
HA-1242 

Masonic Temple 
Wall Street 
Bel Air 
Public 

1886 

This imposing Queen Anne structure was one of Bel Air's 
earliest architect-designed buildings. Designed by Jackson 
Gott of Baltimore and built by Bel Air's Master Builder 
Jacob Bull, the massive building had a restaurant on the Bond 
Street side and offices on the Wall Street side. The Town Hall 
on the second story served until well into the 20th century as 
Bel Air's Civic Center with facilities for plays, dances, and 
concerts. The third floor was the lodge hall for the Mt. Ararat 
Lodge #44 of the Masons. It has a notable timbered ceiling. 
Very soon it will be demolished to make way for a courthouse 
addition. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Masonic Lodge is at the corner of Office and Bond Streets in 
the Town of Bel Air, Maryland. This massive Victorian Norman structure 
built in 1886-87, is the second lodge building to occupy the site. The ' 
first, built around 1827, was a two story frame structure with a church 
downstairs and a lodge room upstairs. 

The present structure is three stories on Wall Street and four 
stories on Bond Street to accommodate the slope of the site. Constructed 
of brick in common bond, with a slate hipped roof, the building is . 
rectangular with projecting bays topped by gables at three corners giving 
it a slight H-shape. The projection on the northeast corner is a tower 
with its own conical roof. The Office Street or north elevation is I I I 

in comparison to the other two elevations, almost static since it is flat. 
The east (wall Street) and west (Bond Street) elevations are quite similar, 
with advancing and retreating planes provided by the embayment. The three 
rectangular end bays project four feet and the middle three bays are de­
lineated by slightly projecting pilaster strips of brick work broken only 
by a double string course of one brick course each in the first and 
second stories (Wall Street side; the second and third stories on the 
Bond Street side). The fourth projection is the tower which carries the 
staircase. The fenestration in each level is balanced, but the treatment 
is different, a common element in late Victorian, Beaux Arts, and Neo­
Classical design. The ground level on Bond Street has been "renovated" 
with the addition of panelling and a shed porch, which obliterated the 
original design. This part of the building is occupied by a bar. Other~, 
wise the fenestration is the same on each level around the building with 
the exception of the tower. On the first level on Wall Street there is a 
window and door in each bay. The windows are double-hung, 1/1, set in 
wooden surrounds with stone sills and shallow brick carved arches on top. 
The doors with glass panes in the top and a single pane transom are set 
in openings similar to the windows. On the Bond Street side, this level 
has a pair of windows rather than a window and door combination. On the 
next level each of the center bays has a large composite arched window 
composed of three double-hung 1/1 windows topped by an arched transom 
of many small panes. Tne three projecting end bays have two windows 
which differ from the lower level only in having flat arches at the top. 
Similar flat arched windows occur in the third level on Wall Street and 
the corresponding fourth level on Bond Street. The gable topping the 
projecting bays has three small connected double-hung 1/1 windows. Shed 
dormers pierce the hipped roof, three on the Wall Street side centered i~ 
the three middle bays, two on the Bond Street side centered over the 
pilaster strips which divide the bays and one each on the north and south 
sides. A plain chimney tops the southern most pilaster strip on the Wall 
Street elevation, another one rises just inside the northern roof edge 
(this elevation is otherwise obscured by the Harford National Bank 
Building built right against it), and a third chimney rises in the gable 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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~ARCHITECT: Jackson Gott 
Builder: Jacob E. Bull 

