
HA-1128 
H. HARRISON HOPKINS HOUSE 
Havre de Grace, Md. 

c. 1866 

The H. Harrison Hopkins House is the best example in Havre de Grace 
of the highly electric, even eccentric, styles of architecture that became 
popular in Amercia ·after the Civil War. There is almost no repetition of 
parts or elements of design. The plan is irregular, the roof line an unusual 
mansard and the fenestration detail, when occuring, is different over every 
opening. The changing taste of generations within a family is clearly il­
lustrated by a comparison of the son's house with that of his father's 
house across the street. See HA-547. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

226 N. Union Ave. is a two and a half story three bay wide de-
tached brick dwelling with an irregular plan. A one story 

brick and stone addition, used as a doctor's office, joins the 
southwest elevation, The house faces east on the corner of N. 
Union Ave. and Green St. Built in c. 1870 for Henry Hopkins, a 
pharmacist, the house is in excellent condition. The walls are 
laid in common bond. The trim is white, and a granite found­
ation is visible on the north elevation. 

A one bay entrance porch extends across the recessed south side, 
front elevation. The porch has a hipped roof covered with slate 
shingles laid in alternate bands-the same as those on the main 
roof- supported by wooden posts on brick piers which rest on a ) 
brick floor; a modern iron railing has been added. On the south­
west elevation, a two story porch has been enclosed and covered 
with brown wood shingles. 

Windows are arranged assymetrically on the front, north and 
SQuth elevations while the rear (west ) wall is windowless. 
The tall window on the side of the first floor has 2/4 light 
doble hung sash flanked by half-louvered, half-paneled shutters. 
Above it, is a second floor window containing 2/2 light sash 
topped with a rectangular wood panel, divivded into two sec­
tions with a raised octagon in each. The panel, apperaing 
to have mo function decoration, extends upward, piercing the 
roof line. The north bay first floor has double 2/2 light 
windows divided by a mullion and crowned by a bracketed cor­
nice. Other windows on the front have 2/2 light double hung 
sash. Allof the windows have brick jack arches, wood sills and 
flanking louvered shutters. Another unusual window treatment 
occurs in the north elevation; there, a second floor window 
has a panel with two raised bulls eyes on it, set into the 
wall above it. A one story bay window is on the east end of the 
south elevation. 

The main entrance is in the second bay on the front elevation. 
Within the recessed segmental arched enframe ment, is a multi­
paned rectangular door of wood and galss. An additional ,­
entrance has been made from a window on the north elevation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



7. Description cont. 

Like the fenestration detail and massing of the house, the roof 
is highly irregular; appearing to a combination of two hipped 
roofs, it has a low three layered roof joined by a higher roof 
on the northeast section. Two shed dormers are in the north 
and east elevations of the higher hipped section. All of the 
roof is covered with patterned slate shingles , and the eaves 
are finished with an overhanging molded box cornice, having 
a plain fascia board beneath it. Three large brick chimneys are 
centerd on the north, west and south elevations. 

The house has a garden on three sides with two large evergreen 
trees in the front. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The H. Harrison Hopkins House is the best example in Havre de 
Grace of the highly eclectic even eccentric styles of architet­
ure that became popular in America after the Civil War. 

The two and a half story house ls built of brick and has a 
patterned slate shingle roof. There ls almost no repetition 
of parts or elements of design. The plan is irregular, the 
roof line is odd and the fenestration detail, when it occurs, 
ls different over every opening. 

Hem•y Harrison Hopkins was a pharmacist by profession. Before 
having this house built, he lived in his father's house (HA-547), 
directly across the street. The changing taste of generations 
within a family is illustrated clearly by a comparison of the 
son's house with that of his father. 

Union Ave , with the Chesapeake Bay at the southern end of it, ls 
the major street in town and the most impressice visually. 
It has., since the 1800' s , been the street on which to 11 ve. 
Therefore the largest, most substantial, most "designed" 
houses are on this street, ranging in style from late Federal 
to Queen Anne and the Colonial Revival. Because it terminates 
at the Bay and is, therefore, not a through route, Union Ave., 
has particularly in the north and middle , preserved its 19th 
century ambience. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Telephone conversation with Mrs. R. Lee Mitchell on May 20, 1977 

CONTINUE ON SEP.AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marion Morton-Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Traust 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN sT•TE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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