
SUMMARY 

Horkey-Katchmar House 
3253 Churchville Road 
Churchville, Maryland 21028 

HA-1290 

The Horkey-Katchmar House was probably built in the last quarter of the 
19th century. It is a typical Harford County vernacular expression of that time, 
its most distinguishing feature being the ubiquitous cross gable on the front 
facade. Numerous early 20th century additions were necessary to accomodate the 
large family of Dr. Horkey, a Czech immigrant, who was the second owner of the 
house. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

'Iorkey-Kstchmar house 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

northwest corner o: intersection of 3nake :::.ane and .r-:a. ~~te. 22 
CITY. TOWN 

Churchville, VICINITY OF 

STATE 
t'.CJryland 21028 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_QISTRICT _PUBLIC .:_occuP1Eo 

S..BUILDINGIS) .:'.....PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -.:_YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

lfr. Leon Katchm'1r 
STREET & NUMBER 

3253 Shurch7ille 3d. 
CITY. TOWN 

'.::hurchville _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC ~iarford County :::ourthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

40 South i·:ain .St. 
CITY. TOWN 

3el Air, 

Im REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

narford 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE I Zl.p code 
lhryb.nd .?1028 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

i·:aryl2..nd 21014 

_FEDERAL --5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

~AIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

'_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
r;j q.!.I >..- \11.;1«~ •• ·'.\> :,: ~;~ '-., .r·,,/ / J 

"":xtended i!l V"lTiOUS directions,to 2CCOr.J::Jda-l;e r:r. :''."lrk.ey' S tr-r: Children, -!;he basic 
confi;uratio!l of the origin"ll two-stor-.1, el-shc-,ped .:'r3_me ho :se is still S)-:)arent. 
Covered in cl;pbo,ffds ;nd set on a low stone f'und~-~ion, it s2ems t::i h:;ve been a typical 
Ihrford County formhouse ·.·iit~/\..g'l_ble roof •:1ith a cen-!::rc-,1 fru~r- g'l.ble. A one-
story CJ.ddition covering the '··l'\1-lit-<r·two b'l.ys .,f the west facade (probsbly the original 
:£'r::mt o: the to-~se), 9nd a thi:::-d s':.-ory h.<i.s been added to the nort!c. side of the roof of 
.f:he el. The main or ·:1est section is four b'-ys ·:1ide ccnd one room deep; ':he el is two 
b"ys long ·md one room deep--wi th the north Lcades of the two sections :lush. ':'he 
roof h·'s a wide overh31L~ with br·'l.cketed e:wes, nnd tte:-e e.re interior brick chimneys 
in the e3.st end of the e'1st section and the so'.lth end of the west section. "he original 
··:indows ·.·Ii th wide trim ·.vi th a reeded centr>r b'Cnd have 2/2 sash; ::iost of the gqble · .. rin­
do·,,;s "lre c?.sements Crepl'"ced). I'he two porches-one at the juncture of the el ·md the 
othe:::- cove~inF, the s'.Juth t-.-10 bays of the west f ... c,.,de h"'ve posts 3-!ld ornamental br3ckets. 
='he entr'lnce in the west b::i.y '.Jf the el' s so,1th side h3.s colored ;:;l'.1.SS sid9lights s.nd 
'1 door '>Jith t·.vo ~rched P"nels over two rectangulo-,r P"nels. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUliY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW _1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTUR~ ,, 
_ 1600-1699 __::p.RCHITECTURE 

_1700-1799 _ART 

~1800-1899 -COMMERCE 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-EXP LORA Tl ONISETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

~~1 though severely altered, t>-iis ilo 11se T:)pe«.rs to :'.l:we b~en a typical H;:i_rford 
'";o-mty i'<n-r.iho'J.se: t 1:10 ::;tories, fr31Tle, el-shaped, ·.1ith a gable r'Jof and center front 

g3.ble. 
It m:oy :1.;:;.ve been built as early as 1878, ·::hen the l:artenet 's :-:a? lists a house 

on or ne'lr t'1.is loc:'ltion as beloc:ging to '.:ieorge .Swope. ::ost of the al ter3.tions '•Jere 
m-"".de e<i:?'.'ly in. this century by Jr. ~orkey, who was :rom Czechoslov'lkia (several family 
gr::ovestones inec:?'.'ibed in Gzech are still resting against the ho'..lse) md had ten children. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1358 Jennin~s ·md ::errick :ap. 

