
HA-1524 

Chesney-Bodt House 
2924 Churchville Road 
Churchville, MD 21028 

SUMMARY 

The Chesney-Bodt House, built in 1905 by Charles Chesney, belongs to 
the early 20th century phase of Churchville's development. When Margaret 
Harlan, who owned most of the land around Churchville, died in 1903, her 
heirs sold off small lots along the main roads. Charles Chesney, a black
smith, became one of the more prominent developers, owning a store (Chesney, 
Rogers, & Hawkins), the Rebecca Jones House (HA-1318), and the Hawkins
Leftridge House (HA-~\~). Most houses of this phase were of extremely 
traditional design, the Chesney-Bodt House being perhaps the most extreme 
example, with the syrrmetrical gable-roofed fonn used more in the first 
half of the 19th century than almost any time thereafter in this area. 
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This two-story, gable-roofed frame house is located on the north side of 
Churchville Road (Md. Rte. 22) between Level Road (Md. Rte. 155) and Glenville Rd. 

Five bays wide and one room deep, with a recent two-story addition on the 
north, this ca. 1905 house is partly covered in clapboards, partly aluminum siding. 
It is set on a low stone foundation and faces south with two brick interior end 
chimneys and a boxed cornice with gable returns. Windows have 2/2 sash and louvered 
shutters. The south (front) facade is spanned by a shed-roofed porch with turned 
posts, carved brackets, and a railing with square balusters. 
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Although appearing to be older, theChesney-Bodt House was built in 1905 by 
Charles H. Chesney. He had purchased a five-acre lot in Churchville from Henry D. 
and Helen A.Harlan of Baltimore City for $4400. The steep price suggests the presence 
of a structure already on the lot, but architectural features (and the present 
owner's claim that the date 1905 is carved in an interior door frame) point to an 
early 20th century date for this house. 

In 1915, the Chesneys sold the l 1/2-acre portion of this lot with the house 
on it to Charles W. & Alice I. Billingslea for $1600. Eugene & E1T111a c. Billingslea 
purchased it in 1939, and in 1948 sold it to the current owners, Cloyce & Dorothy 
Bodt. The latter built the rear ell in 1958. 

Charles Chesney, son of William H. & Margaret Chesney, was a blacksmith in 
Churchville. (His blacksmith shop was located on Level Road, just east of the 
intersection with Churchville Road). He owned a good deal of real estate in 
Churchville, including a store (Chesney, Rogers, & Hawkins where the recent 
Churchville Presbyterian Church Education Building is now), the Rebecca Jones House 
(HA-1318), and the Hawkins-Leftridge House (HA-15l~ ). 
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