
HA-1497 

Aber ts House 
300 Thomas 
Bel Air 
Private 

1917 

This large plain World War I house has only two decorative 
features: the stock turned posts and balustrade of the front 
porch and the hood over the side door. Otherwise it is as simple 
as a house can be. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Aberts House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

300 Thomas Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Bel Air 
STATE 

_VICINITY OF 

Mary 1 and 
IJCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

XBUILDINGISl 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC ~occu PIED 

:KPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Norman D. Aberts 
STREET & NUMBER 

300 Thomas Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Bel Air _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Harford County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel Air 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

1st 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Harford 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone #: 838-5016 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland 21014 

Liber #: 362 
Folio #: 499 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_MLTERED 

, 
t-f / -- , '-( 

CHECK ONE 

x_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This nearly square two and a half shiplap sided house with a 
gable roof is at 300 Thomas Street in the Town of Bel Air, Harford 
County, Maryland. Most of the houses nearby are shot-gun style and 
present their gables to the street. While this house is 2 bays by 
2 bays like they are, it is almost twice as large and has its gables 
to the sides (east and west). A six pane casement window occupies each 
gable. Otherwise the windows are 1/1 double-hung sash except for the 
small square window in the stair run (on the south bay of the east 
elevation). 

The shed porch on stock turned posts, the saw-tooth pattern of 
its spandrels, and the hipped roof hood with trellises on the side 
(east) door are nearly the only attempts at style. The entrance 
in the east bay of the front (south) elevation has long thin side 
lights, which are now 2/3 boarded up. There is no transom, but there 
is a thin decorative cornice over the door. It is composed of two 
filets and a dentil band. 

An old screen door with turned spindle decorations in the 
corners is on the side door. It is probably original. The corbelled 
cap chimney and the shed addition in the rear complete the structure. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 X--ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ 1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

.X1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES 1917 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Lii ... u.
1<? 1 

1v1'i-/ 1 : I 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

This plain, almost square house is not a common type in Bel Air. 
It is larger than the small workingmen's houses and plainer than the 
more pretentious buildings. It was built during World war I on 
land Howard s. O'Neill bought from the Bel Air Land Company in 1917 
(155/466). 

It and its neighbor to the west are in the northwest corner of 
the Hays addition. The addition was named for merchant Thomas Hays 
who owned it at his death in 1861. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEF.ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This property occupies parcel #740 in the Town of Be,l A" 
50' x 128.10' ir, 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

M I.arew Arcbj tectural Hj storj an 
ORGANIZATION 

1 

Town of Bel Ajr 
STREET & NUMBER 

39 Hj ckory Tmenue 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bel P.ir 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

21 .June 19 79 
DATE 

838-8700 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1109 
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Sill\\ IY '.\L:-iBfR: HA-1497 >'.,\In l \:~IJ lllST\HUCAL TRUST 
21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE F 1 LE ~'UMBER: 
SHAW llOLISE 
ANNAPOLIS , MARYl.J\NO 21401 UTM REFERENCES: 

llISTORTC SITES SllRVEY FIELD SHEET Zone/Easting/Northing 

Indivi<lual Structure Survey Form 

U.S . G. S. QUAD. MAP: 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 
~hPrt:~ l-1'f"l11QP 

cn11:-:TY: Harford ORIGINAL FORMAL NA..~IE; 
TOWN: Bel Air 
LOCATIO~ : 300 Thomas St. PRESENT USE: Pr1vai:e res1oen<!e 

Bel Air, Md. 21014 ORIGINAL USE: .. 
.. ARCHITECT/ENGINEER : 

Cu:-tNON NAME: 
.Aber ts House BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Private residence 
O\.:NER : Norman D. Aber ts 362/499 PHYSICAL CONDITION or ST.IWC1l RE: 
ADDRESS: 300 Thomas st. p . 740 Excellent ( ) 1.ood (X) 

