
HA-149 

Oak Fann 
517 Glenville Road 
Churchville, MD 21028 

SUMMARY 

Constructed in 1821 by the Reverend William Finney, 11 0ak Fann11 was 
an unusually elegant rectory with its side hall plan, false windows, 
stone string course, and federal doorway. Finney was minister at the 
Churchville Presbyterian Church (HA-441) from 1813 until 1854. 
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John Archer; Cornelia Archer 
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517 Glenville Road 
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STATUS 

~OCCUPIED 
_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
~YES· RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

Churchville _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Harford County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

40 South Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel Air 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
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PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _.PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~IVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 
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II DESCRIPTION 

X..EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This ca. 1820 stone house is located on the easterly side of Glenville Rd., 
north of Level Rd. (Md. Rte 155). 

The two-story, gable-roofed fieldstone structure with stone quoins was 
constructed in two parts: the three-bay by three-bay main section, built first, 
faces south and has brick interior chimneys in each end; the rear section, which 
is two bays long and almost as wide as the older portion, is slightly off axis 
so that its west side extends beyond the west end of the front section. The 
rear section has a brick interior chimney in the center of its west side, although 
a photograph from the 1920 1 s shows that the chimney was in the north end at one 
time. Most windows have 6/6 sash, panelled shutters (replaced) and flat brick 
arches. The roof with a boxed cornice with btJI molding has been changed from 
the 1920--and perhaps original--roof with wide eaves. The two dormers in the 
south flank of the roof were shingled and are now covered in clapboards. 

The principal--or south--facade has an entrance in the first story east bay, 
flanked by two windows on the west, with three windows in each of the second 
story three bays, underlined by a projecting stone string course. The entrance 
has a round-arched door frame with flanking tapered pilasters and panelled 
jambs and soffitt. The eight-panel door has a central vertical seam, as if 
it were a double-leaf door, and a fanlight. 

The east end has one window in each story--sporadically spaced--and a small 
window in the gable. 

The north wing covers most of the north side of the main section except for 
the window in the westernmost bay of each story. 

The north wing appears to have been altered, n.b. the fenestration and the 
chimney. At present, the west side has windows in each of the two bays of both 
stories, flanking the chimney. The window in the first story south bay was an 
entrance at one time. The north end has a pair of 6/6 sash windows in the 
first story, a narrow 6/6 sash window in the second story, and two casement 
windows in the gable. With a central entrance flanked by windows in the 
first story and two windows in the second story, the east side with two dormers 
is spanned by a one-story porch, which also continues around the exposed portion 
of the southern end. The latter has an entrance, window, and trapezoidal 
opening, in the first, second, and third stories, respectively. 

The interior of the main section has a side hall plan; the north wing has 
been rearranged and now has one room each along the east and west walls, with 
several smaller rooms in between. The trim of the main section has two recessed 
beads and corner rondels; windows have panelled jambs. 

In the hall of the main section, the three-run staircase with square balusters 
and scalloped step ends is against the east wall, with an entrance to the basement 
underneath. The two parlors both have fireplaces in the west wall. The mantel 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
(See Continuation Sheet No. 1) 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEULUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ELIGION 
_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

/S.1800-1899 

_1900-

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__AGRICULTURE 

&RCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

-ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ARCH ITEC.T 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRAN SPORT A Tl ON 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

There are two apocryphal stories about the Reverend William Finney, who is said 
to have built this house between 1820 and 1825. One relates to his career at 
Churchville Presbyterian Church, the other to this estate ~eo-rb~. 

The Bicentennial Program of the Churchville Presbyterian Church, published in 
1938, tells us how the Reverend William Finney came to Churchville and ultimately 
served the Church for 41 years. 11 He was licensed to preach by New Castle Presbytery 
on October 1, 1812. At his licensure, according to custom, he had to preach a sennon 
before Presbytery. The evening before its delivery, he re-wrote it, but was not 
satisfied with it and threw it into the fire. The next day he preached extempore 

_,and was heard by Zephaniah Bayless and James Fulton, two elders from Churchville 
:hurch, who were there in quest of a pastor. They were so pleased with his sennon 
and way of preaching that he was immediately asked to preach at Churchville and 
was soon called to the pastorate. He held the call for nearly a year ... 11 

The second apocryphal story, told by the Finney family, picks up where this one 
ended. After his trial stint at Churchville, the Reverend William Finney returned 
to New London, Pennsylvania. En route, he was caught in a thunderstonn, found 
refuge under an oak tree, and resolved to build his home next to the tree if he 
were called to preach in Churchville pennanently. 