The Old Masonic Lodge is Bel Air's most monumental nineteenth century 
buildi_ng. With its neighbor, the Harford National Bank Building, it anchors 
the eastern end of the ~ourthouse. _s.qu_a.re. providing continuity between the 
two- blocks- of commercial structur,e_s_ PJl. Off_ice ,and Courtland. -Streets and 
completing the square in an attractive and humane nineteenth century scale. 
Bel Air's architectural taste was, in the nineteenth and early twentieth 
century, restrained as to style and scale. Few buildings were architect 
designed; most w~re the work of local builders like Jacob Bull and John 
Lingan. While the Odd Fellows Hall (the Old Presbyterian Church) may be 
architect-designed, the Masonic Lodge is the second building in town that 
we know is architect-designed. It is by Jackson Gott, a Baltimore architect. 
Gott (1829-1909) was born at the house of his grandfather, William Cook 
near Lake Roland. In his youth he ·was apprenticed to a Master-builder and 
w.c:iJ:"ked at that trade while studying architecture. After setting up his own 
< ice in 1870, Gott designed numerous public and private buildings, among 
Which are the Johnston Buildings, 17, 19, 21, 23 s. Howard, the Ward 
Building, Baltimore and Charles Streets, the Quarantine Hospital Building 
at Curtis ,Creek, the. G_&i ther Buildings · 269-271 West Baltimore Street,. all 
in Baltimore; Masonic Temples in Salisbury and Richmond, Virginia·; two · 
Methodist Churches a;nd_ the Peninsula Hospital in Salisbury, the State 
Library in Annapolis; the Bank of w. B. Thomas and several ·buildings on, 
the Campus of the Western Memorial College in Westminste.,r .... ..A,mong the. 
private buildings are the marble residence of Professor ct.-· 'i ... - t.rebi"c;:j on 
St. Paul Street in Ba;1timore and Governor Jackson's residence in S~lisbury. 

Gott's Masonic Lodge and George Archer's First Presbyterian Cnurch­
(1882) and his Harfo~d ~ational Bank building (1889) next to the Masonic 
Lodge represent the arrival of archftect-designed buildings in Bel Air. 
T~is new int~rest in style is a reflection of the way Bel Air was opened 
to outside influences by the coming of the railroad as well as an indication 
of the burst of building activity in the Town in the 1880's. The Norman 
style of the -building is a style that was popular in Baltimore, and around 
the nation, in the 1870's, followed almost immediately by the Richardsonian 
movement into "creative eclecticism" in the 1880's. The Masonic Lodge is 
an example of what might be called Norman eclectic and with its neighbor, 
the Richardson Romanesque bank building, exemplifies in a solid but graceful 
way the architectural trends of the era. The brooding mass of the lodge, 
its corner tower with its conical roof and the shed dormers of the main 
block all speak of Norman. The strong upward movement of the elevations' 
bays and pilaster strips and the gables topping the bays speak of Gothic, 
?-- do the advance and retreat of the bays and the delicate string courses 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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of the southwest projecting bay. All three chimneys are different, and 
the last one looks like a ventilator for the ground floor bar. 

The tower which forms the fourth end projection carries the entry 
-O the upper two floors, a pair of double eight panel doors topped by a 
single pane transom with "Mt. Ararat Lodge #44 F & AM, Meetings 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays" painted on it. The tower windows are all double-hung 1/1 
with stone sills and lintels. They are narrow slits on the first floor 
flanking the door, wider in the second level, and shorter on the third. 
A pair of square, single panes light the staircase between the second and 
third floors. At the level of the dormers five double-hung 1/1 windows 
are evenly spaced around the top portion of the tower, which is the only 
portion of the building to have wooden shingles. Between the brick work 
and the shingles is a wooden cornice with dentil band. The conical roof 
of the tower is crowned with a crocket. 

To tie the building together and offset the strong verticality of the 
design are double string courses at the top of the windows on the first 
level all around, at the spring of the arch in the second level in the 
central bays and on the tower, at the top of the second level windows in 
the projecting portions and at the same level on the central bays, but 
not on the pilaster strips or the tower, and at sill level on the top 
floor on the projecting bays and the tower but not on the pilaster strips. 
For good measure the tower has its own double-string course at sill level 
on the second level. 