Bel Air, Md. 50 ' x 128.10' Fair ( ) Poor : ( ) 
ACCESSlBILITY TO PUBLIC : THEME : Architecture 
Yes ( ) No ( ) Res tr lcted (X) STYLE : Vernacular 
LEVEL OF SIG:\ ff I CANCE : DATE BUILT : 

1917 Loca 1 (X) Stale ( ) :\otionnl ( ) 
<..L:\tiv\:.. iJt:.Slr,t: iv:. : 

SL ru,.turn l Sy.;t . .:>'.'l 

l. Fou11datj0n : Stone( )Brick{ )Concrete( )Concret<> Block( \ 
I 

2. t·:.-ill Structure 
.\ . ~:ood F ra:ne: Po:>t and ik.am( ) Balloon( ) 
B. .food Baaring ~asonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete block ( ) 

c. Iron( ) 0 . Steel( ) E. Other: 
3. \·:.:ill Covering : Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( ) Shiplap r )<} 

~;:::>velty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Alur:iinum( )Asphalt Shh g!?( 
~rick Vl•neer( )Stor.P \'t:ne!er( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Othi>r: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: Wood( ) Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( ) 
B. Other : 

J . 'r)Of Covering : Slate( ) W0oc! Shinrle( )Asphalt Shingle(X) S'1e~t. 
R~1 i 1 ~ l'p( ) RQ-] lt'.:'<.! ( ) T'il I..'( )Oth.:?r : 

r 1 .. _:1gl:1e .. ')r1~~ St~·,··~.-l'l: 

7. Urhl'r : 
Appo.!r:.cJagc::; : Porch·,, O( )To~•.:>:-s( )Cu;1ol::s( )Dor~cr!i( )l;h'!i:i:i•:y;:.( x :r. .•. d 1. 

~~ir.j;S ( )Other- : 
Ro0: S:.y.:.e : G.i:i ( }O i!~;>( )~: ·, )l.Lnt( ):'..:;r.:nrd( ).;.:;?ni.> r1..l( J..i~d:i1.1 . .: •.• , 

Sa\..' Tooth( )',·.'i•I ' !onitc-r( ;.:ith P,p) lc:ist( )\·:ith Pi!r:i•kt( )\.'i:.:1 r ' 
Otiicr : 

:;tnbv'!'" of SLv'!'"i C!; : 2- 1/2 
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.... 1 ,.. ' , 
• • I I 

:.:Umber of n.1vs : --~ --- 2~ 2 w r b~y shed Ertr~n~e Ln~~: io.· Thomas St. 
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Ai>l>tTIONAL ARCllULCTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCR I PTION : f//J~/f.{91 

Gable to E side (Williams St.) 6 pane casement in it 
windows 1/1 shed porch on turn ed stock pillars plain 
balustrade spandrel zig- zag side (east) small square 1 pane s. bay 
then sidedoor w/hipped hood & trellis - old screen 
corbelled cap chimney 
entry in E. Bay window lights no transom lights 
boarded up . Tiney dentil band & 2 filets over door • 

• 
RELATED STRUCTURES : (Describe) 

1 car garage shiplap gable roof asphalt shingle 

~~~~~==----------------------=--====-===z-==-1 STATEMENT OF SIGN IFICAt:CE : f 

middle- class housing of 1st World War vintage 

REFERENCES : 

l'L.\P: (lndicat~ I\orth jn Circl~) 

__ .. 

.. 

I SURROLi>u:::~.;c G\VIR0!\!·1ENT : 
Open Lane( )W~odl~nd( )Scattered R~ildings( ) 
Moderately Bu-1;: t.;:>( )!:>ensdy Bui]< ~ p' \ 
Rcsiccn :ial (X) Co:ru:icrcial (X) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Ro3<l ·id~ Scrip Develo?men~( ) 
Ot. he:- : 

M. Larew 
nl'~.:.::_-=.:=...:::..:.:~~~~-----~-

ECC7j)'."D BY : 
l _ '!'own of Bel Air 
~ ('PG/' • "ll-1"'\-: - -- -

j 1. . :~p Ju'!;" 19 79 
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