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New Hope Baptist Church
116 Alice Anne Street
Bel Air

Private

This Gothic Revival Church has a small black congregation,
Built in 1915 it has a different architectural spirit than the
Ames Methodist Church on the Baltimore Pike. It is a more
adventurous structure with its early 20th century stained glass
and its apse, the only one in Town. It has a notable pressed
tin ceiling and chandelier in the sanctuary and a pool for
baptism under the pulpit.
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DESCRIPTION
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__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
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__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This gable roofed, aluminum-sided Gothic Revival Church is at
116 AliceAnne Street in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland.
The church is connected by means of two passageways around the apse to
the kitchen and education building in the rear. The front (south)
elevation shows three bays, the eastern bay being a conical roofed tower
without a bell chamber. Two pointed arched entrances flank the semi-
circular arched double central window. A smaller pointed roof window
occurs in the front gable. These windows, the side pointed arched
lancets and the slender lancets in the apse (north) are of early 20th
century stained glass. The rear building (north) has a steeply sloped
gable roof and is sided in asphalt shingle. A hipped roof porch carried
on slender square posts with a solid balustrade completes the rear
elevation of the back building.

The church is divided into vestibule, auditorium and chancel which
terminates in the apse. A closed string dog-leg staircase with square
balustrades and square panelled newel rises to the balcony along each
side of the vestibule (east and west). The vestibule, sanctuary, and
balcony have tongue and groove wainscotting. Two pair of four panel
and one pane doors lead to the double aisled auditorium. To the
north, the pulpit and arched choir are raised on a stage which
terminates in the apse. There is a piano above the choir chairs and an
organ and a piano on the auditorium floor west of the pulpit. The
ceiling of the auditorium is of pressed tin which simulates panelled
plaster with three medallions down the middle. From the center medallion
depends a handsome brass and glass chandelier which looks as if it may
have been gas-illuminated in its early career. Under the portion of
the stage where the pulpit and three chairs stand is a baptism pool
for immersion.

Two doors in the north wall of the auditorium lead to the halls
which lead around the choir-apse to the two room single story back building.
Directly north of the choir is the kitchen and dining room complex. _
North of that is the Sunday School room. The pastor's small rectangular
study is off of the east hall.

This Baptist Church with a small mostly rural congregation is the
only church in Town with an apse, an oddly Euro-Catholic appendage for
so fundamentalist a sect.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small frame church is an example of the kind of unpretentious
structures black congregations have built over the years. This church
has not been so influential in the black community as the Ames
Methodist Church has been.

At the time of its founding, this congregation was called the
First Baptist Church. It was founded by a group of blacks meeting
at a house on Maulsby Street with the Reverend Brickhouse of Baltimore,
Under the leadership of the Reverend Tyler they built a tiny frame
church in 1915. An addition to the church was completed in 1929
when Reverend W. A. Hall was pastor, which necessitated the
mortgage (17 September 1929) of $9,000. That was a bad month to
undertake such a debt. When the mortgage was foreclcsed in 1960 the
church reorganized as the New Hope Baptist Church and repurchased
the property. The present pastor is Reverend Charles Copeland.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Bel Air Centennial Book

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property occupies parcel #529 in the Town of Bel Air,
45" x 200°'.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[B1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Marilynn Larew, Architectural Historian 27 April 1979
ORGANIZATION DATE

Town of Bel Air 838-8700
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

39 Hickory Avenue

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Bel Air Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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UT REFERENCES:
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIFLD SHEET Zone/Easting/Northing
Individual Structure Survey Form

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP:

'PRESENT FORMAL NAME:
New Hope Baptist Church

COUNTY: Harford ORIGINAL FOR!MAL NAME:
"TOWN: __ Bel Air First Baptist Church ‘“
LOCATION: PRESENT USE: EﬂurCﬁ
: ORIGINAL USE: urc
116 AliceAnne Street ARCETTECT/ERGTNEER:
CO'TION NAME:
New Hope Baptist Church BUILDER/CONTRACTOR :
FUMCTIONAL TYPE: Church
ONER: New Hope Baptist Church PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE:
ADDRESS: 116 AliceAnne St. Excellent( ) Good ( )
- Bel Air, Md. Fair(X) Poor( )
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THFME: Architecture
Yes( ) No( ) Restricted(X) STYLE: GOthic Revival
rMLEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT:
Local (X) State( ) National( ) 1915

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System
1. Foundation: Stone( )}Brick( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
2. Wall Structure
A. Yood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( )
B. Yood Pearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
C. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:
Wall Covering: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )
dovelty( )Stucco( )Sheet ietal{ )Aluminum(X)Asphalt Shingle(X
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) back)
Bonding Pattern: Other:
4. Roof Structure
A. Truss: Wood( )Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
B. Other:
5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet etal( )
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:
5. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages: Porches( )Towers(X)Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( )Ells( )
¥ings( ) Other:
Roof Style: Gable( )Hip(X)Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )
Saw Tooth( }With Monitor( )With Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )

(33}

Other:
Nlumber of Stories: 1 A
Number of Bays: 3 . Entrance Location: AliceAnne St.

Approximate Dimensions: 2]1' x 150"

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES:
No Threat( )Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( )
Development ( )Deterioration(X) {ixed( ) Other:

Alteration( )Other:




NA-iI33

ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION:

Main Church - stained glass pointed arch windows

double wooden doors in pointed arch surrounds with stained glass
transom

vestibule - tongue & groove wainscot - double stairs closed
string w panel sq balusters & sq newel double 5 panel

door (one glass)

sanctuary: pressed metal ceiling w 3 medalions
chandelier - tonque & groove wainscotting

choir in apse w piano

loft paneled in tongue & goove

pulpit oak

oak pews with sunflower motif

middle one has

RELATED STRUCTURES:

(Describe)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

corner stone: The New Hope Baptist Church reorganized June 18, 1962
by the membership and leadership of Rev. Jessie Woolfolk

founded October 14, 1906 - built 1915

asphalt shingle under

REFERENCES :

MAP:

(Indicate North in Circle)

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up( )Densely Built Up( )
Residential (X )Commercial( )

Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development( )

Other:

Marilynn Larew

‘\ 3;‘;0 i f;s RECORDED BY:
Ty ‘r¥3 Town of Bel Air

— . == ORGANIZATION:
Al lrau Q 9 November 1979

E ED:




573/47

567/230

132/190

New Hope Baptist Church

19 June 1961

Mutual Benefit Society, Baltimore
to

New Hope Baptist Church

Lot #47 in Richardson's Addition

14 March 1961
A. Freeborn Brown, Trustee for Helping Hand
Savings & Loan of Baltimore
to
Mutual Benefit Society
$8,000
The mortgage (214/264) was defaulted upon

16 November 1910

Alice A. Richardson et al
to

First Baptist Church
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