SUMMARY

SAYRE-COALE HOUSE

3332 Cool Branch Road
Churchville, Maryland 21028
HA-145

This two-story stuccoed stone house with a side hall plan was
built between 1832 and 1856 by either Samuel Chase Coale or William F. Coale,
both sons of Dr, Skipworth and Eliza Coale. Eliza was the daughter of Samuel
Chase, signer of the Declaration of Independence, Delegate of the Continental
Congress, and appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court by George Washington - and
later impeached, then acquitted.

Architecturally, the house is much like an urban rowhouse. The
side hall - double parlor plan is unusual in this rural area and its builders
may have intended to add on to the other side of the hall later. The proportionis and
detailing are quite elegant and, except for the stuccoed exterior, intact.
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This two-story stuccoed stone house is located north of Cool Branch Road
on what is now known as "Waffle Hill Farm."

Facing south and set on the brow of a hill so that there is a full ground
story on the south side, this three-bay wide and two-room deep gable-roofed
house has a recent two-story addition on the west end. The original house has
a pair of interior end chimneys in the east end and 6/6 window sash with
square cut trim. Spanned by a shed-roofed screened porch on a rock-faced concrete
block foundation, the south side has an entrance located in the west bay of the
south side with a four-1ight transom and a four-panel door. The west end is
blank except for 2 gable windows. The north side is similar to the south except
for a window at stair landing Level in the west bay.

The interior has a side hall-double parlor plan. The window and door
trim consists of a recessed band flanked by cyma recta bands, with plain corner
blocks. Windows have splayed jambs with single vertical panels. The parlors
are separated by double eight-panel doors. The mantels in both parlors have
rounded shelves, plain cornices, stone openings with brick arches flanked by
pilasters with simple collars.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sayre-Coale House seems to have been built between 1832 and 1856 by either
Samuel Chase Coale or William F. Coale, both sons of Skipwith Coale. The case
is as follows:

In 1789, Thomas Hall conveyed. 1058 acres of several tracts, to Henry Ridgely
to secure his debt of 2707 pound_s.1 Hall directed that Hall's Rich Neck and
Additions thereto be sold to Jociah Lee and Joseph Miller, but land records
show no evidence of the latter transaction. Instead, Bidge]y sold 152-1/4 acres
of the named tracts to Mary Criswell for £300 in 1810.

The 1814 Tax List assesses Mary Criswell for $1530 worth of property in the
-~ third district: 153 acres, two one-story wood houses, a kitchen barn, stable,
and meat house. Four years later, Jacob Haines of Chester County purchased this
property for $2824.70.° According to a deed made in 1834,% Haines had agreed to
sell this farm to Skipwith Coale on August 17, 1824, and conveyed it officially to
Coale's widow, Eliza, in 1834 for $2000.

Skipwith Coale, a physicial and farmer, married the daughter of Samuel Chase
(b. 1741, d. 1811), signer of the Declaration of Independence, Delegate to the
Continental Congress, and appointed to the United States Supreme Court by
George Washington, impeached, and then acquitted. Eliza and Skipwith Coale had
six children, four of whom survived Skipwith, who died in 1832: Samuel Chase Coale,
Isaac W. Coale, William F. Coale,and E1iza M. Jackson. The inventory of his
personal estate shows him to have been a comfortable--if not exactly prosperous--
gentleman. Valued at $711, the inventory included such items as: an “"el1d" ox cart,
an "old" plough, a carriage and harness, two yokes oxen, four horses (incl. "one
old white horse"), one "milch" cow and three other cows and a large sow; and in
the household: one dozen "fancy" chairs ($18), seven common chairs ($6.50), two
black boys aged eight years ($50) and four months ($10) respectively, and one
black girl, aged four ($30), four small cotts ($100), one brassfender ($7), one
old settee ($2), one old carpet ($5), one 1ot "meddacal" books ($10), and one

UiS. Mag ($2). Skipwith Coale's will indicates that he had manumitted all his other
slaves.

. Skipw?th Coale's estate was composed of two separate tracts "Hartley" and
Westwood." The latter is referred to as the home farm, so presumably his own
house was Tocated there.