1878 Martenet's ~ap. 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

DiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

:>t::ilie '3hivers, :~istoric Sites )urveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

~~rf~rd Coi:nty Eistoric Jistrict 8om~i3sion 
STREET & NUMBER 

DATE 

.'..UQlSt, 1979 
TELEPHONE 

301-879-~000 ext. 207 
CITY OR TOWN 

3el :,ir, 
STATE 

l'.aryland "Jl014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



-Architectural Significance of Mitchell Properties in Snake Lane vicinity 
ri I - 1 
i I I' l .> 

Although unimpressive singly, this cluster of houses in the Snake Lane vicinity 
represents a good cross-section of Harford County's small farmhouaes built in the second 
half of.the 19th century. F.a.ch is ordinary and, thus, together they represent the sur­
prising variety of vernacular forme built at that time. None seems distinctive, but, 
on closer examination, no two are the same (although at least one house was a deliberate 
imitation of its neighbor). 

There are certain common denominators among these buildings. They are all two story 
frame structures vi.th gable roofs. Moat are L or T shaped, with 6/6 sash windows and 
brick end chimneys {for stoves). They are of various construction: clapboard, shingle, 
board-and-batten. (However, most have beP.n covered in asphalt shingles or aluminUll siding, 
so the originnl materials are not apparent.) There is minimal exterior ornament: the 
shutters, gable returns, and carved porch brackets on the Winfield Mitchell house represent 
the height of fancy; the Wakeland-Gorrell house with its projecting vestibule and colored 
glass windows is an anomaly. Siailarly, the interior plans are functional: one or two 
roOlls in eaca stol"J' of the main section, one or two rooms in the el, with a staircase 
tucked in between. Or, if the staircase is in the center of the •ain section as in 
larger houses, it is not given undue prominence by being set apart in a hallway (again, 
except for the Wakeland-Gorrell house); it is against one wall o! one of the rooms. 
Utilitarian, functional, with few conceits-these are the underlying theaes of these houses. 

Other motifs are subtler-the relationships between formal and inforaal elements, for 
instance. This dichotomy is represented in various ways: the symmetrical fenestration 
on the front facade versur the haphazard arrangement on the rear; the ambiguous relation­
ship between the facade and the interior arrangement, wherein the former formalizes the 
latter. Perhaps the best way to discuss this cluster of seemingly non-descript buildings 
is to group the• on this basis. 

All houses have a front porch--less one for sitting than one to announce the entrance. 
It is the way visitors are introduced to the house and is often the one element that is 
decorated. The porches on these houses are of different shapes-their scale and ornmnent 
in direct proportion to the size and prosperity of the house: The George Jones house 
(HA-1053) is absolutely straightforward: three parts built side by side with an entrnnce 
in each. The for11al entrance, in the west section, has a one bay wide, gable-roofed 
portico-and that is the only exterior element that could be considered extraneous. The 
Markline house ruid the Mitchell Tenant house #2 bota having two parts, each two bays wide 
and two bays deep have undecorated shed-roofed porches spanning their front facades. The 
Markline house represents a slightly more formal arrangement than the other two-with its 
additions annexed to the rear, leaving the front facade symmetrical and singularly auto­
nomous. 

The Mitchell Tenant house #1, which is wider than the Markline house b7 one bay and 
has a central entrance, correspondingly has a more ornate porch with gable returns and 
collared posts. Likewise, instead of the stair being tucked between the front and rear 
sections as in the Markline house, the stair is in the center, against the east wall of 
the parlor. 

The Winfield Mitchell house and the Mitchell-Magness house-both four bays vi.de, with 
entrances in the two center bays-illustrate well the formal-informal dichota.1 that the 
other houses suggest. The symmetrical facades, the porches with carved brackets, collared 
or turned posts, and central flights of steps represent the public gestures; and the rear 
elevations, haphazardl1 arranged, are for residents' eyes only. The two entrances-one 
leading illte the family parlor, tlle other into the for11al partlo-manifest the duality. 

The Bechtold-Lohr and Bonnett-Mitchell houses are both five bays wide-and the latter 
was copied deliberately from the fol"lller. The porch of the Bechtold-Lohr house with its 



·Architectural Significance oi Mitchell Properties in Snake Lane vicinity (cont'd.) 2. 

massive rock-faced concrete block piers, tapered columns, and hipped roof was conatruct~d 
after t~e house was built but is appropriately-and symbolically-prepossessing for a 
house of this breadth. Its cousin, the Bonnett-Mitchell house, has a relatively scaled­
do111D porch vith square Doric posts covering the central three bays. Both houses have 
central entrances and central sets of porch steps-but no center hall on the interior. 
The formal symmetry of the exteriors bely the simply, functional interiors. Inside of 
both are two rocms, the room with the staircase (which is aligned with the entrance} larger 
than the other. 