Indeed, Reverend Finney (b. 1788, d. 1873) was installed at the Churchville 
Presbyterian Church on November 17, 1813--ultimately serving 41 years there; and 
indeed, he did make his home next to the oak tree. 

Beginning in 1822, Finney purchased various parcels of the tract 11Aquillas 
Inheritance 11 flanking what is now Glenville Road. He acquired the land from various 
sources, including Joseph Husband, George Walker, Hennan Stump, Samuel Mc~w and 
Michael Sinnott, and continued his acquisitions well after he built this house. 
He built the front or south part of the stone house around that time (a plaque on 
the interior hall wall has the date 1821 on it) and, subsequently, the north ell. 
Almost simultaneously, the Churchville Presbyterian Church was building their new 
church, completed in 1824 . 

. William & Margaret Irvine Finney (his second wife) had six children: Susan Corey 
Finney (b. 1822, d. 1894) whose footprints are in the third floor window arch; 
~.benezer Dickey Finney (b. 1825, d. 1904), who was the first pastor at the Bel Air 
~resbyterian Church (now the Odd FellowsHall) and served there again from 1872 until 
1895; John Miller Finney, M.D. (b. 1823, d. 1896), who for 50 years was the Churchville 
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in the south parlor has a U-shaped shelf set on a cavetto & ovolo cornice and panelled 
corner blocks, an architrave ornamented with four horizontal beaded bands, and fluted, 
in entasis columns flanking the opening. The mantel in the north parlor has a cavetto 
cornice, panelled architrave,and columns flanking the opening. The door to the north 
section has eight panels and a Dutch elbow latch. 

In the east wall of the third floor landing is a marble plaque inscribed: 

William Margaret 
Finney 
1821 

Tempus Fugit Irreparabile 

In the third floor west window arch are the footprints of Susan Miller Finney, 
the 1st child of Reverend William & Margaret Finney, and the inscription: 

WF 
MF 
SMW (Originally SMF, but altered later) 
1822 

In the south room of the basement, a brick arch supports the fireplace above. 
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Oak Fann I James Finney House : /1: 
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doctor; George Junkin Finney (b. 1830, d. 1906), a fanner; William Finney, Jr. 
(b. 1827, d. 1862), who was taken with "gold fever" and went off to California; 
and Charles Mclean Finney (b. 1829, d. 1897), who also went off to. what one 
biography called "the Eldorado of the West," but ultimately returned to Churchville. 

In 1841, William Finney persupded his friend, Joseph J. Beeman, to purchase 
Oak Fann and 200 acres for $80001 while he built "Greenwood" next door. The 
Beemans lived in the house until 1897, at which point Arabella Barnes (at that 
time Arabella Steele) purchased it and 164 acres for $3000.2 

Her niece, Mary H. Steele of New York City acquired it in 19333 and, 4in 1947, 
sold it to James Finney, great-grandson of the Reverend William Finney. 

James Finney renovated the house extensively. A 1920 1 s photograph shows a flat
roofed portico over the front (south) entrance, with a cluster of three columns 
flanking the steps. At that time, the donners, now covered in clapboard, were 
shingled; the roof eaves had a wide overhang (the roof line is now flush with the 
end walls and has a boxed cornice); the north side of the south section had a 
one-story porch that led into an entrance in the south bay of the ell's west wall-
the entrance was made into a window, and the porch is no longer there; the chimney 
in the ell was in the north wall. On the interior, James Finney re-arranged the 
ell, which is thought to have contained two rooms divided on a north-south axis. 
The fireplace and chimney were moved to the west wall, and two smaller rooms were 
carved out of the kitchen on the east. 

This house is notable for several reasons: 1) its association with the Reverend 
William Finney, who presided over almost half a century of the growth of one of 
the oldest and most important centers of Presbyterianism in the county; and 2) its 
elegance and refinement, in a region where side hall plans and double parlors were 
relatively rare. The false arched windows, brick arches, stone string course, and 
Federal-style entrance, bespeak a familiarity with more cosmopolitan buildings 
than Harford County had to offer at that time. 

