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The Dibb House is essentially a standard 2~-story, gable
roofed frame farmhouse disguised beneath a myriad of porches, 
oriels, bay and dormer windows.It represents the transformation 
of a basic form to suit more worldly tastes and a higher income 
than the average homebuilder's. The house has all the girmnicks 
of the Victorian style--the variety of materials, ornaments, and 
shapes--but it remains firmly rooted in indigenous forms. Its 
late 19th century garb could be peeled off to reveal the same 
simple farmhouse that was duplicated for generations all over 
Harford County. 

The house was built in 1897 by John and Mary Cole. Two years 
later they sold it to John and Lottie Dibb, while they moved down 
the road to remodel the Stier House. This house is extraordinary 
because it is absolutely intact. The original fabric of the 
house is entirely unaltered, and the Latrobe stove in the west 
parlor may be the only one left in Harford County. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on the south side of Churchville Road(Maryland Route 22)between Fountain 
Green Road(Maryland Route 543) and Shucks Road, the Dibb house is essentially a 
standard frame fannhouse of the late 19th century with Victorian accessories. 

With a gable roof and a central projecting bay with cross gable, this 2~-story 
fr.ame house is basically el-shaped beneath a myriad of porches, oriels, bay and dormer 
windows. --The front (north) section is three bays wide and one room deep; the rear 
(south) section is two bays long and one room wide. The east walls of the two sections 
are flush. 

Set on a raised stone foundation, the house is covered with shiplap, with scalloped 
shingles on the gables and the sides of the dormers. The gable and dormer bargeboards 
have a stick design. Two interior stuccoed chimneys flank the cross gable, and there 
is a third interior chimney in the center of the rear section. Most windows have 2/2 
sash and louvered shutters, although severil h~ve 1/1 sash with a border of squar~, 
stained glBss panes around the upper light. The sides of the projecting bay windows 
contain narrow 1/1 sash windows. All exterior doors except the front door have two 
lights over two panels. · 

The north facade of the north section has a central projecting bay flanked by a 
window on each side in the first and second stories and dormers in the third story. 
Across the first story is a one-story, three-bay porch with scroll brackets and turned 
~)sts. (Repairs are evident in several places: the posts have been jacked up several 

inches on metal rods, and the porch is set on concrete blocks.) The central bay con
tains a double-leaf, two-panel door with transom. There are narrow 1/1 windows in each 
side of the bay. The door transom has a green and yellow floral pattern painted on 
glass. In the second story, the central bay has two 1/1 sash windows with stained 
glass borders around the upper lights, and windows in the sides of the projection as 
-in the first story. In the third story, the central gable contains a porch with a 
trapezoidal-shaped opening and a fretwork railing. A two-light over two-panel door 
leaas onto the porch. 

The east end of the north section has a square bay window projecting from the first 
story, sunnounted by a shed-roofed porch in the second story. There is a window in the 
gable above. In the first floor bay window is a 1/1 sash window with stained glass 
border and narrow windows in the sides of the bay. Underneath the windows are vertical 
board panels. Accessible by a fuTl-length window with a stained glass border around the 
upper light, the second story porch has a fret railing, carved brackets, turned posts, 
and sunburst designs supporting the roof. 

On the south facade of the front ~ction, the south wing covers the east side, and 
the west has a one-story porch on the first story and a one-room addition on the second 
story. (This addition, 1f not original to the house, was added soon after it was built.) 
A door leads onto the porch, whicti has carved brackets and chamfered posts. 

The west end of the north section is three-sided below the gable with three 
windows on each story. Under the first story windows are vertical board panels. 

tween the first and second stories and in the third story are sections of scalloped 
~ningles. The windows 1n the second story no longer have shutters. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET # 1. 
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The south section has two dormers in each side of the aable roof. The east facade 
has a pentagonal bay window in the first story north bay, .flanked on the south by one 
window. The bay window contains three narrow windows with vartical board panels under
neath. In the second story are two windows, and the dormers are like those in the north 
section. 

The south end of the south section has a one-story, flat-roofed porch enclosed on 
the west side. A door opens onto the porch, which has carved brackets and turned posts 
like those on the front porch. Above this is a double window in the second story 
and a single window in the gable. -

The west facade has two windows to the south and a door in the north bay of the 
first story. Under the window in the south bay is a vmoden hatch to the basement. 
The two \'>'indows in the second story are not aligned with those in the first and are 
missing their shutters. There is a window in the west wall of the enclosed part of the 

-oorch. 

The interior plan of the north section consists of a central stair hall with a 
room opening off either side; the south wing has two rooms with a pantry off the south 
end and winder stairs to the second floor in the south room. 

Although the outline of each room is different, all exhibit the Victorian penchant 
for large, airy spaces and polygonal shapes. Not one of the first floor rooms is a 
simple square or rectangle. The woodwork is regular throughout: the trim is characterized 

- by two bands of reeding separated by a central ovolo band and all rooms have the same 
baseboard. Except for the kitchen, where the trim has been painted, the woodwork is 
stained and completely unaltered. The hall floors on all three floors are of alternating 
light and dark boards. All rooms had stoves at one time, and the fireplaces were built 
for Latrobe stoves rather than fires. 

