SUMMARY

Hawkins-Leftridge House
HA-1519

The configuration of the Hawkins-Leftridge house suggests that it is
contemporary with Bruggman's gambrel-roofed house (HA-116) and Harlan's frame
cottage (HA-115) in Churchville. Although it has been altered substantially,
the essential shape and fenestration have remained the same. It is one of
a very few structures dating from the first half of the 19th century still
standing in Churchville, and during the second half served an important
community function by housing a wheelwright's shop. Alfred Mitchell owned
the shop from 1852 until 1865, and Philip G. Hawkins from 1864 until 1886.

With the adjacent blacksmith shop, the intersection of Churchville & Glenville
Roads must have been a prime commercial corner of late 19th century Churchville.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two and one-half story frame house covered in asbestos siding is located
on the north side of Churchville Road (Md. Rte. 22) east of Glenville Road.

Five bays wide and one room deep, the house with a gable roof faces south
and has interior brick chimneys in both ends and a one-story shed-roofed porch
on the east end. Windows have replaced 1/1 sash and plain narrow trim. Each
of the five bays on the south facade contains a window with an entrance located
in the second bay from the west. (Another entrance is said to have been located
in the center bay as well, although the siding has covered up all traces of it.)
A one-story hip-roofed porch with turned posts spans the three westernmost bays.

The interior plan consists of two rooms on the west and one on the east with

a single run staircase between the two sections. In the attic, the rafters have
bark on them. The interior has been remodelled extensively.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dating from the early-to-mid 19th century phase of Churchville's development,
historical records indicate that the Hawkins-Leftridge house held a wheelwright's
shop as early as 1852. In that year, Alfred Mitchell sold one acre to William Chesney
for $100, one of the boundaries described as the road from Alfred Mitchell's Wheel-
wrights Shop.' The 1858 Jennings & Herrick Map also suggests the presence of a
wheelwright's shop here and of a blacksmith shop to the east.

In 1865, after Alfred Mitchell died, a 14-acre parcel of his land was sold
to the trustees of the Churchville Presbyterian Church for $800> A parsonage was
built and two lots were sold off--five acres to William Chesney® and 1/4 acre for
$350 to William Chesney & Philip G. Hawkins® Grey's 1877 Map of Churchville shows
Hawkins occupied the building in this particular location and the 1878 Martenet's
Map indicates that a wheelwright shop and adjacent blacksmith shop occupied this cor-
ner. In 1886 Hawkins and Chesney traded halves of the lot they had obtained jointly?
Chesney gave to Hawkins the southeast half "on which the blacksmith shop now stands,"
Hawkins to Chesney the southwest half--presumably upon which the wheelwright's shop
stood. The Chesneys owned the lot until 1948--Charles Chesney, William Chesney's
son, had been a blacksmith in Churchville.

In 1800, Major Edward Prall purchased two pargels of the tract "Good Neigh-
borhood Enlarged": 15 acres from George Vandergrift™ and seven acres from Dr._John
Archer, acting as attornexbfor Thomas Harris of Mifflin County, Pennsylvan’a.7
Two deeds, one dated 1789,°%another dated 1790™ tell us that Vandergrift,géoiner,
had obtained a 57-acre parcel of "Good Neighborhood Enlarged" with James Eell Hatter,
from Isabella & Jaspar Moylan, "Counsellor at Law" of Philadelphia. The two deeds
are for the same piece of property and contain the same information: the Moylans
had purchased the tract and "the messuage thereon erected" in 1788 from the heirs of
Adam Hoops, who died that year, for a sum of Afo 10s. Hoops, in turn, had acquired
the land in 1770 from Thomas Harris.

In 1812, the heirs of Edward Prall, deceased, sold for $180 to John Logan the
two parcels of "Good Neighborhood Enlarged."*® In 1842, the property was sold to "
Richard Toft for $600 in an equity case, Henry Dorsey vs. Harry G. McComas et. al.

That same year, Toft sold a 14-acre parcel "east of Herberts Crossroads" to Alfred
Mitchell for $185./*

(continued)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Land, will & equity records of Harford County
1858 Jennings & Herrick Map
1878 Martenet's Map

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY _
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Natalie Shivers, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Harford County Historic District Commission 7/80
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
45 South Main Street 838-6000 X207
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Bel Air Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites.Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PsS- 1108



Hawkins-Leftridge House
HA-1519

8. Significance Continuation Sheet #1

The configuration of the Hawkins-Leftridge house suggests that it is
contemporary with Bruggman's gambrel-roofed house (HA-116) and Harlan's frame
cottage (HA-115) in Churchville. Although it has been altered cubstantially,
the essential shape and fenestration have remained the same. It is one of
a very few structures dating from the first half of the 19th century still
standing in Churchville, and during the second half served an important
community function by housing a wheelwright's shop. With the adjacent
blacksmith shop, the intersection of Churchville & Glenville Roads must have
been a prime commercial corner of late 19th century Churchville.

