
ABSTRACT 

HA-121 
MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO. 27(29) 
Cardiff/Del ta, Maryland/P,ennsyl vania vicinity 
Public/private 

1766 (reset 1902) 

t•iilestone No. 27( 29) marks Mason and Dixon 1 s 27th mile west of the initial stone 

at the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning point of their 230.228-mile 

West Line, the longest of their survey lines run and marked to define the boundary 

between the English provinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania. The monument, first 

set in 1766, is an embellished oolitic limestone post with a low pyramidal top, 

quarried and carved in England, originally measuring about 12" square by about 

4~' long and cut to stand about 3' above ground. Reset in 1902 to stand about 

l~' high, it now stands about 1 1 high, remains in good condition, unaltered, and 

firmly set at its original site. The capital letters P on the north (Pennsylvania) 

side and M on the south (Maryland) side are clear and intact, as are most of the 

fluting and margins. On the federal and state levels, this monument is primarily 

significant not only as one of the series of original markers still defining the 

boundary commonly known as the Mason-Dixon Line since Civil War times, but also 

for its representation of the settlement of longstanding provincial boundary 

disputes and innovative survey methods utilized by Mason and Dixon a century 

earlier. Locally, as one of 17 original monuments still standing along the present 

Harford/York county boundary, it is also significant as one of the diminishing 

number of objects and structures visually identifiable with our colonial and 

Civil War heritage. 



Survey :·:-o. HA-121 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Magi No. 1301214234 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME BOUNDAHY MARKERS ALONG THB EASON-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP) 

HISTORIC (Mason and Dixon's) dest Line, 27th Hile Stone 

AND10R COMMON 

Mason-Dixon Line: Milestone No. 27 (1900-03 :rtesurvey Monument No. 29) 

flLOCATION (not for publication) 

STREET & NUMBER off west side of Prospect :rtoad (HD 646/PA ·r-62) 

CITY, TOWN x Cardiff/Delta 
_VICINITY OF 

STATE 
haryland/Pennsylvania 

DcLAsSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDINGIS) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

X_oB.JECT 

OWNERSHIP 

.X-PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITIPN 
_IN PROCESS N/ A 
_BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 1;/A 
_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRE'ss 

ACCESSIBLE 
~YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

COUN'tY 
MD: Harford / PA: York 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

n-o~ER state 
bo n gry marker 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument only; see Thematic Group lL-< nomination form) 

NAME State of rfaryland/Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Telephone #: 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE I Zl.p code 
_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION N/A 
(see surrounding property ownershin list) 

COURTHOUSE. -

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

lflREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (also see '.i.'hematic. Groug NJ..< 
nomination r rm; 

TITLE Harford County Historic Sites Inventory 

DATE 
HA-121 entered ll/69 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN 

Maryland Historical Trust 

Annapolis 

_FEDERAL ~STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

Maryland 



B DESCRIP~ON 

_EXCELLENT 

LGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

LUNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

LORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

t·:ilestone No. 27( 29) marks Mason and Dixon's 27th horizontal mile west 

of the initial stone at the northeast corner of Earyland, the beginning point 

of their West Line. It is an original milestgng08~ f~gg~~t 0Rn g¥f~i5~idsi!fgd 
preliminarily surveyed in 1765. 

The area here is ~redomin&tely rural, sparsely settled, modest farms on 

/ rnolleir· ns~e 1rasned by patches of dl d 1 ·th h · · · 1 t ~ a woo an s, an~ wi new ousing springing up 

along the main roads. 'l'he site is about 1}2 miles east-southeast fro:n the 

town of Delta, .eennsylvania; about 2 miles east of the town of Cardiff, Earyland; 

about 700' west of Prospect Road (HD 646/PA T-62); about 250 1 west of the 

Harryman house and barns, in a mowed gap in a honeysuckle/fence row separating 

the yard from their fields. It cannot be seen from tte road, but easily from 

the Harryman house, all seasons. 