Each level of the building had a different use. The first level on 
Bond Street has always had a bar-restaurant in it. The next level, the 
first on Wall Street, has four office suites with entrances on Wall Street 
~nd running straight back to the Bond Street side. The walls between the 

ffices are thick brick load bearing walls. A wide slightly curving open­
.~tring staircase approaches the next level from the door in the tower. This 
level was an assembly room. Cast iron columns with Ionic capitals foot on 
the load bearing walls in the lower level and support the ceiling. Sub­
sequent to the construction of the building a shallow stage was built in 
the south end of the room. It is framed by paneled pilasters whose Ionic 
capitals echo the cast iron columns. The stage is boarded up now. Flanking 
the stage are two tiny rooms used as dressing rooms. Original twelve panel 
doors still guard the entrance. Insulation bags are currently being stored 
on this level. On the top floor was the lodge room, a large room with a 
fine timbered ceiling. A raised platform at the north and south ends of 
the room are the only reminders of the rituals once performed there. 

This building is unused except for a couple of the offices and the bar. 
One of the proposals for a new Harford County Courthouse involves demolishing 
~his building and the bank building next door, although there is nothing 
wrong with the building except the roof. The whole structure presents a 
~elancholy appearance today from lack of maintenance. The top floor has 
~een invaded by pigeons and their droppings and corpses litter the floor. 
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tieing the whole together. Withal, the regularity and 
balance of the structure as a whole are more reminiscent of classical 
forms than of the deliberate asymmetry of the Gothic mode, yet on the 
Wall Street side (east) the entrance tower introduces a kind of balanced 
irregularity to that elevation. walking around the building, one gets 
a kaleidoscopic impression, that of constantly changing and moving 
surfaces, always moving yet always in balance. The fenestration provides 
a satisfying balance between the upward thrust of the slits in the tower 
and the rectangular windows and the solid downward thrust of the arched 
composite windows in the middle story. The effect is of upward aspiration 
solidly held in this world, an excellent symbolism for a building 
designed to accommodate offices, a Town Hall, and the Mystic-cum-this­
worldly Masonic Lodge. 

The building has served Bel Air in a variety of ways for nearly a 
hundred years. It's lodge, Mt. Ararat, #44, is one of the oldest in 
Maryland. Mt. Ararat #44 is the lineal descendent of the old Joppa Lodge 
#1 which was chartered from England by Lord Blaney in 1765. In 1794 the 
group was chartered as Belle Air Lodge #14 by the Grand Lodge of 
Maryland. This lodge became inactive in 1796 or 1797 and was reorganized 
as the Mt. Ararat Lodge #44 with its home in Cecil County. Early members 
include William Whiteford, Robert Ramsey, St. Clair Street, John McKenny, 
John Kean, Thomas McKennon, John Street, Stevenson Archer, George Macomber 
and John Saunders. Around 1820 the lodge was at Dublin. Richard Dallam, 
Israel Maulsby, Morgan Richardson, Richard McGaw, Erastus Wright, 
Stevenson Archer, and Samuel Bradford are listed on the rolls from this 
period. It is quite clear that the county elite belonged to the lodge. 

In 1827 the justices of the Harford County Levy Court, at that time 
the governing body of the county, sold 4200 square feet off the west 
end of the county lot to the trustees of the Masonic Lodge (John McKenney, 
Israel D. Maulsby, James Pannell, and Samuel Bradford) for $1 current 
money. An act of the Maryland General Assembly was required to allow the 
sale. The Masons proposed to build a two-story building on the site, the 
first story to be used as a place of worship (there being no other in 
town), and the second story to be a lodge room. Previously the religious 
needs of the townspeople had been met by itinerants who preached with 
some regularity in the courtroom at the courthouse. 

By 1829 the lodge was settled in Bel Air and was building a home for 
the lodge and a church, but the Grand Lodge still held meetings at 
Abingdon and Havre de Grace as well. The Grand Lodge lent Mt. Ararat 
banners and "other furniture" for the dedication of the new hall .rune 24, 
1833. The following year they were authorized to hold meetings at Slate 
Ridge. 