1. Liber HD 25, Folio 142 
2. Liber WSF 92, Folio 122 
3. Liber SWC 227, Folio 148 
4. Liber GRG 305, Folio 121 



OAK FARM 

Title Search 

HA-149 

1. 1026/890 May 2, 1977 

2. HOC 875/995 June 25, 1971 

3. GRG 305/121 April 26, 1947 

4. swc 227/148 August 17, 1933 

5. DGW 186/217 September 22, 1923 

6. DGW 186/216 September 22, 1923 

7. WSF 92/122 September 11, 1897 

8. HD 25/142 July 3, 1841 

(A) HD 5/517 January 5, 1822 

Grantor: 

Grantee: 

Acreage: 

Grantor: 

Grantee: 

Sum: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 

Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 

Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

James Mc. & Lucie F. Worthing
ton 
Cornelia Lee Archer & John C. R. 
Archer 
140.62 Acres 

Dauphin Deposit Trust Co., Rep. 
of estate of James McC. Finney, 
dee.; & Louisa Finney France of 
Davidson Co., Tennessee 
James McC. & Lucie F. Worthing
ton 
$160,000 
140.62 Acres 

Mary H. Steele, unmarried, of 
Manhasset, Ne~ York 
James McC. Finney 
159.13 Acres 

Bennett H. & Arabella S. Barnes 
Mary H. Steele of New York City 
164 Acres of 11 Aquilla 1 s Inher
itance11 

Edwin H. Webster 
Arabella S. & Bennett H. Barnes 
11 Aquilla 1 s Inheritance = 
164 Acres 

Arabella S. & Bennett H. Barnes 
Edwin H. Webster 
164 Acres of 11 Aquilla 1 s Inher
i tance 11 

Mary C. Beeman of Baltimore, 
Exec. of estate of Joseph J. 
Beeman 
A. Emily Beeman of Baltimore 
Arabe 11 a Steele 
164 Acres 

Wm. Finney 
Joseph J. Beeman 
$8000 
11 Aqui 11a 1 s Inheritance 11 

200 Acres 

Joseph Husband 
Wm. Finney 
$50 
11 Aqui 1a 1 s Inheri tance 11 

32 Acres 



9. (R) HD 6/78 

(C) HD 12/343 

(I)) HD 8/125 

(E) HD 9/53 

( F) HD 14/129 

(G} HD 15/285 

(H) HD 15/204 

(I) HD 17/318 
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August 13, 1822 

September 28, 1825 

March 7, 1825 

December 12, 1825 

February 3, 1831 

November 29, 1832 

August 7, 1832 

November 3, 1834 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 

Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

George Wa 1 ker 
Wm. Finney 
$1300 
11 Aquila's Inheritance" 
12~ A. 6 Rod 

Joseph Husband 
Wm. Finney 
$500 
"Aquilla's Inheritance 11 

26 A, 2 R, 1 P. 

Herman Stump of John Stump of 
Stafford 
Wm. Finney 
$400 
2 tracts: l.)Aquilas Inheri

tance=ll5A,3R,14P 
2.)Westwood 

Joseph Husband 
Wm. Finney 
$100 
"Aquil as Inheritance" 
12A, 77P 

Samuel McGaw 
Wm. Finney 
$272 
"Aquilas Inheritance" 
27A, lR, 12P 

Joshua Guyton, Sheriff 
Wm. Finney 
$161.61~ 
"Aquilas Inheritance" 
32 3/4 Acres 

(Mary Lee administrative of Parker H. Lee 
vs. Patrick Hawlin & Wm. Smithson) 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Joseph Husband 
Wm. Finney 
$32 
11 Aquilas Inheritance" 
4A, 14.25P. 

Michael Sinnott 
Wm. Finney 
$400 
11 Aqui 1 as Inheritance 11 

3 Acres; adjoining lot= 2~ Acres 
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Oak Farm HA-149 
Churchville, MD 21028 
August , 1979 
Northwest 





"Oak Fann" HA- l49 
Churchville MD 
Southwest eievat1on 
Photograph taken ca. 1920. 
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Southwest 
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