c. 1890

HA-1157
THE HECHT HOTEL BUILDING

Havre de Grace, Md.

This two and a half story five bay wide frame building was once a hotel
(c. 1890's) with a livery stable behind it. In the early and mid twentieth
century the town,on the water having a race track, and being served by two

railroads and a double decker automobile bridge was a popular place for

traverlers. Breaking a journey for a meal or the night in a town was the
custom until the advent of super highways and motels.
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT x_DETERIORATED _XUNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD __RUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hecht Hotel is a two and ahalf story five bay wide frame building on an ashlar
granite foundation. A large two story ell is on the rear. Constructed as a hotel
in the mid 1890's the building is used as apartments. The walls are covered with
grey asbestos shingles. The structure faces south on the corner of Green and 4.
Stokes St.

An above grade three bay porch extends across the front of the building. The
porch has a low hipped roof with a narrow molded cornice supported by tapered
columns and a fence rail balustrade. An enclosed two story porch is on the

east elevation, and a hood supported by fan-shaped brackets shelters the entrance
on the south bay, first story of the ell.

Windows are spaced unevenly on the front elevation. Throughout the building, they
have 1/1 light double hung sash. Two three part one story bay additions are on the
front elevation, a slightly advanced bay on the east side, and a rectangular bay
which projects from the center of the second story. Several transoms on the main
section hold stained glass. Above the window in the second bay front elevation is

a large one light transom filled with stained glass; a banner in the upper half

of it is incribed with the name of the hotel. Similar transoms with stained glass,
but no name in them are found in the west bay, first floor front elevation and i~ the
enclosed porch on the east elevation.

The main entrance is in the center bay, front elevation. The door has glass in the
upper half and is framed by sidelights to the level of the door glass; the long
transom above it has stained glass at each end. A pair of half-glass doors, having
stained glass transom above them, are in the west bay, front elevation. Other
entrances are found at the sides and rear of the structure.

The main section is covered by an asphalt shingled gable flank roof. A plain box
cornice extends completely around the gable ends forming a closed pediment around
the two attic windows.

Two chimneys are on the main section roof, an interior end chimney is on the west
end of the ridge, and a large multi-flue chimney is onthe south side 2t the east
elevation.

Outbuildings: None are extant. Formerly a large livery stable stood at the rear
of the hotel.

Interior: The building has a center hall plan with a large room on either side
of it.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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__INVENTION foca / 4,;/»7
SPECIFIC DATES ec. "90} BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built as a hotel in the 1890's,

land mark for many people.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

significance,but despite very poor condition,

the Hecht Hotel profited
from the many means of transport serving Havre de Grace, partic-
ularly the Pennsylvania Railroad, whose station was located near
by. In the 1920's a double decker automobile bridge opened across
the Susquehanna River, bringing with it break of journey traffic
and business; the Havre de Grace Race Track also attracted people
to the town's hotels. However, old time residents of Havre de
Grace remember the hotel most for its livery stable and restaurant.
The bullding appears to have no particular architectural

it remains a local
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NAME / TITLE

Marion Morton-Historic Sites Surveyor July 26, 1977
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historicdl Trust
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
21 State Circle
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis, Md.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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