Itinerants continued to serve the people in the Union Church of the 
Masonic Lodge until the 1850's. In 1854 the trustees of the lodge (A. L. 
Jarrett, William H. Dallam, William s. Richardson, and Charles Bond) 
leased the first floor of their lodge to the Methodist Protestant Church 
for 20 years for one cent annual rent. This was one of three organized 
congregations in town. The Methodist Episcopal congregation had finally 
built a church on their lot in 1856. The Presbyterians organized in 1852 
and built their church on Pennsylvania that year. The second story of 
the first Masonic Lodge Building served as the lodge meeting room. 

In 1886 the old building was felt to be too small and plans were made 
for a grand new building. Jackson Gott, a Baltimore architect, was hired 
to do the design and three of Bel Air's prominent contractors worked on 
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the project. The old building was demolished by John Lingan. Stone 
masons Dunnigan and Dunnigan did the foundation using stone taken from 
the old building. Jacob Bull, Bel Air's most prominent builder­
architect did the rest of the work. The building was expected to cost 
in the neighborhood of $15,000. 

A Grand Bazaar to benefit the new lodge was held in June of 1886 
by the wives and daughters of the lodge members. Local and Baltimore 
merchants were talked into donating dozens of door prizes, and the ladies 
had tables with fancy work and baked goods. Masons from all over the 
state came on a specially chartered train. The whole County supported 
the endeavor which netted $3,400, a truly remarkable sum for that date. 

In September 1886 a cornerstone of Harford granite was laid. 
cornerstone contained the proceedings of the Grand Lodge (1885-86), 
The by-laws and subscription list of the Bel Air Lodge, an account 
of the Grand Bazaar, a Bible, coins, and copies of the county and 
Baltimore newspapers. Again masons from all over the state attended, 
this time in full regalia. 

A November article in the Harford Democrat relates that 243,000 
bricks were used in the building: 40,000 from Baltimore, 30,000 from 
Mr. Culp at Cambria, and the remaining number from Mr. Warner's Bel 
Air Brick Yard. 

The first of a long series of social events was held in the new 
building in July 1887. The Harford Cotillion Club held its dance in 
the third floor Masonic Hall because the second floor Town Hall was 
still being painted. In September the stores and offices were ready for 
occupancy. Joseph Coale had his meat market in the ground floor (Bond 
Street side), and the restaurant on that level was operated by George 
Lyle, long-time Bel Air restranteur whose previous restaurant had been 
in the north end of the Holde.n Building on Courtland Street and then 
on Office Street near Main. The offices on the first level on Wall Street 
were occupied (from south to north) by the Harford Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company, o.s. Lee, Harlan and Webster, Archer and Van Bibber, and Allen 
Hoffman. Hoffman was a canning broker; all the others were lawyers. 

The first lodge meeting in the new building was held on the sixth 
of September, 1887. Late in 1888 the new Second National Bank opened 
its doors in George Van Bibber's office because its headquarters at 
30 Office Street had not been completely renovated. In 1895 the Bel Air 
Exchange of the Harford Telephone Company had one of the offices, 
possibly the one o.s. Lee vacated when he bought #20 Office Street. 

The second floor Town Hall became the "Civic Center" of Bel Air, 
hosting many balls and cotillions, school graduations, amateur and 
strolling professional theater productions, concerts, lectures 
(temperance and other) and meetings too large to be held in the courtroom 
at the courthouse across the street. In the mid - 1890's the local belles 
organized a drill team under the command of the daughter of Captain 
Richard Boldin, one of Bel Air's Union Civil War veterans. They performed 
a flag drill in the Town Hall to universal aclaim. The Town Hall in the 
Masonic Lodge was the nearest thing Bel Air had to a universal meeting 
hall. 

