HA-1339 c. 1887
Frank Dorsey House

215 Archer Street

Bel Air

Private

Originally a simple shotgun style house, this building has
acquired wood shingle siding and shutters and shows what a
handsome home these houses can make when lovingly cared for.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED EORIGINAL SITE
—GOO0OD —RUINS }<_ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED (porch)

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This wooden shingle, two bay, two and a half story shot-gun house
is at 215 Archer Street in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County,
Maryland. It has a one bay shed on the back that is probably the
original kitchen. A newer two bay shed addition is on the last bays
of the south elevation. The windows are 2/2 double-hung sash except
for those in the south shed which are 1/1 aluminum double-hung sash.
The house presents a blind gable to the street and has a glass
jalousie enclosed front porch.

A shiplap or clapboard siding is more common on houses of this
kind; perhaps the shingles are an alteration.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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}_{.,1900- _—_COMMUNICATIONS —_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT
c. 1887

" STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small shot-gun house is a well-kept example of late 19th
century workingman's housing in Bel Air. It is also an excellent
example of the neat and trim condition these old houses can present
under loving care.

This house was built around 1887 on lot #55 in the Hays Addition.
Alex Bell bought the lot from the Bel Air Land Company. The land in
the addition was in the estate of Thomas Hays, a wealthy Bel Air

merchant who died in 1861.
The house is now owned by Frank Dorsey (1034/925).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property occupies parcel #1257 in the Town of Bel Air,
56' x 158"'.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY o
[B1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Marilynn Larew, Architectural Historian 19 June 1979
ORGANIZATION DATE
Town of Bel Air 838-8700
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
39 Hickory Avenue
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Bel Air Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSsS- 1108



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
21 STATE CIRCLE
SHAW HOUSE

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401
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