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General Reckord House 
57 E. Broadway 
Bel Air 
private 

1912 

Broadway is a textbook of Bel Air building styles from the unadorned 
cottage through the front gable Victorian to several classical revival 
styles of the early 20th century. This house is built in the style 
that Bel Air would expand after Horld War I: the two story square house 
with a single dormer at each cardinal point, and the still fashionable 
L-shaped veranda, the whole looking solid, reliable and comfortable. 
It was built by Milton Atchison Reckord of the Reckord Flour Mills family. 
He served with distinction in both World Wars and was Adjutant of the 
Maryland National Guard for many years. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

X EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 
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~LTERED 
1979 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This spacious pre-World War I home is at 57 East Broadway in the 
Town of Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. It has recently been 
remodeled by James Greene, a Fallston contractor and cabinetmaker. 
The two and a half-story structure, recently sided in aluminum, has 
four hip roofed dormers, one on each side, and a spacious veranda 
with a hipped roof extends across the front {north) elevation ahd 
half-way down the side {east). The windows of the slated dormers are 
6/1 double-hung sash in plain surrounds. The windows of the main block 
are 1/1, in pairs, flanked by shutters. The porch was once carried 
on fluted Doric columns. The recent changes saw the porch rebuilt 
with one-way glass but retaining the same relation of solid to void. 
The columns were halved and engaged to the new porch supports. 
Dr. Cortezi has his examination chairs in the porch with cabinets 
providing free-standing room dividers. Thus the patient sits in a 
spacious area looking out at Broadway through the inside plants and 
outside shrubbery. It is a very elegant arrangement.' 

A new outside staircase of plastered cement block rises parallel 
to the west elevation. Mr. Greene built both the 6 panel door and 
the fluted pilaster and architrave classical surround. The rear 
{south) elevation has a first story porch in the west end. The 
sleeping porch above is carried on a fluted {aluminum) column. The 
porch previously had a cast iron railing. The main entrance into 
Dr. Cortezi's offices is from this porch in the west wall. The entry, 
a proken pediment on an architrave supported by fluted pilasters, was 
also built by Mr. Greene. The door has glass above and panels below. 
East of the projecting porch is a ramp for handicapped patients which 
leads to a special entry in the rear (south) elevation. 

The interior of the first story has been completely gutted and 
remodeled. The working area is elegant and spacious since the room 
dividers do not reach to the ceiling. Mr. Greene built all of the 
cabinets, too. 

The only change to the second story has been the elimination of 
the staircase from the inside of the west wall. The entry in the 
west elevation gives on to the dog-leg portion of the run. The four 
bedrooms and two baths will be rented as two suites of two rooms and 
bath. The plain mitered woodwork is original as is the remainder of 
the balustrade. 

The remodeling of the house into offices is an excellent example 
of imaginative adaptive reuse. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This spacious home with the wide verandah was built in 1912 by 
M. Atcheson Reckord. General Reckord served the Maryland National 
Guard for over half a century. He served in Europe in both World Wars, as 
Adjutant of the European Theater in World War II, and as State Adjutant, 
or head, of the Maryland National Guard. The house is a good example of 
the forthright, spacious homes with vague classical revival details (in 
this case the fluted Doric columns of the porch) that Bel Air's citizens 
built just before World War I. 

General Reckord and his wife, Bessie, bought the lot from the 
Misses Munnikhuysen for $500 in 1912 (139/33) and sold the house and lot 

-in November 1915, probably just before he went overseas, to Nannie 
~insey Pue for $5800 (150/257). Mrs. Pue sold it to John A. Robinson 
in 1921 (173/194) and Robinson and Berthenia Pue Crocker sold it later 
the same year to Dr. F. Lee Hughes for $7200 (173/493). Hughes sol_d 
it to Dulaney Higinbothom in 1925 for $7750 (193/209). It remained in 
the Higinbothom family until the widow sold it to Dr. John D. Welte in 
1970 (855/455). Mrs. Welte obtained the house in a divorce settlement 
and, as Mrs. Robert Chance sold it to the present owner, Dr. Ralph 
Cortezi in 1978 (1073/414). Dr. Cortezi is completing a renovation 
which will make the first story his dental offices. The second story, 
which has not been much changed, will have two suites of offices. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This property occupies parcel #541 in the Town of Bel Air, 
120 1 x 200 1 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marilynn Larew, Architectural Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Town of Bel Air 
STREET & NUMBER 

39 Hickory Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bel Air 

9 May 1979 
DATE 

838-8700 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1101 
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986/999 

855/455 

193/209 

173/493 

173/194 

150/257 

TITLE: 57 BROADWAY 

5 September 1978 
Mary Frances Chance 

to 
Ralph N. Cortezi 

HA-1364 

Mrs. Chance is the former Mrs. Welte. 

25 November 1975 
John D. Welte 

to 
Mary Frances Welte (his wife) 
120 x 200 
subject to mortgage 1970 855/457 

21 September 1970 
Elizabeth c. Higinbothom by her attorney 
Edward D. Higinbothom 

to 
John D. Welte and Mary Frances, wife 
120 x 200 

25 May 1925 
F. Lee Hughes, unmarried 

to 
Dulaney C. Higinbothom and Elizabeth c., wife 
$7, 750 
120 x 200 

3 August 1921 
John A. Robinson & Berthenia Pue Crocker 

to 
Dr. F. Lee Hughes 
$7,200 

10 May 1921 
Nannie Kinsey Pue, widow 

to 
John A. Robinson 
to assume mortgages 

29 November 1915 
M. Atcheson Reckord & Bessie, wife 

to 
Nannie Kinsey Pue heretofore residing at 
Marlington, w. Va. 
$5,800 

Page 1 of 2 



139/33 

109/43 

HA-1364 

9 July 1912 
o. Jane Munnikhuysen, Mary H. Munnikhuysen, 
Fannie M. Munnikhuysen, Elizabeth D. 
Munnikhuysen, and Edith M. Munnikhuysen 

to 
M. Atchinson Reckord 
$500 (?) 

7 March 1903 
George L. Van Bibber, Trustee 

to 
the above Misses Munnikhuysen 
Van Bibber was trustee for the sale of the 
remaining lands of the heirs of Dr. Munnikhuysen 
after an equity case (1898, equity 55/15) 

The Munnikhuysen ladies bought various 
parcels of land including the 120 x 210 lot 
the total price was $7080.00 

Page 2 of 2 
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