With the combination of lodge hall, meeting room, lawyers offices and 
the insurance company all in one building, the Masonic Lodge was second 
only to the courthouse as a focal point for Bel Air. 
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Footnote for Masonic Temple Description 

A photograph taken in 1909 reveals several alterations to the building since 
then. The two chimneys on the east--or Wall Street--side had tall stacks with 
two rows of four vertical slits, corbelled caps, and stove pipes. The fire 
escapes and basement entrance were also added later to this side. The Office 
Street facade had an entrance in the first story east bay with a side flight of 
steps from the east. 
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HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

Individual Structure Survey Form 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 

COUNTY: Harford ORIGINAL FORMAL NA.°'ffi;. 
TOWN: B~l a;,,.. 

'LOCATION: Wall Street between Office PRESENT USE:l nffi ,-.o l har/rest closec 
and Courtland ORIGINAL USE: off; l"'i:>C::/res+-. /1 Ar'lrq:::. hall 

ARCHITECT/~: 
COMMON NAME: The Masonic Lodge Jackson Gott of Baltimori:::. 

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Moo+;n,...,. u,..,,, .... ,.., Jacob Bull 
OWNER: Harford County PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
ADDRESS: Excellent ( ) Good OC) 

Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: Architecture 
Yes ( ) No ( ) Restricted (X) STYLE: Victorian Norman 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT: 
Local (X) State ( ) National ( ) 1886 - 87 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: I Structural System 

L Foundation: Stone(X)Brick( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( ) Balloon( ) 
B. DB Bearing Masonry: Brick(X)Stp.,\1.f~)F~~c~~t.;e~1)Go,;t,f~et_e_ Blo$,~ . .C .1,,, 11 c:: 

c. Iron( ) D. Steel() E. Other: iT1 -r1rsT -r-Jnr,r 

3. Wall Covering: .Clapboard ( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) 
Bonding Pattern: common bond Other: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( ) 
B. Other: 

s. Roof Covering: Slate(X)Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( ) ... 

Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other: 
6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches( ) Towers OC) Cupolas ( ) Do nae rs ( X) Chimneys (X) Sheds ( ) Ells ( ) 
Wings ( ) Other: 

Roof Style: Gable( ) Hip(,}{) Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( )With Bell cast ( )With Parapet( )With False Front( \ 

/ 

Other: 
Number of Stories: 3 plus basement on Bond St. 
Number of Bays: 5 x 3 ----- Entrance Location: Corner of -Rall i 
Approximate Disensions: 75' x 50 1 and Office Sts. in the Tower l 

1 
-----·-

..,...._ _____ , 
TE~EAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: j 

:~o Threat ( )Zoning( ) Roacs( ) Positive( )Negative( ) r 
De'1elopntent ( )Deterioration( ) I Mixed (x) Other: • Alteration ( ) 0th-er: possible demoli t~~ 11 
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f -ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Dormers were stained glass - Masons took them 
3rd floor trussing system 
2nd floor rented - stage is newer 
heavy wood framing between floors - rest on bearing walls 
partition walls brick 1st floor. Six cast iron pillars 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Second building on site. Besides providing office space for lawyers, 
the Harford Mutual Fire Insurance Company, the Commercial and Savings 
Bank, Johnson Credit, and others, this building was the town social 
and cultural center. The Town Hall on the second floor was the scene 
of balls, military functions, lectures, concerts, plays, bazaars, and 
meetings. The lodge room on the third floor was the home of Mt. Ararat 
Lodge for nearly a century. The building is a distinctive Victorian 
structure. The timbered ceiling in the lodge room is particularly 
worthy of note as are the cast iron columns on the second floor. 

REFERENCES: 

MA?: (Indicate North In Circle) 

' < 
_) 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( ) 
Moderately Built Up( )Densely Built Up( ) 
Residential( )Commercial(X) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

I 
i 
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II.\ IWOHD ('CH':\'l'Y DI HEl'TORY :J.il 

•l • · 'fh1• Truslcc-.. uf th1• :\la,.,011ic llali 11utl Ch~m:h. '' '!'his 
iody ... ~ill holds title 1o t lw property. 