/
to s~and about l~' above ~raund 

The monument, reset in ~9u~ during tne course 0 or tfie 1900-03 Resurvey of 

the Naryland-fennsylvania boundary, now stands about 1 1 high, mea::;ures about 

111~" wide on the north and south faces, about 11}2" wide on the ·east and west 

faces. As with all original Mason and Dixon ·:iest Line monuments: it is an 

embellished, squared, oolitic limestone post with a low pyramidal top, and 
ori..,.inq,lly about 1;:; 11 squar~ bv about 4):• long 

was quarried and carved in Eng~aftu,;cu~ to stana about ~· ~bove ground. ' 

The capital letters P on the north (Pennsylvania) side and H on the south 

(Maryland) side and their circle panels are distinct and intact, as is most 

of the fluting and margins on all four sides and the top planes, though there 

are many small chips along all edges and corners and a very large shallow 

chip running along the entire top west side. Still firmly in place, it is 

protected by the property owners and location of site. 

(see Thematic Group NR nomination form for descriptions of the original Nason 
and Dixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey meth~d of resetting them) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



llJ SIGNIFICANCE 
fi1i-1Jj 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.PREHfSTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 

X-1700-1 799 

X- 1 800-1899 

_1900-

_ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_EOUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

)(.EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_INDUSTRY X...POLITICSIGOVERNMENT JCoTHER (SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION boundary surveying 

SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 1902) ~OOOtMro'.KRCHJXED:D: Charles Hason & Jeremiah Dixon 
" 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
first set in 1766 and reset in 1902 in its original 

Milestone No. 27(29)/is significant on the federal and state levels si"Ee, 

:prir.;arily as one of a series of 135 original Mason and Dixon monuments ~till 

standing along their 'de st Line, commonly known since Civil War times as the 

Mason-Dixon Line, notable for it.:::; historical impact and innovative boundary 

survey methods. Individually, and as one of 17 original monuments marking 

the present Harford/York county boundary, No. 27(29) is also significant 

locally as one of a diminishing number of objects and structures with a 

visually identifiable relationship to our colonial and Civil ·,·iar heritage. 

HIS·rO.;:{Y AliD SUJ?POHT (see The ma tic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



H ~ -1;;,1 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(see Thematic Group ~~c: tional Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY le SS tha.n one acre 

:...luadrangle name: Horrisville, USGS 7.5 minute series; scale 1:24 000 

UTM reference: zone 18, easting 38870, northing 439740 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION I.I/A 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR· PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Harford 

STATE 
Pennsylvania 

COUNTY 
York 

mFoRM PREPARED BY (also see EHT-HSI form by Jean Ewing 11/69) 

NAME/TITLE ••. - t" ( 1 t '1 D" L" d k ) Alice Mar in vo un eer, ~ason- ixon ine boun ary mar er surveyor 

ORGANIZATION 

Maryland tlistorical Trust/Maryland Geological 3urvey 
DATE ( • t d 
12/ 12/ 79 ~}the surveye 

........ Jean }!;wing) 
STREET & NUMBER 

14308 Eount Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN 

Phoenix 

TELEPHQNE 
301/472-2128 

STATE 
Maryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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fl f-7 
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

STATE: 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE -.4' 
~ COUNTY• 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES /C)<:<() 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM S~ FOR NPS USE ONLY 

~<:/' ENTRY NUMBER I OAT£ 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 
11. NAME ~ ,.< .. ·• " 

COMMON: 

/!Jas-011 - j),'y dY1 ~ /Juvr. l..vz- #~1 
ANOIO R HISTORIC: 

, 

12. LOCATION 

Ll/;;?;;BEk-r «Xs1rd ~ j~ / 2hw~ '£fv,,, rl~ / 
J 

Cl7uO;:_WN:t~ tJ "4r7db, ffica-s~1 !f o;d ~ I,' o ~ IW'"rl:_ 
A .J.J.. ;:f ,..,.,1 - /" ,_ 

STATE 

m~~c1 I CODE 1cz:: //Jl~(W<d;'-/JU41.~ 1., "CODE 

I I "/. 
13. CLASSIFICATION (/ 

, 
CATEGORY 

OWNFRSHIP STATUS I ACCESSIBLE 
(Check Ono) TO THE PUBLIC 

Oist11ct 0 Building 0 Public et' Public Acqui•ition: Occupied c Yes: [/ 

Site 0 Sh7 0 Private :J In Process D Unoccupied CJ Restricted ~ 
Both D Being Considered 0 I Preservotion work Unrestricted Ll Object In progreu 0 No: 0 

PRESENT USE (Clloclc One or More as Appropriate) 

Agrlculturol 0 Government D Park D Transportation D Comments 0 
Commercial c Tnduslrial 0 Private Residence D Other (Specify) D 
Educotlonol 0 Milllary 0 Rel..g1ous 0 .~ ~~ , Enterloirunenl 0 Museum 0 Scientific 0 ..... --

14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS NAME: 

[,'t u.ri- ~l(/z; 
STREET ANO NUMBER I 

I) t:!) 
CITY OR TOWN'___&~ I STATE· pd- I CODE .. 

