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Moores-Crouse House 
Prospect Mill Road 
Bel Air. Maryland 21014 

SUMMARY 

The Moores-Crouse House was built sometime after 1903 when John 
Moores purchased an unimproved lot at Doxen's Corners. The nicely­
carved porch brackets give it some distinction it otherwise would lack. 
The house form is one used from the 18th through the 20th centuries and 
even with several additions. it is still basically intact. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on the southwest corner of the intereection of Thanas Run and Prospect 
Mill Roads , this is one of those ageless el- shaped frame houses that could have been 
bui lt anytime from the second quarter of the 19th century until the second quarter of 
the 20th century. The single distinguishing feature of this two- story, gable- roofed 
house is its hip- roofed porch with carved brackets that are particularly delicate . 
\/rapping around the north and east sides, its foundation is covered by latticework 
and it has a new iron railing. Three bays wide and one room d•ep, the west end of 
the front or north section is flush with the west side of the two bay by one roan 
rear wing. At the inside juncture of the el is a one- story, one-roan, shed- roofed 
addition. The windows have 2/2 sash and narrow beaded trim. The cornice is plain, 
and there are t ·10 brick chimneys. 

The princip'il facade of the north section has a central entrance flanked by a 
window on both sides, and two windows in the second story . Both ends have one 
window in each story with a projecting entr'l.Ilce in the first story south bay of 
the east end . Only one window in the second story west bay is visible on the south 
side . 

The el has one story additions on all three sides and bears evidence of the 
breaking up of the house into apartments. On the east is a part lattice-part 
frame wing; on the south end is a gable~roof structure inside a shed-roofed porch, 
with a door in the second story , on the west is the shed-roofed wing (mentioned 
previously) , leaving one window in the first story south bay. 

Behind the house is a curious one- story'9 board a.nd batten structure with a gable 
roof 'Uld a shed- roofed addition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECE~SARY 
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~hie house appears to have been buil t sometime after 1903, when John Moor es 
purch::ised an 8 acre "unimproved l.of' at Doxen' s Corners for $143.50 in the settl e­
ment of Mary z . Farnandis ' estate . Mary E. Farnandis had huge land holdings in 
Harford and BRltim~~e Counties and B~ltimore City; this particular parcel adjoined 
t he land of John ~oores , who alr eady owned more than 300 acr es in the area. 

John Moor es ' great- great- grandfather, James Moores (1726- 1791) , fir st purchased 
part of the t r act "South Hampton11 in 1773 (origi nally patent0d to Henry ',/ri othsley 
in 1699) . He wa::; a t"ln.ner and used the pr e- existing Ba\·nnill for cutting and r emov­
i ng the bark from o<ik t r ees to use in vats for tanning leather. The property remained 
in the Moor es famil y until in 1911 when John Moores willed part of his 390 acr e estate 
to his d~ugh~er, Mary L. Moor es, and ~art-including this parti cular plot at Doxen' s 
Corners- to his son, George G. Moore3• In 1914, George G. ?·:oor es sol d this 8 acre 
l ot to James Thomson (JAR 142/458) . 

Foot notes 

l 
WSF 109/469 

2 
Wi ll Recor ds HTB 14/274 

3 
JAR 142/458 
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The Maryland Histo ric Si t es Inve ntory was o fficia lly create d 
by an Act o f the Maryland Le g islature , to be found in the 
Anno tated Cod e o f Maryland , Article 41, Sectio n 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and I nventory are being pre pared for informatio n 
and record purpo ses only and do not constitute any infringe ­
ment of individual prope rty rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Moores- Crouse house 
Qalph V. l'ltld June B. Crou6e 
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-



--,. 

·:·· 

' 
·. ' 

• 

'/. 

..... 

· l 

... 

I 
I 

/-1 . 

I 

\ 

\ 

I 
-J~ 

I. 
I .. 
1: 

\ ·\ 
. \ \: H 

Ctmtral :· l<.'k•,ry 
I · Sch \: ••. : • 

\ ,.. . ·.:,·~/: 
. ~·"'-

4l't .,_ • ·:·· I-'r1en~hip 
Ch ·'-

. ..:·:.. . .. ·· .· 
S1 I~natius ... •· ~6~ 

Ch 

• 

" . 

r r:d 
r 

l 
G BSON I 

./ I 

i\h Tuh11r .. /. ' 
Ch . ' · ·. 

~): . -,co. ·. 
~~ ......... 

~­
._.~'\. 

. ' 



---