'l'ht> Lodge lllt'l for I he fil·,.,t time on .J uuc .J, J 830, in th" 
•11iltli11~ :-.tau<.ling un the f>itc now occnpiecJ hy the 'l'emple. 
h1 June 24. 183:1, tlw 1ww :\lasonic Hall was tlctlirntP<l 
\ilh llll' "'''"t Pb1horat<· :\lnsonit• program ('\'C'I' p1·rsr11lc<l iu 
~t·i' ~\it'. 

Abom lhb I , wht•n it \\<ls del'icletl to moYc the d1urch from 
hr hall, the Tn1:-.h•rs t•utt•rN.l into a ,.,pirill•cl cli'Wll'-"ion as 
o what slwultl be don<' with the lom•t' portion of the build­
ng in the way of alt1•rutiou;.,. Xothi11~ clt•fi11it1• wns cfotcr­
nint'd until, on :\la1·ch 16, 188::i, it wn<i n~!Tl'<'ll thnt, if pusi:.i-
1lt1, n three story built.ling be crrctt•11. 811ch 11 ,.,1r11ct11re was 
lt'sigucll b,,. :\lr . • Tack-,011 Gott. :\lr_ .Ja1·ob Bull. u n1r111lwr of 
1l. .\nn·111 Lu<1gc, being the builcll'r. 'l'hh; is 1lw p1·1•sc•11t 
remple. 

'l'he rorncr!-.tone of th<' lmil11'11:.r wa" lnitl on ~c·pk111h\•r 
l, 1886. and it SC'rms likl-ly that lite kmpl<' was first m·­
·upied by the Lodge on .\U!!n"t ~. 1887. l-:i1H·r thC'n it has 
>t'l'll allert'd somewhat to 1\IN't du111i.dn1! ('Ollclitions. h111 tlw 
•e1.wal appearam·e or the extt•rior has not hl'l'll di ... t 11rh1•cl 

\ intE'rl',;tin!? to nolt• that <>11<' of I hr oltl 1·01·m•1·st 0111•.., 
f ('onnty lo1 may ... till be >t'cll i11 the north cn<l of thr 
mildin::r. Thi1o. stone' i-.. :-till ust'Cl by '>lll'\ ey111·" a-. a .... turl in!! 
'oint in dC'terminiuµ- all n<'nrl1y ]l1·01wrt.'· lint'"· 

The cost (s111all b~· comp11riM n with th11t of "11d1 11 huil<l­
ng today) ''as lC'sS thnn twrntr flw tl111n<..1111tl <loll11r-... '!'ht• 
mildina wos s11bshll1tinlly b11il! as its pr1•;;1•111 1·111Hlitio11 
·hows. 

In anti<:ipation of tht' cl'lebrntion of tlw 01w-l111111ir<'rllh 
rnn iYe~ar,v, a two tlny 1•plehratiu11 \\llS lll'l11. .\ lmffPI 

1909 

r 

l1111dwo11 \\':IS <.,('J'\'Ctl b,\' Illll'l')' D . llauawa~· or l\t'lllllOn· 
Inn. On Suuclny ,.,1•1·\•i1·es were cond11ctr1'. drnwin:.r h11u­
dri•cls of guests. 

In rn.HJ a simih11· (;('ll'bl'lltion \\'llS ob:,crved. 
'!'ht• pn•sc•nl olli<'l'r.., 111·1•. l lurold H. ~mith, \\·U1·,.,hipl'lll 

)[;i-,tr1·; .J E1l.1111111d ~l'OI tl'u. S<'n ior \Y ardr11 ; ! 'rest on 
,\ ln!!'111•ss .• Junior \\'nnh•n; t.:harlrs K 81•\\'<'ll, P. :\I. :->1•1·re· 
tal'\' : ('larc•nl'e \\'altm1111. 1'. )l. Trt!us111·1·r; Xor111a11 ,\lwt.-;. 
S1•1; ior D<'lll'OU i U 11 rla11d U n'<'ll, .Junior Dca1·011; \\'ilia rd P. 
,\1'1·lwr. ~1·11ior Stc•wllt·tl: \\' .• \. 1l'r1•!.W .. Junior 8tcwan1: 
l l. l' llc'111k·r-.cm. 'J'ylrr; g, llrnrnnl flin11s. P. :_\}. Ul111p­
la in. 

