
James King House 
3247 Churchville Road 
Churchville, MD 21028 

f/4-/z,J(p 

This house has several curious features that should be noted. The 
hipped roof with single donners in the front and rear flanks is uncorm1on 
in this area, where gable roofs were 'de rigueur' and early 20th century 
donners were generally in pairs and triplets. This suggests the house may 
be older than it appears, although conf~uration and dimensions suggest an 
early 20th century date. The 1878 Martenet's Map indicates a building 
in this location, but ascribes no owner to it. 

The portico, also, with its heavy cornice and bold Italianate basket 
handle arches is striking. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST HA-1276 
MAGI #1312765604 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Keithley-Bodt House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Bodt-King House; James King House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

3247 Churchville Road (MD 22) at intersection of GraftoQ'a La.Be 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Churchville 4 v1c1N1TY oF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
__ DISTRICT 

X-BUI LDI NG(Si 

___ STRUCTURE 

__ $!TE 

_QBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC )[OCCUPIED 

-lfRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS x_ YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
~;AME 

James Kinq ---
STREET & il<UMBER 

3247 Churchville Road 
~~~~-~~~~~~-

Churchville _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
,_·ouRTHOU~~ 

frn;STRY :;F ::iE<:Ds ETC. Harford County Court House 

40 S. Main St. 

Bel Air 

Ill REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
Ti"LE 

DATE 

COUNTY 

8 arford 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _}fRIVATE RESl:::>ENCE 

_ENTERTA!!llMENT __ RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SC!ENTiFiC 

_iNDUSTfl;Al_ __ THAN SPOR~ A•: c;~..i 

_OTHER 

S'AE ' Zlp code 

Ha.Fyla:flei 

Liber i: 1056 
Folio ~: 10 39 

MD 

21028 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

x._GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

JOU.TEAED 

•I 1·· "\}' 
,_~ tr f J... : (, 

CHECK ONE 

K_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two-story, el-shaped frame house covered in asbestos 
shingles is located on the northwesterly corner of the intersec
tion of Churchville Road (MD. Rt. 22) and Grafton's Lane. 

The structure is composed of three parts: 1) the main section 
on the east is three bays wide and two bays deep and has a hipped 
roof with a single dormer in both the east and west flanks and 
an exterior brick chimney on the north. 2) the l~-story el on 
the west is two bays long and one room wide with a gable roof 
and interior brick chimney with a corbelled cap in the east end. 
3) partially filling the el is a one-story shed-roofed addition 
that appears to be of recent construction. 

Except for the latter section, most windows have 6/6 sash 
with louvered shutters. Both the main section and the el are 
set on stone foundations and have boxed cornices; the latter has 
gable returns, as do the dormers on the main section. 

The main section faces east and has an entrance in the center 
bay flanked by one window on each side, with three windows in 
the second story. The entrance portico has a heavily-molded 
cornice, carved basket-handle brackets, and a railing with square 
balusters. A second entrance is in the western bay of the south 
end, flanked on the east by pairs of windows in both the first 
and second stories. · 

The el has an entrance in the east bay of the south side, 
flanked on the west by a window,with two six-light windows on 
the second sto.ry. The west end is blank except for two gable 
windows. Except for one window in each story, the north side is 
covered by the- addition. -

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULCJ(.iY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGiGN 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 ._ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~2\ao0-1899 .-COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY __ TRA~SPOIHATION 
_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _&THEA iSPECIFYi 

_INVENTION local history 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1855 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Keithley-Bodt House dates from at least the mid-1850's 
and perhaps earlier. It is associated with the Bodt family, who 
were important locally as vegetable canners in the early 20th 
