
ADDENDA (May 1990) 

McComas-Keen House 
631 Roland Avenue 
HA-1487 

Paragraph 1 
1) Change Line 1 to read: "This two and a half story, three bay, gable-roofed, vinyl shiplap 
house is at 631 Roland Avenue ... " 

2) Change Line 10 to read: "The door is wood and glass-a single wooden panel on the 
lower half and a multi-paned window above it. The door is surmounted by a long transom, 
and flanked by glass over panel sidelights." 

3) Change the last sentence to read: "There is a second story back porch in the southeast 
rear ell. The fenestration of the ell has been greatly altered" 

4) Add the following information to the text where appropriate: 
a) "1bere are 1/1 windows in the one-story nook between the west and south 
elevations." 
b) "1be roof of the house is sheathed in composition roll" 
c) "1bere are two interior chimneys which pierce the roof at the ridge_" 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two and a half story, three bay, gable-roofed, shiplap house 
is at 631 Roland Avenue in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County, 
Maryland. It is T-shaped with a projecting two bay by one bay section. 
The three gables (north, south, and west) have fishscale shingles 
and round-headed 2/2 double hung windows. The other major windows 
are flat 2/2 except for the two 2/4 windows in the first story front 
(west) elevation. A rectangular single story, hipped roof bay window 
has been added to the west bay of the projection. The entrance is 
in the north bay of the west elevation of the cross bar of the T. 
It has a long transom, glass over panel sidelights and a four panel 
door. The front porch has a rolled tin roof carried on chamfered 
posts with scroll brackets. The balustrade has plain square 
balusters. There is a second story back porch in the southeast 
corner. 

The interior of the house was inaccessible, but according to the 
neighbors it has a similar floorplan to 626 Roland. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house, more like the older Victorian houses than the Queen Anne 
houses built ~round it, was built by Harry Keen in 1899 on land leased 
from Mary Dallam (98/227). Keen was a partner in Hanway & Ke~n Lumber 
Yard at the railroad station, the successor to neighbor Edward Ferry's 
lumber yard. The contractor was John Wilgis who was simultaneously 
building the Mccomas house next door (626 Roland). 

Mary Dallam had transferred her property in Dallam's Second 
Addition to her daughter-in-law Josephine Dallam (Mrs. Richard Dalla~), 
so it was Josephine Dallam who conveyed this lot in fee simple to Keen 
in 1902 (104/251). That same year Keen bought the lot next door to the 
north from Edward Ferry and presumably built that house (635 Roland) 
by 1904 because in that year he sold this one to Bettie McGaw for 
~1,550 (113/440). In 1908 Mrs. McGaw sold the house to William N. 
~cComas (122/466). Mccomas left a life interest in the property to his 
wife Agnes (will 21/212). She died in 1961, and their son Herbert L. 
Mccomas sold the property to the present owner, Charles c. McCullough. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This property occupies parcel #107 in the Town of Bel Air. 
50 1, X 200 I 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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638/371 

122/466 

113/440 

104/251 

HA-1487 

TITLE: 631 ROLAND 

14 January 1964 
Herbert L. Mccomas & Edna 

to 
Charles c. McCullough & Marianne 
William Mccomas is dead. By his will 
(21/212) he devised the property to his 
wife Agnes ~or life with the remainder 
to their son Herbert Mccomas. Agnes 
Mccomas died July 24, 1961 

11 April 1908 
Bettie H. McGaw & William (William 
now in Kokomo City, Ind.) 

to 
William N. Mccomas 
$1,600 

30 November 1904 
Harry C. Keen & Mamie D. 

to 
Bettie McGaw 
$1,550 

14 May 1902 
Josephine R. Dallam & Richard 

to 
Harry c. Keen 
$162.50 
Keen leased the property from Mary 
Dallam (1899, 96/417) for 15 years. 
Mary Dallam conveyed her interest to 
her daughter-in-law Josephine Dallam 
(1899, 98/227.) 
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