In the ~·1•:i r lbO!I, tlw Urnntl i\fn,fer of :\lar)lauc.l, .Juhu 
( 'nl\\ ford, )I I) . i"s111•d a displ'nsa!inn to 1·1·1·b1i1t lirethreu 
111 1'111'111 n lod;!I' in 8lnt1• Hit!J!t'. IJul'l'ord l'ouu1~. 

'!'111· 1·liarll·r was is:,lll'<l h,,. the C.:raud Lodl!" 111' )!ur,\·laucJ 
lllld 1·1111l11i11s tlll' lllllll!'S ol' lll!lll,\' tllll'11'-llll'i.. of J>l'C!o.('lll duy 
l111rf'onl C'ou111,,- 1·ifo:1•11,,. 

Due to th1• met that llO '>II it able pl111·1• \\'ti" found in 8lute 
Hid)!('. th(• U1<'r•ti11~:; ·w1•re h1•ld f'or u [1'\\ months al Hnm· 

... 1·,\ 's Tn\'l'l'll. nhonl tl1r1•1· mill's l)\'l'I' the line in PC'nnsyl­
rnnia .• \s 11111,.1 or till' rnl'111h1•r;.; lived i11 l lurfonl County. 
:\IL .\1·111·;1t Lml)!C \\II:- lllUHtl to Geor:;::c )lc·('au!-.laud'>1 Ta,·-
1•r11. J>nblin. )far,\ land. about l•'ehr1111r,\• ."), 1810. Reconls 
rd' this 1wri111l werr lo~t so it i" 1101 drfi11itcl,v known wheu 
1111· lodµe mowd In Rl•I .\ir. It is kn0\\11. howe\·cr. that it 
\\II" in 1)11hli11 i11 l ~:W 

• • • 
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nnd Offiee of tlw Reg-ister of Wills. 
ThP C'olll'lroom wn.'i dowm,tairs and hall brick floorinl!. 

T wo i11111w11se fir<'phtct•i; stokP<l by hi<•kory, cord-length 
i-.t iC'ks p1·0,·idN.l a t·hr1•ry and in formal atmosphere. \ Vithin 
t he railiul? wlwrc t h<' judge a11cl jury sal, was an clc\'nlcd 
floo r. 'PuwPt'in~ 11hcw<> this, and tlom inatinl? the room was 
th<' jucl!!<' •.., pulpit-l ike· "<'at. 

A 1111iq111• stair1·as1• was al110 a noteworthy f<'aturc of thi~ 
1111u ... 1111l hnilclinl?. ~lonnting- to the st><•ond lloor where the 
1·01111ty ollio-<>s wrrc, the• i;tcps stnl'lrd from the• outsi<lt• n1u.l 
... 11111 tNl 11 pwarcl 1 own rcls tlw son th. l n11si11111·h us t he"l' st t•ps 
wPr1• 111H·o\'1•rt•d tlw,\· 111·0\'illc•d u poiui nf \'llttta!!t' from 
whi1·h politi1•al spC'ak<'r" nddrPssrtl potent inl Yoters. Both 
.iuri1•s. th<' :?rand jnr,\' ruHl ih<' prtit jmy, were up:-.tairs 
Ancl it wns m•PrSM 1·y for thrm to \IS<' this oulsille i;(Ai r<>nsc 
in i?oin!! to 1111d from thrir rrsprcth·p room~. 

l't1m111iltcc to go to An nnpolif. to &ecure passage of an act 
aulhori?.ing the <'l'l'C'I ion of' a m·w <·011rlhouse. So impcra. 
li\'e was this nN•d, the t·ommilt<'P !><'I out on the momin::? 
follo\~ing the fire h<'fort• all of the llam<'S had bc(•n cn111-
pl<'kly <>xtingui..,hrd. 

