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HA - 1527 
Benson Barracks 
Benson 
Bublic (Restricted Access) 

1938-1939 

The Benson Barracks of the Maryland State .t?olice is one of three barracks 
built 1938-39 on rrajor U.S. routes in response to the changing needs of 
the .t?olice force who were becx:m:i.ng increasingly involved with cri.Ire 
detection work and law enforcerrent in addition to partrol of an ever
larger volurre of traffic on State higrways. The barracks is very similar 
in plan to the Waterloo Barracks (00-569) near Jessup. Ib.vard County, and 
the Salisbury Barracks (WI-127) near Salisbury, Wicxxnic:x:> Cormty. The 
Benson Barracks is a 2~ story brick structure, executed in F·lemish oond, 
in a severely streamlined interpretation of the F·ederal style. 



HA - 1527 
MAGI #1315273801 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Benson Barracks, M:!ryland State Police 

AND/OR COMMON 

lflLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 1401 Belair Road 

CITY. TOWN Bel Air, Md 
_VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLASSIFI CATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT --JfUBLIC -XOCCUPIED 

X.BUILDING(Sl _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

State of Maryland 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY Har£· ord 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

x,GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone jf: 3_21:...3686 

STREEI & NUMBERl)epartJrent Of Public Safety and C.0rrectiooa1; ,Services --
--------1'8-.T1:fl::fl0-rt-P£-5'""tlQQ One Invest:ne:rt: Place - - · -, 

CITY. TOWN STATE 1 TCMSon, Md 21204 _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Harford C.Ounty C.Ourthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Liber #: 248 
Folio #: 337 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Bel Air Maryland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

zip code 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

:x-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Benson Barracks of the Maryland State Police is located on Belair Road three 
miles south of the tam of Bel Air in a rural residential and wooded area. 

The Benson Barracks is one of three Barracks constructed 1938-39 with a nearly 
identical plan and is similar to the Waterloo Barracks (H0-569) near Jessup, in 
lk:ward Cbunty, and Salisbury Barracks (WI-127) near Salisbury in Wioomioo Cbunty. 
All are two and one-half sto:ry brick structures executed in F·lemish bond. and 
rest on full fieldstone basements. The rcx:>fs are hipped and covered with slate 
tile. The front facades are wide and symretrical with center pedi.mented doo.rway. 
and constitute a severely streamlined intezpretation of the Federal style. The 
original floor plans for these Barracks allowed for office spaces and berlrocrns on 
the first floor, bed.roans and bath on the second floor, storage areas or additional 
sleeping quarters on the third floor, and terrporary jail cells and storage roans 
in the basemmt. The changing needs of the State Police. who becane increasingli 
engaged in crime detection work as well as increased patroling of a rapidly gra..ring 
volurre of rrotor vehicle traffic after V«:>rld War II, led to the phasing out of 
donnitory uses of the Barracks. By the 1950's interior roans had been a.lrrost exclusively 
oonverted to office and administrative uses. 

The front (Belair Road) facade of Benson Barracks faces west. 'Ihe facade is five 
bays wide, with single pane windows with six lights at basarent level on the right 
of center and one in the farthest left bay on the opposite side which is l:xxrrded 
with plywood. At first and second floor levels. two 6/6 sash windows flank the 
center doo.rway, all with splayed brick lintels and plaL-1 brick sills. At ground 
level 6 carent steps with ornarcental iron railings lead to a carent landing in front 
of the rrodern steel and plate glass door. The door is flanked by a painted wooden 
door surround and sunrounted by a five pane transan. A painted wocil.en pedi.ment toos 
the doo.rway. A wooden plaque inscribed "Maryland State Police" is located on the 
wall di=ectly above the pediment. 

At third floor level, a wocil. trirmed gabled domer with 6/6 sash window projects 
fran the hipped, slate tiled rcx:>f. 

The south facade is four bays wide. containing two single pane wind.a.vs with six 
lights at basenent level, while the last windo...,, near the southeast comer, is barred. 
At first floor level,. two 6/6 sash windatls are found in the first two bays fran the 
southeast corner, and one small window containing an air conditioning unit occupies 
the bay nearest the southvest cnrner. A tall brick chimney projects directly to the 
right of this bay. At second floor level are four windatls . one to the left of the 
chirmey, three to the right of it. All windows on the facade except basement 
level have splayed brick lintels and sirrple brick sills. Centered at third floor 
level is one wocil. tri.mred dorner identical to that on the front facade. 

