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Sayre-Coale Tenant House 
3332 Cool Branch Road 
Churchville, Maryland 21028 

SUMMARY 

The Sayre-Coale Tenant house, originally comprising only the two bay 
wide, 1-1/2-story clapboard section on the east, probably dates from the 
third quarter of the 19th century. At that time "Hartley Fann" was owned 
by Isaac W. Coale, son of Skipwith Coale and Eliza Chase Coale. The Coales 
were prominent fanners in the county and Eliza Chase Coale was the daughter 
of Samuel Chase, signer of the Declaration of Independence, Delegate to 
the Continental Congress and member of the Supreme Court. 

Now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Lawrason Sayre, the fann has been designated 
as part of an agricultural preservation district in Harford County. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Sayre-Coale Tenant House 
AND/OR COMMON 

Waffle Hill Fann Tenant House 

IJLOCATION (north side of Glenville Road at intersection with Cool Branch Road) 
STREET & NUMBER 

3332 Cool Branch Road, near Churchville 
CITY, rowN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Churchville VICINITY OF 

STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Harford 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~CCU PIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

LBulLDINGISl .&'RIVA TE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL ~-PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL ~IVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

~ _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mr. & Mrs. L.R. Sayre Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

3332 Cool Branch Road 
CITY. TOWN STATE , Zl.p code 
Churchvi 11 e _ v1c1N1TY oF MD 21028 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 
REG1sTRY oF DEEDS. ETc Harford County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

40 South Main Street 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Bel Ai MD 
0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

-ci'ooD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~ERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This 1,1/2-story stuccoed and frame house is located on the north side of 
Cool Branch Road northwest of the intersection of Glenville Road. 

Built in two parts--frame and clapboard on the east and stuccoed concrete 
block on the west, the house faces north and has a gable roof. Set into a hill 
so there is a full ground story on the south side, the frame section of the house 
has 6/6 sash windows and a raked cornice. Entrances are located in both the north 
(first story) and south sides (first story and basement) and a brick chimney is 
located in the west end of the frame section, where it abuts the concrete block 
wing. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

::::::'fBoo- 1 a 9 9 

_1900-

--.ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

:::::AG'RICULTURE 

~CHITECTURE 
-.ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 
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_ENGINEERING 

_EX PLO RA Tl ON/SETT LEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_$0CIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

While the Sayre-Coale house dates from the second quarter of the 19th century, 
the lack of fireplaces in the tenant house indicates a slightly later date for that 
structure. It may have been built by William F. Coale, who was given the southern 
half of the 11 Hartley 11 fann in the division of his father's, Skipwith Coale's, estate 
in 1832, or by Isaac W. Coale, his brother, who consolidated 'Hartley11 fann in 1858 
by purchasing Samuel Chace Coale's half, and five years later, William F. Coale's 
halfr This house was obviously always a tenant house (the west half was added 
recently), and it is unclear why Isaac Coale paid nearly the same amount of money 
($3000 and $3188, respectively) for nearly equal portions of land when one half 
included the house and the other had only this small tenant house. Investigation of 
nearby sites may prove that one was once part of the 11 Hartley 11 farm and did indeed 
have a house that had belonged to William F. Coale's share of the estate. 

The Coales were a prominent family in Harford County. Skipwith Coale (d. 1832) 
father of Isaac W., William F., Samuel Chase, was a· physician and farmer; his wife, 
fliza M. Chase, was the daughter of Samuel thase, ~igner of the Declaration of In
dependence, Delegate to the Continental Congress.and member of the Supreme Court. 

The farm, .1m11 owned by the Lawrasan Sayres, is now an agricultural preservation 
district in Harford County. 

1. Liber ALJ 9, Folio 412 
2. Liber WG 14, Folio 210 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land, will & equity records of Harford County 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

DiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Natalie Shivers, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Harford County Historic District Corrmission 4/80 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

45 South Main Street 838-6000 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bel Air MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
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