryland Historical Trust 
View from south 
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Photographer: Janet Davis 
May 1984 
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Jones plot, iron fence detail 
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