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ASHER HOUSE 
Havre de Grace, Md. 

/ ,• .. "'_· ·'~/ 

c. 1880's 

The Asher House is a two and a half story five bay by two bay Carpenter 
Gothic cottage with a flat front extending into a center gable. It is 
slightly larger in size and scale than most of t'.le other dwellings of this 
style in Havre de Grace. Covered with German siding, the house '.las shingled 
gables containing paired windows with pointed arches; the rest of the windows 
have slightly pedimented enframements. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANC.E 

200 S . WashingLon is a t:.wo anC: a nalf ""tory , .:ivc bay by two bay frame 
dwelling on a stone foundation . The house has a gable flank roof 
with a center gable. At the rear , a two and a half story wing , two 
bays long, on the south side gives the house an ~-shaped . The entire 
house is covered with German siding except in the attic gables , 
where it is shingled . The house faces east on the corner of s. 
Washington and Bourbon Streets . 

Across the front is an above grade four bay porch with a tin hipped 
roof supported by pillars (perhaps replacements) on sauqre bases. 
The porch, reached by five wooden steps, has a fence railing and 
turned newel posts . Two three bay shed roof porches are on the north 
and south elevations of the ell . There is a bulkhead on the south 
elevation, main section . 

The house has evenly spaced fenestration on the facade . All the 
windows have 2/2 light , double hung sash with slightly pedimented 
enframements . The attic gables conl:ain2/2 light pointed arch windows 
on all elevations except in the rear of the ell where there are t~ 
small rectangular window openings. 

The main entrance is in the center bay; it has a slightly pediment J 

enframemenl: identical to those surrounding the windows . The six 
panel door has glass in the upper two panels , two light sidelights and 
a four light transom . 

The house has a steeply pitched gable flank roof with a ce~ter gable on 
the front , while the ell has a lower gabled roof with the ridge run­
ning east to west . Both roofs are shingled with asphalt . Double 
brick center chimneys with corbeled caps rise from wide bases on the 
main section and a smaller chimney is near the end of the ell ' s roof . 
A plain box cornice covers overhanging eaves on both roofs . 

The house , surrounded by a \·'e·ll tended yard , has a board and batten 
privy with a gable roof in the rear. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
dwellings 

Many mid to late 19th century ~ in Havre de Grcce fit the 
basic description of this house , but unlike this house , they have 
been altered considerably over tlte years . 200 Sout':-1 Washington 
Street is a two and a half story frame house , covered with German 
siding e . 1870, and it has a gable flank roof with a center gable , 
having shingles and a pointed arch window in it . This structure and 
the many other dwel ling like it in the town is representative ofa 
simple flat front Gothic Revival dwelling at its best , before the 
move pretentious and busy Eastlake and Queen Anne Styles had made 
their impact here . South Washington Street; and Stokes Street etc ., 
abound with examples of this style. 

All along s . Washington Street are well maintained , mid to late 19th 
century frame dwellings , relating to each other insize , scale , style 
and mat~rial . Many of them are gabled , Carpenter Gothic cottages 
on grassy lots that extend to the alleys behind them; built 
as one and two family dwellings most of them retain that scheme of 
occupancy . However , because Harford Memorial Hospital is one block 
west , the neighborhood has become vulnerable to the inlrusion of 
buildings related to the medical profession . Disolacing the old 
houses , these new buildings not only represent architectural intrusior 
but discourage buyers who are attracted initially to the cozy , 
homogeneous appearance of this part of Havre de Grace but fear 
it is changing . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Marion Morton- Historic Sites Surveyor June 6 , 1977 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis , Marvland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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