(continued)
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Sayre-Coale House
HA-145

8. Significance Continuation Sheet #1

In 1856, in the settlement of the estate of William F. Coale,
son of Skipwith Coale, the two farms were divided into four pieces--one
for each of Skipwith's children. This house is located on the "Hartley"
farm, on the north portion assigned to Samuel Chase Coale, which he refers to
on the 1856 Plat as that which he now occupies. Whether he actually built
the house is still a question--it is said to have been built for William F.
Coale, who was given the southern portion of Hartley Farm. In any case,
the house dates from the late 1830's to the late 1840's, and was purchased
for $3000 by Isaac W. Coale, another brother, in 18586, (Probably to rescue
Samuel Chase Coale, labelled "insolvent" in several equity cases). The
1858 Jennings and Herrick Map acknowledged this transaction and lists a house
in this location belonging to I. W. Coale. Five years later he purchased
William F. Coale's half for $3188.00.7 Born in 1823, Isaac W. Coale was a
farmer, educated at Baltimore College. He first worked with the hardware store,
Richard Norris and Son, in Baltimore and returned to Harford County in 1843.
The Portrait & B%ggraphica1 Record tells us that Isaac Coale was Chief Judge
of the Orphan’s Court, a democrat, and member of the congregation of the
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. ]n his will dated 1899, Isaac Coale left the
farm to his §on, Harry D. Coale,® who in 1926 gave it to his son, William
Chase Coale.” The Coales owned the farm until 1960.

Architecturally, the house is much like an urban rowhouse. The sidehall-
double parlor plan is rare in this rural area and its builders may have
intended to add on to the other side of the hall later. The proportions and
detailing are quite elegant, and, except for the stuccoed exterior, intact.
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DGW 201/132

Will Records
HTB 13/168

WG 14/210

ALJ 9/412

Equity Records
WG5/356

Will Records
TSB 5/10

HD 17/270

SAYRE - COALE HOUSE

Title Search
HA-145
March 22, 1960

September 27, 1926

January 14, 1899

June 30, 1863

March 2, 1858

February 23, 1856

1829

May 6, 1834

Grantor: W. Chase Coale & Ruth C. Coale

Grantee: Lawrason R. Sayre & Jane H.
Sayre

Acreage: 144,52 Acres, Hartley Farm

Grantor: Harry D. Coale & Anna S. Coale
Grantee: Wm. Chase Coale, son of Grantors
Sum: 144 Acres, 48 Square Perches

Will of Isaac W. Coale
Acreage: 144 Acres, 48 Square Perches

Grantor: Stevenson Archer, trustee for
Samuel Raisin & others

Grantee: Isaac W. Coale

Sum: $3188

Acreage: 79 A, 2R, 32 p
part of tract called "Halls Rich
Neck" sometimes called "Hartley
Farm"; Lot 2 in case

Grantor: Henry D. Farnandis, trustee for
Samuel Chase Coale and others
vs. Samuel Raisin and others

Grantee: Isaac W. Coale

Sum: $3000

Acreage: part of tract called "Hartley"
(Lot 1) containing 64 A, 2 R, 16P

Samuel H. Raisin & others vs. Samuel Chase
Coale, Isaac W. Coale, Eliza Jackse,
Skipwith Jackson, Charles F. Mayer
Settlement of estate of Wm. F. Coale (di
1855

Will of Skipwith H. Coale
Property to wife, Eliza

Grantor: Jacob Haines & wife Rachel of
Lycoming Co., Pa.

Grantee: Eliza Coale

Sum: $2,000
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10.

11.

HD 1/311
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SAYNE - COALE HOUSE
Title Searck (Cent.)

April 16, 1818

November 16, 1810

March 28, 1789

HA-14E

Grantor:

Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

James Criswell, Exec. of Mary
Criswell

Jacob Haines of Chester Co., Pa.
$2824.70

part of "Hall's Rich Neck" &
part of "1st Addition to Hall's
Rich Neck" = 145-1/4 Acres,

34 Perches

Henry Ridgely of Anne Arundel Co.
Mary Criswell

300 pounds

part of Hall's Rich Neck & part
of 1st Addition to "Hall's Rich
Neck" = 152-1/4 Acres

Thos. Hall

Henry Ridgely of Balto. Co.

3707 pounds

Jerico, Aquilas Inheritance,
Simmons Neglect, Halls Rich Neck,
Additions on Halls Rich Neck &
the Wind Mills = 1058 Acres
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