century and were responsible for the building of several houses 
in Churchville. The area of the house is known as Bodt's Corner. 

The first owner of record was John Keithley, whose name 
appears on the 1858 Martenet map for a building at this location. 
In 1863 and 1865, Keithley sold 2-acre parcels, the latter including 
a house and other improvements, to Edward A. Bodt. Bodt was 
a German, born in Hanover May 9, 1833, who immigrated to America 
at the age of 18. He was a cabinet maker and had a shop in or near 
the house. The shop was noted on Martenet's 1866 and 1878 maps. 
The Bodt family retains several pieces made by Edward Bodt. The 
house remained in the Bodt family until 1914. 

Bodt's son William went into the vegetable canning business 
in Churchville and his descendants built several houses in the early 
20th century on Churchville Road (see HA-1520, 1524, 1525). The 
cannery was sold in the 1920's or '30's and waa later demolished. 
It was located near the present drive-in theater in Churchville. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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CONTINUE ON SE~Al\ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 0. 5 3 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

tax parcel boundary 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE 

DJFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Janet Davis. MHT/SHA Surveyor 
ORG."-~ii?ATiON 

Maryland Historical Trust December 11 J 9 81 
Tf'-EPHONE 

21 State Circle (301)-269-2438 
STATE 

Annapolis MQ 2J 401 

The Maryland Historic Sites In\·e:it.ory wa.s oL':iciall y sreated 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
A.:."lnota ted Code of :•laryland, Article 41, Sectio:i l 82- K_;:,.., 
1974 Supr;lemeLt. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constit~te any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· I IOI 



1056/1039 
March 1, 1978 

GRG/496/260 
Dec. 30, 1957 

GRG 464/37 8 
July 28, 1956 

RLW 23/134 
Nov. 18, 1953 
Will Records 

DGW 195/236 
Dec. 9, 1925 

JAR 153/343 
Oct. 21, 1916 

JAR 147/53 
Dec. 31, 1914 

HTB 13/75 
May 17, 1904 
Will Recor:tds 

ALJ 31/166 
Jan. 20, 1875 

ALJ 22/363 
Aug. 25, 1869 

WHD 16/123 
May 29, 1865 

WG 13/362 
Jan. 3, 1863 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

KEITHLEY-BODT HOUSE 

HA-1276 

James King from Dennis L. Caudill & Rosalie N. 
Caudill, wife 
0.5336 A 

Dennis Lee Caudill & Rosalie N. Caudill from 
Bert M. Caudill & Stella J. Caudill, wife 
0.53 A 

Bert M. Caudill & Stella J. Caudill from Mary 
H. Pritchard, widow 
0.53 A at "Bodt's Corner" 

Mary H. Pritchard from Edward W. Magness, step
father 

Edward W. Magness from F. Nelson Smith, executor 
for estate of Mary L. Smith, widow 
$4800 for 2 contiguous parcels totaling 8 A, 2 
rods, 31.2 sq. perches, deed references JAR 153/342 
and JAR 153/343 

Christian Smith from Philip H. Close, trustee for 
cause of Isaac S. Lee vs. Carrie B. Ivins 
$2515 for 4 A. 

Pearson E. Ivins from Matilda Smith and John H. 
Smith, husband 
$2500 for 4 A. 

Matilda Smith, daughter, from Fredericka Bodt 

Fredericka Bodt, wife of Edward A. Bodt from 
Andrew Burkley and Emily Burkley of Washington D.C. 
$300 for 4 A. "where Edward A Bodt now resides" 

Andrew Burkley from Henry D. Farnandis, trustee 
in cause of John L. Webster vs. Edward A. Bodt 
and Frederica Bodt 
$845 for 2 A., "part of Stony Ridge tract" 

Edward A. Bodt from John Keithley and wife 
$120 for 2 A. "with buildings and improvements 
thereon" 

Edward A. Bodt from John Keithley and Ellen Keithley 
$150 for 2 A. (No mention of buildings or improve
ments or further deed reference) 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

James King house 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

northwest corner of intersection of Churchville Road (Md. Rte. 22) and Grafton's 
CITY. TOWN 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

°XBUILOING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

·OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

NRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

James King 
STREET & NUMBER 

3247 Churchville Road 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

)'._occu PIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
,)<._YES· RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

CITY. TOWN 

Churchville, _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Harford County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

