
SUMMARY 

HANWAY-FOY HOUSE 
2024 Fountain Green Road 
Bel Air, Maryland 21014 
HA-1523 

The Hanway-Foy House is typical of the good, solid Harford 
County farmhouses built in the third quarter of the 19th Century: two stories 
with a gable roof, clapboard, el-shaped, with a porch around two sides, Tt was 
probably built by B. F. Hanway on land he inherited in 1862 from his father, 
Thomas Hanway, who had owned a store at Creswell as well as the land the Charles 
Smith House (HA-1066) is on. There are three outbuildings on the property — 
a smokehouse/carriage house, a machine shop, and a woodshed. A purported 
gristmill and a frame tenant house were demolished. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two-story clapboard house with a gable roof is located on the northwest 
corner of the intersection of Calvary Road (Md. Rte. 136) and Fountain Green Road 
(Md. Rte. 543) and faces south. 

Built in the third quarter of the 19th Century, the house has many typical 
features of that era: set on a low stone foundation and el-shaped, the main-or 
south-section is three bays wide and one room deep; the ell is three bays long and 
two bays wide with two dormers on each side and a brick chimney near the center. 
A hip-roofed porch with carved brackets and exposed eaves surrounds the south and 
east sides of the south section. Most windows have 6/6 sash and louvered shutters 
and narrow beaded trim. The south section has exposed eaves and an entrance in the 
east bay of the south side. The ell was altered from a 1-1/2-story saltbox config­
uration. 

"A" On the property are several outbuildings: a frame and cinder block smokehouse/ 
B,C carriage house, a machine shop, and a woodshed. In addition, a frame tenant house 

and grist mill are reported to have been demolished. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hanway-Foy House is located on the 150 acres Thomas Hanway left his two sons 
in 1862,and presumably the house was built subsequently. Thomas Hanway, who owned a 
store in Creswell as well as the land the Charles Smith house is on, took great pains 
in his Will to describe the acreage and buildings that each of his children was to 
inherit, and since he did not ascribe any buildings to the 150 acres, it may be assumed 
that they were "unimproved" at the time. The house may have been built by B. F. Hanway, 
Thomas Hanway's son, after he divided the land with his brother Thomas in 1869. The 
$500 mortgage he took out with A. Henry Strasbaugh in 1875:' calls for insurance of 
the buildings against fire. After repeated wrestlings in court between Strasbaugh and 
Hanway, B. Franklin and Hannah Hanway sold their farm to R. Percy Hanway in 1909.2 
In 1968, the farm was sold to Dalmar Investments,"3 and in 1976 the four-acre parcel 
with the house was sold to Thomas Foy.4 

The house itself is typical of the third quarter of the 19th Century: 2 stories 
with a gable roof, el-shaped with a three bay wide and one room deep main section 
and a three bay by two bay ell (enlarged from the original dimensions). Its entrance 
in the end bay is a variation on the usual symmetrically-arranged facade, but overall, 
the Hanway-Foy House is a good, solid middle class Harford County farmhouse. 
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9. HD 30/334 (Cont.) March 1, 1845 3rd Part: Joseph Barker Stevenson of 
Carlisle, Pa. (Amer. Life 
Ins. vs. Philip & Rebecca 
Tyson) 

Sum: $3500 
Acreage: plantation formerly occupied 

by Philip T. Tyson = 
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The Hanway-Foy House, when previously surveyed, suffered from deferred maintenance. The porch was deteriorated, clapboards 
were rotted in places, and some window and door openings may have been damaged. Most of the visible exterior elements appear 
to have dated from its late nineteenth century period of construction. In the years since that original survey, the house has been 
significantly expanded with the raising of a real ell, possibly in conjunction with conversion to multi-unit occupancy. The porch has 
been rebuilt and some or all windows replaced. The changes, though noticeable, do not measurably detract from the architectural 
integrity of the property. 