Finally-with the ultimate formal arrangement-the Gorrell house is three bays wide, 
with floor-length windows in the first story. Spanning the facade, the hipped-roofed 
porch with square posts shelters the projecting three-sided vestibule with a double­
leafed door in the center, flanked by windows with colored glass borders. Inside, the 
house has a central hall plan. The principal facade of the Gorrell house has all three 
formal elements present in varying degrees in the other houses of this area: the extro­
verted porch, the inflected entrance, and relatively elaborate ornament. 



I' 

Background Infonnation on Mitchell properties in Snake Lane vicinity 
/ 

On October" 4, 1779, Amoe Cord conveyed 150 acres of "Stony Ridge Enlargement" to 
John Mitchell !or the sum of 500 pounds.l In a description of the boundaries of Mitchell's 
land, tl\is property was referred to as part of "Stony Ridge" and ''Paca' s Enlargement" .2 

3 Originally, this land had belonged to John Paca, who in 1775 conveyed it to John Blackburn4 Blackburn then sold it to Thomas Perigrine Farsby who exchanged it with Amos Cord in 1776. 

Also, on December 17, 1783, John Stevenson sold 243 acres of "Stony Ridge" to John 
Mitchell for 486 pounds.5 And in 1800, Captain James Philips of Baltimore City con~eyed 
100 acres of Stony Ridge, which he had inherited frorn his father, to John Mitchell. 
This parcel had been confiscated from James Christie after the Revolution and sold by 
commissioners -ppointed to preserve confiscated British property to James Philips on 
October 1, 1782 for 100 pounds. 

John Mitchell (b. 1737, d. 1801), has been described as ''a renpected and thrifty 
millwright." He married Mary Tidball in 1765 and had eight children. The property we 
are concerned with here-i.e. on the north side of Snake :::.ane-presumably passed to John 
Mitchell'e son, Elijah, and then to Elijah's three sons William, Robert, and Elisha.7 

It is said that in 1831 Elisha Mitchell possessed the land OQ which the Bechtold­
Lohr house and the Mitchell-Lauterbach (HA-1~) house now stand.l:S William's ho11se 
burned. Robert owned the property where the Winfield Mi tcbell house (HA-\l_S(, ) , the 
Mitchell Tenant house #1, the Markline house, and the Mitchell-Magness house are now 
situated. Robert probably lived in the house now owned by William Craig, located behind 
the Mitchell-Magness house. However, that structure has been altered extensively, and 
the house as Robert Mitchell vould have known it is unrecognizable. 

Robert Mitchell married Averilla Hawkins and together they had seven children: 
Robert Louis, Mary Jane, Samuel, George, John Thomas, Catherine, and Margaret. In the 
last gua.rter or the 19th century, Robert Louis Mitchell built the Winfield Mitchell 
house9, Samuel built the Markline house (HA-flS3 )10 and eventui!ly occupied his 
father's house; John Thomas built the Mitchell Tenant house #1, and Margaret lived 
in the Mitchell-Magness house. 

John Thomas Mitchell had two sons, George and Alonzo. George's house burned; 
Alonzo lived in what is called the Mitchell tenant house #1 and inherited Robert Louis 
Mitchell's house. John Winfield Mitchell, son of George Mitchell, then inherited the 
property of Alonzo Mitchell who had no children of his own.12 

Thus, most of the Mitchell houses on Snake Lane were built during the last quarter 
or the 19th century by the children of Robe~t Mitchell. 

l Liber JLGC, Folio 239 
----2 Liber JLGD, Folio 16 

3 Ref. Liber JLGC, Folio 239 
4 Liber JLGA,Folio 257 
5 Liber JLGE, Folio 416 
6 Liber JLGP, Folio 430 
? Mitchell family archives 
8 HD 14/8? 
9 ALJ 32/190 

10 ALJ 32/464 
11 ALJ 36/186 
12 ALJ 64/3?3 

Footnotes 
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HA- \2.0J() 
Horkey-Katch.mar house 
Churchville, MD 21028 
Natalie Shivers 
February , 1979 
east side , south end 