In the north section, the central hall has a single-run staircase on the east side; 
underneath the stairs is a closet. At the north end of tr.e hall, doors to the two 
adjacent rooms open at an angle on either side of the front door. At the south end is 
an exterior door, flanked on the east by a door to the dining room (the north room of 
the south wing). In the south corner of the west wall is a door to the west room. 
In the hall the trim is more colorful than in the rest of the house, with a dark 
reddish central ovolo that contrasts with the lighter stained woodwork. The closed
string stair has turned balusters and a square newel post with central vertical reeded 
insets and a raised-bull's eye on each side crowned by a ball with horisontal beading. 

The west room has a projecting chimney breast in the east wall, with a red painted 
_I ate mantel, a slate hearth, and a Latrobe stove with a hood bearing the name "Windsor". 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #2. 
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Painted to look like red marble with white streaks, the mantelpiece consists of a simple 
shelf supported on black brackets, a fascia with three black diamonds, and flanking the 
opening, pilasters set on projecting bases with black collars at the caps and decorated 
with a s~ylized design of black diamonds and white lines. 

The east room has a similar arrangement, with double doors to the dining room in 
the south wall. In the west wall, in a projecting chimney breast, is a dark green painted 
slate mantel with a plain shelf, a fascia with simple incised designs, pilasters flanking 
the opening with black collars at the caps and bases, and a slate hearth. The bay window 
in the east wall is paneled, with chamfered pilasters at the corners. 

In the south wing, the dining room has an exterior door in the north corner of the 
west wall. In the south wall is a door to the kitchen in the west corner and a closet in 
the east corner. The bay in the east wall is paneled with chamfered posts at the corners. 

The kitchen, at the south end of the south wing, has encloseq winder steps in the 
southwest corner with a door to the basement on the north side. The south wall has an 
exterior door on the east and a door to the pantry on the west. 

On the second floor, the plan is essentially the same, with two rooms and the 
south wing opening off the stair landing at the south end of the stair hall and a room 
at the north end of the hall. All rooms have closets and holes where the stove registers1 were. At the south end of the hall is a door to the bathroom, which was installed later. 
There is a kerosene lamp attached to the north side of the window. 

The third floor plan consists of two rooms flanking the central hall in the north 
section and one room in the south section. Here the doors are board and batten, and 
the trim around the dormers is plain. 

In the attic above the south wing, the rafters are butted together and the original 
wood shingles are visible. 

The one-room basement exists only under the south wing and has stone walls and a 
brick pier in the center. There are windows in the south corner of the west wall and in 
the east wall; in the west wall are exterior steps. 

There are three outbuildings on the Dibb property: a shed south of the house, 
a barn southwest of the house, and an outhouse south of the barn. 

With a tin shed roof and exposed eaves, the shed is frame covered with shiplap and 
:orner boards. In the north side is a batten door, and on the west is an opening with 

a hinged board shutter. On the east side close to the ground is· another small opening 
covered by a hinged shutter. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #3. 
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The 2~-story board and batten barn is set on a stone foundation and has a shingled 
cupola. The south side has a double door on the west and two doors to stables on the 
east. The east end has a hinged door in the gable; the north side has a door in the 
center of .the first story; and the west end has a hinged door in the second story. 

The outhouse is frame with a shed roof. It has a four-panel door on the north side, 
and a louvred window on the south side. 

lEtta Martz, who grew up in the house at the beginning of this century and lives 
there now, says the room has been there since she can remember, and was made into a 
bathroom by her family. 

The acreage included in this nomination contains the lawn around the house and 
a wide belt of old trees behind and on both sides of the house. These trees give 
the house a setting by itself, unaltered from the time the house was built. (See 
photograph #1.) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The architectural character of the Dibb house stands halfway between the ordinary 
farmhouse and the full-fledged Victorian castle. As such, it represents the tranforma
tion of a basic form to suit more worldly tastes and a higher income than the average 
homebuilder's. The house has all the girrrnicks of the Victorian style--the variety of 
materials, ornaments, and shapes--but it remains finnly rooted in indigenous forms. Its 
late 19th century garb could be peeled off to reveal the .same simple farmhouse that 
was duplicated for generations all over Harford County. · 

--
The Dibb house is exemplary of this type. Not only did the builder go to great 

lengths to be stylish, but the house remains nearly perfectly intact. The original 
fabric, both interior and exterior, is entirely unaltered except for a few replaced 
porch p9sts. The Latrobe stove in the west parlor may be the only one left in Harford 

_County. The 14-acre setting and 150 year-old trees also should be noted, especially 
n this closely developed area near Bel Air. A house of this vintage in this condition 

1s extremely rare in Harford County. 

The unaltered state of this house can be accounted for in part because it remained 
in the same family for more than eighty years. It was built by John2and Mary Cole in 
1897-on a 15-acre parcel originally part of the Old Poor House Farm. Within two years, 
the Coles had moved down the road to remodel a small house into another Vict~rian mansion 
(the Stier house), and tinsmith John T. Dibb and his wife, Lottie, moved in. The 
house has remained in the Dibb family, as the six children--Lottie, Etta, Annie, Naomi, 
John Roy, and Margaret--took turns living here. 

1 Ac~rding to restoration architect James Wollen, 600 Craigs Corner Rd. 
Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078. 

2 Harford County Deed WSF 90/133. 
3 Harford County Deed WSF 94/345. 
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BEGINNING at a point on the south side of Maryland, Route 22 about .5 miles 
east of its intersection with Maryland Route 543; thence, east along the south 
side of Route 22 about 850 feet; thence, south southeast about 500 feet; thence, 
west southwest about 550 feet; thence, northwest about 650 feet to the point of 
beginning, containing approximately 9 acres. 

·1 - - :-- ---- ---- --




