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c. 1900 

One of five similar formstone apartment units built by the Burns 
brothers, the Burns Apartments is in excellent conditon. It is a two and a 
half story four bay wide apartment house with a three bay circular tower at 
each end. A hipped slate roof covers the house and the towers are topped 
by conical slate roofs. The building appears to retain its original colors 
including red, green and grey trim. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST H.L\-1143 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UNAME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON Burns Apartments 

. fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 618/620 Fountain St. 

ciTY. l'owN Havre de Grace 
_VICINITY OF 

STATE Md. 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC -1roCCUPIED 

~UILDING(S) -~IVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

.lrNo 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME George Burns 
STREET & NUMBER 

618/620 Fountain St. 
CITY. TOWN 

Havre de Grace _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Harford County 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main St. 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel Air 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIO~L DISTRICT 

COUNTY Harford 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL ~IVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 939-3186 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE, zip code 
Md. 2I078 

STATE 

Md. 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

)('.'.EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

lSuNALTERED 

__ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_:i{,RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

f18/C2"'. P'ountain $t. is a two and a half story four bey \tide aportrnent 
house \-Jith a tiir(.;;t: bay cir:::ular to,,.;er at each c:>nd. n. frar;,e two story 
wing, covcced with shi~gles, is on the reRr. The apaetments are one 
of five such units bullt by the Burns brothers in the e2rly twentiet~ 
century, all of them coverPd with form stone. This building is in 
excellent co~ditio~ on the exterior; the form stnne is brownish 
grey and the tri~-perhaps the original colors-is green, red and grey~ 
Four apartments are in the buil~ing which faces north on Fountain St. 
Similar form stone apartments are on the west and Centennial Alley is 
on the east side. 

A curving twelve bay above grade porch extend across the front and 
around the east and west elevations. It has a slightly sloping tin 
roof supported by columns which rest on f~r~st~ne piers, end a bal
ustrade of formst0ne and post railings. 

~indows are arranged evenly on the facade. Cn the front elevation 
towers, dormers and througho~t the h~use, they have 1~ light double 
hung sash with plain wide stone sill3 and li~tels. 

The ma5~ entrances are in the center bays; they have recessed tria· 
gular openings. The east ~ay retains its stained glass trarsom :i~ .t. 
The doors are ~ecoratively carved with oval beveled glass ir the cent
er. Old screen doors, ~ispl~ying decorative scroll work, remain in 
front of both en trc- nee: doors. Cther entrances are in the rear '-" irgs. 

The house has a low slate hip roof with co~ical slate r~ofs t~pped 
by finials on the two fr~nt towers. ~ flat roof dormer c2r:ta!ning 
two win~ow2 is betwEen the to~ers. Brick chir~eys are in the center 
of the roof. 

A rov; cf sm0ll att0ched gar21:Jes is behing the b~ilding. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

_Jl.RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~OMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_Jl.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_Jl.GRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_JI.RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHER (SPECIFY) ~00- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c_. 1~00 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Burns Apts. is one of five similar formstone apartment units 
built by the Burns Brothers between 1900-1910. The Burns brothers 
owned. a carriage factory on Green st. and when the factory 
burned they became land 19rds ~onstructing and renting apart
ments or flats as they were known then. This particular buila-
ing, owned by amember ofthe Burns family, is in excellent condition. 
It is a two and a half story four bay wide apartment house with 
a three bay circular tower at each end. All of the windows 
and doors retain their original parts, including the original 
wooden screen doors. 

Taking many forms, multiple dwellings in Havre de Grace 
may be divided into categories. Duplexes were constructed begin~ 
ning in the 19th century( see HA-835 for an early example) , and 
they are in the majority. Flats or apartments began to be 
constructed in the late 19th century; or as in the case of HA-1110, 
were converted from an existing structures. The last and most recent 
category is htgh rises and garden apartments. St. John's Tower , 
built by the Episcopal Church in the 1960's is the only high rise 
and there is a garden apt. across the street from it as we~l as 
several on the Chesapeake Bay. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



NA-11~.3 
0MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marion Morton -Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Tuly, 77 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 
STATE 

Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 
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