1. Liber ALJ 2, Folio 11
2. Liber WHD 16, Folio 360
3. Liber WHD 17, Folio 106
4. Liber WHD 17, Folio 105
5. Liber ALJ 57, Folio 148
Liber ALJ 57, Folio 145
6. Liber JLG P, Folio 396
7. Liber JLG P. Folio 398
8. Liber JLG H, Folio 136
9, Liber JLG 1, Folio 237
10. Liber HD W, Folio 413
11. Liber HD 27, Folio 78
12. Liber HD 27, Folio 192
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Nannie M. Webster
Jessie L. & Carol B. Leftridge
1/8 Acre

Vera R. & Richard W. Bruggman
Philip Webster, single
Nannie M. Webster, widow

1/8 Acre

Zero, Inc.
Vera R. & Richard W. Bruggman
1/8 Acre

Vera R. Bunker Bruggman &
Richard W. Bruggman

Zero, Inc.

1/8 Acre

Elizabeth P. Beachboard, widow
Vera R. Bunker
1/8 Acre

Tharon E. & Vera R, Bunker
Elizabeth P, Beachboard
1/8 Acre

Ernest V. & Fannie B, Sexton
Orley M. & Blye Richardson
Tharon E. & Vera R. Bunker
1/8 Acre

Annie E. Chesney, widow
Ernest V. & Fannie B. Sexton
Orley M. & Blye Richardson
1/8 Acre

J. Glasgow Archer, dJr.
Charles & Annie E. Chesney
1/8 Acre

Charles H. & Annie E. Chesney
J. Glasgow Archer, Jr.
1/8 Acre

Margaret P. Chesney
Charles H. Chesney
$450

“Parcel of land with improve-
ments"

1/8 Acre
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James E. & Myrtle Chesney, et al;
heirs of Wm. H. Chesney, dec.
Margaret P. Chesney

$1800

Lot on which Wm. H. Chesney re-
sided at the time of death =

60 A. 1R. 31 P; "Good Neighbor-
hood"

Philip G. & Elizabeth E. Hawkins
Wm. Hope & Mutual Fire Ins. Co.
Wm. H. Chesney

SW 1/2 of lot

Wm. H. & Margaret P. Chesney
Philip G. Hawkins

"same on which blacksmith shop
now stands.'

Exchange of interest in real
estate

Trustees of Churchville Presby-
terian Congregation

Wm. H. Chesney, Philip G. Hawkins
$350

"Good Neighborhood" 1/4 Acre

Trustees of Churchville Presby-
terian Church

Wm. H. Chesney

$250

"Good Neighbor"(Sic)

5 A. 1R.31 P,

Benj. F. Mitchell

Trustees of Churchville Congrega-
tion

$800

14 Acres

Alfred Mitchell

Wm. H. Chesney

$100

Part of "Good Neighborhood"

1 Acre

Richard Toft

Alfred Mitchell

4185

14 Acres - Part of "Good Neigh-
borhood Enlarged"
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Grantee:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Otho Scott

Richard Toft

(Henry Dorsey vs. Harry G,
McComas, et al)

$600

22 Acres "Good Neighborhood
Enlarged"

Cornelius & Christian Prall
(Heirs of Edw. Prall, dec.)

John Logan

$180

Part of Good Neighborhood Entarg-
ed, Lower Cross Roads

15A 15 P

Dr. John Archer, Att. for Thos.
Harris of Mifflin Co., Pa.
Major Edw. Prall

Good Neighborhood Enlarged

7 Acres

Geo. Vandergrift

Major Edw. Prall

15A 15 P

Part of "Good Neighborhood
Enlarged"

Isabella & Jasper Moylan of
Phila., Esq. Counsellor-at-Law
James Bell of the Cross Roads
in Harford Co., Hatter;

George Vandergrift, Joiner

Thos. Harrig
Adam Hoops
170 pounds 10 schillings

57 A .50 P. or 49 Acres
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