'l'hr t'mergenc·y trip wns 1111 unprN·cdented suct•rss nurl 
on l•'cbrnary ~5. 1 <;:)8, 1m Al·l was p11,..,1•d n11thori1in~ !.11' 

<'rel'lio11 of a nt•w ('ou rt housr for Bel .\ i r. Comm is.-.io11. r~ 
\\'1•rr nppointril. nnnwly: Stc•\·rni.on ,\rc·hc•t'. ll<'nr~ !-\. 11 r. 
ln11

1 
A. 1,i11gm1 .Jarrett, .Jnnws );fc('or111il'k and \\'illi11111 11, 

Dallnm. 'l'hcy wc•rt• <'lllf10\\'!'l'('d to 1·1111t r1H·l l'or , 1111d s111 • • • 
intPncl thr ("onstrnl'lio11 of th<' new huilcling. 'l'h1·~· \\ e 
f11rth1•r authori7.l'<l to borr11w mmwy and to i<;i,11<• bond- o 
t ht• 11111011111 of t wPnly thomnnd clolh1r,,. 1 t is to the <'I• 1t 
of I ht' ('0111mi~sion that the builtlin~ wns 1•omµlet1•d :· 11 
('O~t within tlw pr1•s1•ribrd nmmmt mul that a s11rplt1' 1<; 

MASONIC TEM PLE !italey 

On the night of J•'cbl'llary 19, 1858, tlic c•ourthousC' was 
dPi->lroyecl by fire. J\mu7.inl?'LY, howt•\'Pr, thr valuable~ rrt·ord-, 
1·ontainc<l in the oflitcs in lllc wings as wc•ll ns I hl•st• Clffit·ri­
them!·Wl \'r~. were pre-.;en·ed from the holoea11i-t "hi1·h 
l1•ycl<'ll nil of the oth<'r buildin;!s ineludincr the Count\ 
('0111111 i..,~illtt<'r 's Otlit·<>. "" • 

Advantn:.rcously, the Lc:?islature wa,,; in s1•ssio11 nt thr 
time th1• fire took plu1·c and immediately arranged l'or a 

Due to tncrr.;ncd p.ages the Indices hive bc?cn moved to tho following pages. 
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n•t urrwd to the County Commi~ioners. (The cour thouse 
hnilt hy tht• 1·0111mi sion abo' r narnNI is the present f'ourt 
lrnildi11~ 1\t Ikl Air.) 

111 lht• intPrrnl pending the 1·omplelio11 o[ the Ill'\\' court­
ho11"'' in lb5, ·:i!I, the :.\Iasonir Templl'. sit1• of th<' presen1 
~fo-.011h· Tcmplt• and Union Church, wns l'or cour t scs<;ion• 

MASONIC TEMPLE 
Br 1111 al'l of L<'.~d-.l11tur<' i11 1826. and 11pon pctttllln of 

man.\· 1·iti7.<'l1S of Harford ( 'onuty. a portion or till' ('ount~ 
lot in the 1·cnll•1· ol' Bel ,\ir wai. grantl•d Lo the trustt•••,., vt 
:'l i t. .\rurat Locl~e for tlw t!rrl'lion o( 11 building to lw """" 
fot· the purpoi;<' of publit• worship and us n )[asouit· llull. 
:.\[1·~"t't'ii .John :.\l1·K<'t1nf'y1 J..,rnt'l D. 1Iaul"h~'. .Tulllt'" J>1•1111rll 

aml H11n111cl Rrmlfllr1l wrrc lrn,1ers. lwin!! ~i,·<'n 1h•· 1itlt 
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