The north facade is three bays wide, with one bricked-over window at basement 
level. Two windaNs in the first and secorrl bays fran the rortl"Mest corner are 
found at first floor level, three windcMs at secorrl floor level , and third floor 
dorner winda'1, all treated in a fashion cnrresponding to their cnunterparts on the 
rest of the building. A one story five-car garage adjoins the Darracks on the north side. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
( CDNI'INUED) 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
t~l-1~ 7 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _.ARCHEULUuY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 
_ 1500-1599 _.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _scuLPTURE 

_1600-1699 _.ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING 
_MILITARY X-~OCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
_MUSIC _THEATER 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

~1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 
_PHI LOSO PHY -TRANSPORTATION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER I SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1939 BUILDER/ARCHITEC1-. .lde . Pri Construct• Co tlui r. ce 1011 • , 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE MIE:ttibre 
The precursor of the Benson Barracks of the Maryland State Police was the substation 
which opened in damtam Bel Air in the Arrrory building in 1921. Grc:Ming burdens of 
crine detection work and rapidly increasing notor vehicle use necessitated nEM and 
specially built police barracks at decentralized locations throughout the State. 
'Ihe establishment of the three police barracks at Benson, waterloo, and salisbw:y 
along major U.S. routes paralleled the gratlth of the State Police frc:m a sna.11 
force of rrotorcycle patrolnen to an increasingly irrportant crine detection and law 
enforcarent body. 

In Decercber, 19 37 , 2. 36 acres of land were purchased from Harry T. Shriver by the 
3tate for the purpose of building a nEM barracks. Construction was undertaken by the 
~rice Construction Carpany of Baltirrore. The barracks were cx:rrpleted and opened 
in January, 1939. 

Rea::mrendations: --------------
Continue present use as Marylarrl State Police barracks. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



HA-/5d. 7 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records, Harford Cmmty, Liber 248, Folio 337 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET lF NECESS~Y 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 2.=....• 3:;....6:;..___ ___ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See attached_,continuation sheet if 1 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Susarme M:>ore, Historic Sites Surveyor 
Marylimd lli.storisal Tnist 

ORGANIZATION 21 State Circle/Shaw House 
STREET & NUMB&nnaPolis, Md 21401 

CITY OR TOWN 

DATE 
December 1980 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 



Continuation Sheet #1 Item 7 

'l'he east (rear) facade has been joined at baserrEilt and first floor level by a 
large rrodern one story brick addition (utilized as additional office space). 
'l'he original Barracks building, visible only above first floor level, contains, 
five bays at second floor level. The five full-size windows at second floor 
oorrespond to those at secorrl floor on other sides of the building. lm enlarged 
donrer with 6/6 sash windc:M tri.nned with ~ and slate tiles projects fran the 
third floor. 

Other structures on the lot are a rrodern radio t.aver to the rear (east) and 
parking lot on the south. 



Continuation Sheet # 1 

Benson Barracks 
Maryland State Police 

Verbal Bouroary Description: 

Item 10 

In Harford County. State of Maryland, and particularly described as follc:MS: 

Beginning at a point on the southeast side of the main Bel Air to Baltinnre 
Turnpike or highway, camonly Jmo.m as Bel Air IC>ad, as recently widened 
by the State IC>ads Ccmnission of Maryland, said point being South 55 
degrees 18 minutes west 234.78 feet fran the beginning of the 13th line 
in the laID. described in a deed fran Francis V. Ridgely to the said Harry 
T. Shriver, recorded annng the Land Records of Harford County on or about 
the 10th day of Decanber, 1931, in Liber S. W. C. No. 223, folio 416~ 
running thence south 61 degrees 27 minutes 10 seconds east 250.8 feet to 
intersect the aforarentioned 13th line in the land described in the deed 
above referred to, at a point thereon distant 322.76 feet fran beginning 
of said line, binding on said 13th line south 15 degrees 12 minutes 10 
seconds east 69.33 feet; thence south 28 degrees 32 minutes 50 seconds 
west 299.92: thence north 61 degrees 27 minutes 10 seconds west parallel 
with the first line in this description 280.31 feet to intersect the 
southeast side of the said Bel Air Fbad~ thence binding on the southeast 
side of said road by a line curving toward the northeast with a radius 
of 1402.4 feet for a distance of 350.48 feet to the place of beginning (the 
chord of said arc bears north 25 degrees 32 minutes east and is 351.28 
feet long)~ containing an area of 2.36 acres, nnre or less. 



CHAIN OF TITLE 

Benson Barracks 
Maryland State Police 

248/337 
12/1/1937 
Deed (with restrictions)* 

From: Harry T. Shriver 

To: Maryland State Police Department 

Consideration: $25.00 

* 
So long as the said property is actively used for police 

purposes and no longer, including the right to build, erect, 
and maintain any and all structures on said land that may be 
needed or convenient in connection with the maintenance and 
operation of the Maryland State Police Department, and especially 
the construction and maintenance of a sub-station at or near 
the intersection of the Harford and Bel Air Roads. 
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Benson Barracks HA-1527 
Maryland State Police 
Harford C'.ounty, Mary land 
Susanne lt>ore 
Ot!tober 1980 
Md Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md 
South Facade 

.3/4 





Benson Barracks HA-1527 
Maryland State Police 
Harford County, Mary land 
Susarme ttx>re 
October 1980 
Md Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md 
North (rear) iacade 
4/4 





Benson Barracks 
Maryland State Police 
Harford County, Maryland 
Susanne Moore 

HA- •5.:2.1 

October 1980 
Md Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md 
Southwest corner 
21~ 





Benson Barracks 
Maryland State Police 
Harford•ACrmnty, Maryland 
Susanne Moore 
October 1980 
Md Historical Trust, Annapolis , Md 
Front (west) facade 
114 