-i 

I > ... 
Is. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION !'.1 

COVRTHOUS/o'l~S;_Y O; 7EOS r:;_~r ~<I 
STRE~1t1R: r~1" &0~ ~ J, Jt.11~ S'1 
CITY OR TOH~: &I 4;, I STATE &ILUj ~L- 1 CODE n 

0 

I c 
z 

(/ -i 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE O" NnMINATEO PROPERTY! -< 

j6. ~EP.RESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TIT\..E OF SURVEY: 

CATE OF SVRVEV: F ederol n S101e 0 Counry 0 local 0 Ill 
z 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ~ 
ll 
-< 
z 

STREET ANO NUMBER: c 
t 
ti 

"' ll 
CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: I CODE !--I-

I CJ 
> 
-i 
Ill 

,, 
0 
XI 
z ,, 
"' c 
"' m 
0 
z 
r 
-< 



7. Df:SCRlPTION ·· 

CONDITION 

(Chee.I< One) ./ I 
Altered 0 Unaltered g- Moved 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL. (If Im i) O 

INTEGRITY 

j}_/ 
5tJUff _;;_j_()_ I 

M'< L .v'd,, . 

own PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

H A-IJ.t 

0 Unexposed O 
(Chedc One) 

Original Site ~ 

m 
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..... 
:::0 

c 
n 
..... 

0 
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z 
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..... 
u 

r :::> 

0:: 

..... 

:z 

w 
w 

• StGNIFiCA.NCE 
PERIOD (Check One' or Moree• Appropriate) 

Pre-Columblon 0 16th Century O 
15th Century 0 17th Century O 

SPECIFIC OATE(SI (If App/lcable end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ee Approptleto) 

Aboriginal Educotion 0 
Prehistoric 0 Engineering D 
Historic D Industry D 

Agriculture D Invention 0 
Art 0 Londscope 

Commerce 0 Ar chi lecture D 
Communicorions 0 Literolure D 
Conservotion 0 Mllltory 0 

Music 0 

18th Century ~ 
19th Century O 

Pali ti col ef 
Rel i9i on/ Phi-

losophy 0 
Science 0 
Sculpture 0 
Sociol/Humon· 

itorion Ff 
Thooter 0 
Tronsportotlon D 

NA-/J.t 

20th Century O 

Urbon Plonning D 
Other (Speclly) 0 

el z 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A 
1..ATITUOE ANO l..ONGITUOE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGl..E 1..0CATING THE PROPERTY 

CORNER 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . • 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
SW 0 . . 0 . . 

HA-/~ 

0 1..A TITUOE ANO l..ONGITUO£ COOROINA TES 
OEFININC THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R1-_____ __,_o_F_1.._E_s_s_T_H_A~.N--O~N~~--A_c_R_E ______ --' 

L..ATITUOE 1..0NGOITUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 ' • 0 • .. 

1..tST Al.I.. STATES ANO CO;JNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERl..APPING; STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIES 

STATE: COOE COUNTY COOE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: COOE 

STATE: COOE COUNTY: COOE 

STATE: COOi!: COUNTY: CODE 

ill. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO Tl Tl..£ : L 

\ ~/} " 
ORGANIZ-'TION n too~~ {(U{c_ 
STREET ANO NUMBER! 

CITY OR TOWN: 

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA 1 ION 

As the des 1anated Stole Liaison OHicer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedt res set 

forth by tht! Natioruil Park Service . The recommended 

level of significance of this nonunallon is: 

Nallonal O State O Local 0 

T11 le ------ - --------------

Date ---------------------

CODE 

NA TION4L REGISTER VERIFICATION 

l herebv certify that this property IS included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, OUice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Re~ister 

Date ____________________ _ 
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