4o s. Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel Air, 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DI STRICT 
Lane, near Churchville 

COU,NTY 
Harford 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ,X.,.PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE, Zl.p code 
Maryland 21028 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 21014 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_A-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

,l(ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

)(_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two-story, el-shaped frame ho~1se covered in asbestos shingles is located on 
the northwesterly corner of the intersection of Churchville Road (Hd. Rte. 22) and 
Grafton's Lane. 

The structure is composed of three parts: 1.) the main section on the east is three 
bays wide and two bays deep and has a hipped roof with a single dormer in both the east 
and west fl"l!l.ks and an exterior brick chimney on the north. 2.) The U'2-story ell on the 
west is two ba.ys long and one room ':.ride with a gable roof and interior brick chimney with 
a corbelled C"J.p in the east end. 3.) Partially filling in the ell is a one-story shed
roofed addition that ap~ears to be of recent construction. 

"Sxcept for the latter section, most windows have 6/6 sash with louvered shutters. 
Both the main section and the ell a.Ye set on stone foundations and have boxed cornices; 
the latter has gable returns, as do the dormers on the main section. 

The main section faces east and has an entrance in the center bay flanked by one 
window on each side, with three windows in the second story. The entrance portico has 
a heavily-molded cornice, c~rved basket-h'.Uldle arches, and a railing with square 
ha.lusters. A second entran.ce is in the western bG.y of the south end, flanked on the 
ec:.st by pairs of windows in both the first and second stories. 

The ell has an entrance in the e~st bay of the south side, flanked on the west by 
a window with bm six-light windoHs in the second story. The west end is blank except 
for two gable windows. :SXcept for one window in each story, the north side is covered 
by the addition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

){, 800-1 899 

_1900-

__.ARCHEOLOliY-PREHISTORIC 

__.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__.AGRICULTURE 

&RCHITECTURE 

__.ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXP LORA TION/SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER I SPECIFY) 

It is di:ficult to est~blish the age of this house. The dimensions and configura
tion of the main hip-roofed house suggest an early :20th century date. The rear gable
roofed portion may be the building in this location on the 1878 Hartenet's Map, although 
no o-wner is ascribed to it. 

Several curious features of this house should be noted. The hipped roof with single 
dorme~'S in the front and rear fle.nks is uncommon in this area; where gable roofs were de 
rigueur and early 20th century dormers were generally in pairs or triplets. ='his gives 
rise to the possibility that the house may be older thilll it appears. '='he portico, also, 
·:·ith its heavy cornice and bold Italianate basket-handle arches is striking. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
L:md, Will and equity records of Harford County 

1878 Martenet's Map 

1858 Jennings & Herrick Map 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

lll]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

--------------~-~~------~-------------~-STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Natalie Shive~~s, ~iistoric Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Harford County Historic District Cor.imission August, 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

45 S. Main Street 301-879-2000 Ext. 207 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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1056/1039 

GlG 496/260 

GrtG 464/378 

:'itle .Search 

J"'mes King house 

HA- i 2-1 (, 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Dennis L. and ~osalie N. 8audill 
James King 
0.5336 Acres 

Je~ember 30, 1957 Granter: 3ert E. and Ste::'..la J. Caudill 
Grantee: Dennis Lee and Rosalie N. Caudill 
Acreage: 0.53 Acres 

July ~8, 1956 

1953 

Granter: t·:ary H. P.ritchard, widow 
Grantee: Bert M. and Stella J. Caudill 
Acreage: 0.53 Acres 

!ill of Alfred >'.itchell, dee • 
. Ul real estate willed to ~'.ary H. ?ri tchard 
of :i.berdeen 







James King House 
Churchville, MD 21028 
Natalie Shivers 
May, 1979 
Southeast 

HA- /2.7(, 


