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mid to late 19th century

HA-1133
H. SMITH HOUSE
Havre de Grace, Md.

A combination of building phases and styles gives this two and a half
The northern three

story five bay frame corner house a curious appearance.
bays, under a dormered gable roof, have Federal style massing and detail,

while the two southern bays have a two story bay addition _at the end, covered

by a flat roof.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

303 S. Washington St., is a two and a half story, five bay wide frame
dwelling which appears to represent two distinct building phases and
styles. The northern half consists of a three bay structure topped
with pedimented dormers in the style of other early to mid 19th dwell-
ing in the City while the southern side consists of a two bay addition,
having a bay window on the south elevation, consistent with architec-
ture dating from the last quarter of the 19th century. The entire
house, including the two story wing on the rear, is covered with
jpricktex. The house faces west on the corner of S. Washington and
Fountatn Streets. :

An above grade eighteen bay veranda extends across the front and wraps
around the entire north elevation, including the wing. The porch has
a flat roof with an open work spindle frieze supported by bracketed
turned posts and a turned post railing.

The first floor windows on the front elevation are irregular; south

of the entry door are three contiguous 1/1 light, double hung sash win-
dows while north of it are two tall 1/1 light windows most of the
windows have 1/1 light sash but the attic dormers, having arched upper
sashes on the front, and a few of the windows in the wing have 6/6 |
light sash. _J
The main entrance is in the center bay on the front elevation. A door
of three deeply molded panels is framed by three light sidelights and

a five light transom. A fairly recent strip of molding further enlarg-
es the entrance.

The house has a asphalt gable flank roof with two pedimented dormers,
on the east and west slope, joined on the south by a flat roof. \
which covers the last two bays including the bay addition on the south.
A molded box cornice is present on the entire roof. Two brick
interior and chimneys with corbeled caps are on the north end of the
roof and a third is in the middle of the south end.

The hosmse has a center ®all plan with stairs on the south wall and a°
room on either side.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The H. Smith House, a two and half story five bay wide frame dwelling, appears

to be a three bay wide Federal style house that was enlarged by two front bays
and a two story bay in the latter part of the 19th century. A veranda with a
ball and spindle frieze was probably added at a later date. Alterations includ-
ing bay additions porches and Italianate, Gothic Revival and Eastlake trim are
seen on many Federal style houses in Havre de Grace; see HA-832 and HA-1165 in
particular. What makes this house unusual is that the alterations appear side

by side on the front elevation; the Federal house with two pedimented dormers on
the gable roof, is joined by a lower flat roof with a curved end to accomadate
the three sided bay.

All along South Washington Street are well maintained, mid to late 19th century,
frame dwellings, relating to each other in size, scale, style and material. Many
of them are gabled, Carpenter Gothic cottages on grassy lots that extend to the
alleys behind themi: built as one and two family dwellings most of them retain
that scheme of occupancy. However, because Harford Memorial Hospital is one
block west, the neighborhood has become vulnerable to the intrusion of buildings
related to the medical profession. Displacing the old houses, these new buildings
not only represent architectural intrusions but discourage buyers who are
attracted initially to the cozy, homogeneous appearance of this part of Havre

de Grace but fear it is changing.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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