
HA-1165 
LAWDER APARTMENTS 
Havre de Grace, Md. 

c. 1850 1 s 

The Lawder Apartments is a good example of what happened to a basically 
Federal style frame dwelling of three bays and two and a half stories when it 
was updated c. 1870 1 s to fit changing standards of taste. It appears that when a 
long vernacular Italianate style wing was added, the gables on the main 
section were clipped to conform to the new addition. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 
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STREET & NUMBER 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

-FAIR 

~DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~NALTERED 
-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_°'6RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

568 Congress Avenue, is a two and a half story, three bay wide frame dwelling with 
a long two story addition on the rear. The building, now divided into apartments 
and in very poor condition., is located on the comer of Congress A.venue. It appears 
that the main section, a Federal style townhouse, believed to be built in the 1850's 
was updated with a clipped gable roof, when the wing with its two story bay addition·. 
was added along s. stokes St. in the last quarter of the 19th century. The s. stokes 
Street elevation has clipped gables on either end, a three sided bay addition in the 
center and a gaeral symmetry which gives litUe indication of the Federal house :in 
disguise which is the pr:incipal facade. Brictex asbeatos shingles cover the whole 
structure, and a one story board and batten outbuilding is attached to the rear wing 
by a flat roofed addition. 

A. three bay porch with a hipped roof ,shingled with wood,extands aoross the front 
elevation. It is supported by scroll bracketed chamfered posts. On the west elevation 
a two bay porch with a flatroof supported by tumed posts shelters the door in the 
south side of the bay addition and the window south of it. In addition, a two bay 
porch with a flat roof supported by tumed posts is on the east el:evatibn of the wing. 

Windows are spaced evenly on the front elevation. They contain 6/6 light double 
hung pegged sash on the front and flanks of the main section; the exception is th• 
four light window· in the attic gable east elevation •. Windows in the wing contain 
1/1, 2/2, and 2/1 light sash, the center bay having 1/1 light sash. 

The main entrance is located in the east bay, north elevation. A door containing 
deepl~ molded pentagonal and rectangular panels is formed by a three light transom. 
and two sidelights. Both transom and sidelights are divided into diamond shaped 
sections by metal strips or wood muntins. The door in the south side of the bay 
addition west elevation, has glass in the upper half. 

The main section has a clipped or jerkin head gable flank roof. It is joined on the 
west elevation to the clipped gable wing roof by a low gable roof, the ridge of which 
rtms noMl.h to south. All of the roof is asphalt shingled. The roof has a molded 
bracketed box cornice ehich retums slighUy at the gable ends on the ma:in section. 
Chimneys are present on the west end of the main section roof, and a smaller brick 
chimney is in the center of the wing roof. A pair of triangular pedimented dormers 
are on the front of the roof; they have 6/6 light sash, framed by plain pilasters. 

Interiors The main section ru.s a :dde :lall with two rooms opening off it. Closed 
string stairs, having a hardwood newel post, a.re situated on the east wall of the 
hall. A fireplace is on the west wall of the front room. The mant.le has fluted ·· 
pilasters framing a redangular opening (now sealed with brick) and a plain mantle 
shelf. Window and door enframents have architrave molding and square molde:t.corner 
blocks. A fireplace with a slate mantle is on the south wall of the room behind the 
entrance in the north side of the bay addition, west elevation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

.-'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC JC.COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART -ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

...JO 800- 1899 -COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER {SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES Ce 18501 S BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Lawder Apartments appear to be a good example of a basically Federal style dwelling 
updated in the late 19th century to fit the changing standards of architectural taste. 
The house is frame, two and a half stories high, and it is three bays wide under a 
dormered. gabled roof on the Congress Avenue elevation. A long vernacular Italianate 
wing was added to the rear, running north to south along South Stokes street; it has 
a two story bay addition in the center. Windows on the front of the house have 6/6 light 
sash while those on the South stokes street elevation have 2/2 light sash beginning at 
the point where the wing joins the main section. All of the gables on the house are 
clipped. Perhaps the gables on the front were clipped and brackets added to the cornice 
when the wing was added. Additional evidence of two or more buildings phases in this 
house is provided by the woodwork and mantel in the front of the house, which are earlier --..__ 

1an those in the rear. Other clear examples of Federal style dwellings which were 
.>dernized in the late 19th century are HA-832, and HA-1133, which are also comer houses. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marion Morton-Historic Sites SUrveyor May 1977 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historic Trust 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

21 state Circle 
STATE CITY OR TOWN 

Anna Polis Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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