HA-1231

Rev. William Wilson House I ca. 1805
1120 Rigdon Road

Chrome Hill vicinity

Private

The Rev. William Wilson House I is significant as an example of
stonemasonry technoloby in the early 19th century and as one of two
houses owned by William Wilson, a lay minister of local interest.

This house is typical of tenant houses in the Deer Creek valley, while
the Wilson House II (HA-1232) is more elaborate and larger in scale.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rev. William Wilson House I is a two-section stone house of
one and two stories respectively, built about 1805 and located on the
north side of Rigdon Road between Rocks Chrome Hill Road and Sharon
Road near Chrome Hill, Harford County, Maryland. The main elevation
faces south.

The eastern one-story section appears to be the oldest part. It
has large quoin stones at the corners and the east wall of the western
section is built over the adjoining wall of the east section. The east
section has a two-bay south facade with a door in the west bay and a
6/6 window in the east bay. The gable roof has a simple box cornice
and the covering is modern asphalt. The original roof was probably slate.
A single interior chimney is located in the east gable end. It is brick
above the roof, indicating reconstruction in recent years. The gable end
has two bays flanking the chimney, each with 6/6 windows on the ground
and attic levels.

The north elevation also has two bays, with a door and window in
reverse locations from the south elevation. A bulkhead is located under
the window. During an earlier survey of the house done in 1978, the
cellar under this section was described as having two diagonal elliptical
supporting arches. The wood floor beams were scorched as a result of
a fire several years prior to 1978 which gutted the interior of the
house. The roof on the east section was probably replaced after that
fire.

The western two-story section also has two bays on each exposed
elevation. On the west gable end a window opening on the ground floor
has been closed off. A second window has also been filled in on the north
elevation. Across the north elevation of the west section and part of
the east section on the ground floor level are the remains of a plaster
finish over the stone, indicating a one-story addition once existed,
but has been removed. The roof of the west section is slate and has
a box cornice with crown and bed moldings. A stone chimney flush with
the wall is located at the west gable end.

The interior was not accessible during this survey. However, the
1978 survey mentions the extensive fire and that the fireplaces have
been closed off, which indicates substantial reconstruction and alteration
has taken place.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rev. William Wilson House I is significant as an example of
stonemasonry technology in the early 19th century and as one of two
houses owned by William Wilson, a lay minister of local interest.

This house is typical of tenant houses in the Deer Creek valley, while
the Wilson House IT (HA-1232) is more elaborate and larger in scale.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT

The title search done in 1978 indicates William Wilson acquired
at least some of the property on which the two houses (HA-1231 and HA-1232)
are located as early as 1790. The dates of construction are unverifiable,
but the rubblestone, simple masonry techniques and unadorned carpentry
in both houses indicate a probable early 19th century origin. The Wilson
House I in its original one-story section is typical of a tenant house
or slave quarters. Its two-story later extension was obviously not
intended as a refinement but merely as a functional enlargement. The
Wilson House I does not appear on the 1858 Jennings & iderrick map, but
the Wilson House II (HA-1232) does, suggesting the larger house was the
main residence on the farm. By the time of the Martenet map of 1878, the
smaller house was shown as the William Wilson residence. This may indicate
the family size had changed and the head of the family had moved to the
smaller house. The larger house is shown on the map, but without an
owner's name. The title search reveals that part of the property was
sold in 1871 and 1876, possibly including the Wilson House II.

William Wilson was an elder of the 01d Brick Baptist Church (HA-66)
near Jarrettsville from 1807 to 1839 when a disagreement over the temperance
issue arose in the congregation. Elder Wilson and several members left
the church and formed a separate church at Cherry Hill, meeting there
for the first time on May 11, 1839. (Harford County Directory, 1953)

C. Milton Wright in Our Harford Heritage said Wilson's group was known

as the Rock Ridge Regular Baptist Society and had a meeting house on the
north side of the present Cherry Hill Road. This is probably the church
shown near Cherry Hill on the 1878 map. He further stated that 0ld Brick's
records indicate the split continued for at least 20 years, the Rock

Ridge group returning sometime after November 1859.

The William Wilson indicated as owner of the Wilson House I on the
1878 map is assumed to be a son of Rev. William Wilson.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

ES1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME 7 TITLE

Janet Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Harford County Department of Planning & Zoning May 1984
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
45 So. Main St. (301) 838-6000, ext. 207
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Bel Air MD 21014

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Samuel B, Fielder and Edith D.,
his wife

Samuel B. Fielder and Edith

D. Fielder, his wife, as tenants
in common

333,00 acres

David C. Shirey and wife

F. Talbott Gatch and wife
Samuel B. Fielder and Edith
Delp Fielder, his wife

333 acres more or less '"James
Chance'', "Pheasant's Range",
"Great Meadows"

Erastus J. Bailey, et ux
F. Talbott Gatch and wife
Buildings

Mabel S. Bailey

F. Talbott Gatch and Mildred
W. Gatch, his wife
Buildings

Erastus J. Bailey and Nannie
A. Bailey, his wife

Arthur C. Bailey and Mabel S.
Bailey

Buildings

J. Glasgow Archer, Jr.

Arthur C. Bailey and Mabel S.
Bailey

Buildings ""Pheasant Range"

James A. Thomason and Kate Thomason
Arthur Cleveland Bailey

67 acres more or less - buildings
"Pheasant Range"

John H. Gardner and Tryphana
Gardner, his wife
James A. Thomason
"Pheasant Range' buildings

Glenn Ross Ayers and wife
John H. Gardner
Buildings
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130 170 L/5/1910 Grantor: Martha Bishop
Grantee: Glenn Ross Ayers
Acreage: 67 acres more or less - buildings
""Pheasant Range"
130 174 L4/13/1910 Grantor: Richard . Street and wife and
others
Grantee: Glenn Ross Ayers
‘creage: Builldings ''®heasant Range"
33 133 1/13/1874 Srantor: Yilliam Vilson and wife
Grantee: Martha Bishop
Acreage: Buildings
25 329 %2/11/1%71 Grantor: William Jilson and wife
Grantee: Martha Bishop
Acreage: 67 acres more or less buildings
T 16 10/°5/1207 Grantor: Aquilz Massey
Grantee:  William Jilson
Acreage: 178 acres more or less buildings
™ 16 2/%/1790 Jrantor: Aquila Massey

Grantee: William "ilson
Acreage: 178 acres more or less ''Pheasant
Range"
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Rev. William Wilson House I HA-1231
Harford County

Photographer: Janet Davis

April 1984

Neg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust

South elevation
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Fielder House on Rigdon Road
Jarrettsville, MD 21084
Susan M. Deeney

March, 1978
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Rev. William Wilson House I HA-1231
Harford County

Photographer: Janet Davis

April 1984

Neg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust
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Fielder house on HA-1231
Rigdon Road

Jmttsvine. MD 21084
Susan M. Deeney March, 1978




