
HA-150 
HOMELANDS TENANT HOUSE 

(Harlan's Stone Cottage) 

SUMMARY 

A tenant house on the 11 Homelands 11 farm (HA-139), this early-to-mid 
19th century one-story stone structure is said to have served the 
Churchville Hotel when it was located at the northeast corner of the 
intersection of Churchville and Priest Ford Roads, where the Maryland 
National Bank is now. Other sources indicate the presence of a canti­
levered roof and second floor entrance in the south end at that time. 
The hoase is still owned by descendents of John Herbert, who purchased 
Homelands Farm in 1806. 
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Located on the east side of Priest Ford Road (Md. Rte. 136), just north of 
Churchville Road (Md. Rte. 22) behind the Maryland National Bank, this 1-1/2 story 
stone house has been added on to on two sides, but its original shape is still apparent. 

The gable-roofed house, laid in randomly coursed fieldstone, is two bays long and 
one room deep and faces west. The west side has an early 20th Century shed-roofed 
clapboard addition with a brick chimney extending west from the north bay and a shed­
roofed porch covering the south bay which contains an entrance with a replaced door. 
The south end has a 6/6 sash window in the gable; a one-story addition covered in 
aluminum siding extends south from this end. The north end has a four-light gable 
window and an eight-light window in the first story. The east side has two eight-light 
casement windows in the first story and an exterior concrete block chimney in the 
north corner. On the east side, the roof has exposed eaves. 
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This early-to-mid 19th Century stone house belongs to the 11 Homelands 11 estate, 
purchased in 1806 by Captain John Herbert and still owned by his descendents. The 
1814 Tax List notes that John Herbert in the Third District owned 280 Acres, 8 slaves, 
3 wood houses, 2 11 old frame dwelling houses 11

, one log kitchen, two wood kitchens, 
a wood barn, a log barn and a wood stable, a mill house, a corn house and a stone 
springhouse -- none of which fit the description of this house, so it was built after 
that. Herbert's property was assessed at an astounding $7594. 

The fann then passed to James Beatty Herbert, John Herbert's son. He must have been 
a merchant, and his inventory provides a wonderful picture of a shop full of delights; 
but unfortunately, the location of this store is unknown. 

After James Herbert died, his daughter, Margaret Herbert inherited the farm. She 
married Dr. David Harlan, a surgeon in the U.S. Navy and their property encompassed 
most of Churchville. When she died in 1102 , her property was split between her four 
sons: William Beatty Harlan, David E. Harlan, Herbert Harlan, and Henry D. Harlan. 
The part that the Homelands' mansion and this small stone house are on was inherited 
by William Beatty Harlan and his son, Paul Beatty Harlan, still owns it as well as 
a great deal of other Herbert property. 

The building is said to have served as an outbuilding to the old Churchville Hotel 
at the corner of Churchville Road and Priestford Road, where the Maryland National 
Bank is now. Paul Harlan reports that the frame addition on the west side was built 
in 1903 and that the first floor windows at one time had bars in them. 
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