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MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTCNE NO. 41(44) 1766 (reset 1902)
Wiley, Maryland/Pennsylvania vicinity

Public/private

~7

Milestone No. 41(44), an original of 1766, marks lMason and Dixon's 4lst horizontal
mile west of the initial stone at the northeast corner of laryland, the beginning
point of their 230.228-mile West Line, longest of their survey lines run and marked
during their 1763-68 cormmission to define the boundary between the hnglish
provinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania. This milestone is an embellished oolitic
limestone post with a low pyramidal top, was quarried and carved in England,
originally measured about 12' square by about W:' long, ggtw%g stand about 3' above
sround, with the capital letters P facing Pennsylvania on the north and M facing
Haryland on the south. Reset in 1902 to stand about 12" high, during the course

of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the lMaryland-Pennsylvania boundary, No. 41(44) remzins
in fairly good condition, unaltered, and/g%r§%§ 8%£ginal survey point, well
protected. Illost embellishments rewmain, th%&éﬁ?&ggtﬁgged and chipped, and there

is a large chunk out of the top scuthwest corner. On the federal and state levels,
tnis milestone is significent primarily as one of a series of 135 original liason
and Dixon monuments still standing along the ‘Jest Line, the boundary commonly
xnown since Civil Wary times as the lMason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical
impact and innovative survey methods. Locally, as one of 17 original nmonuments
reraining along the present Hdarford/York county boundary (3 crownstones, 1h
milestones), this milestone is also significant as one of a diminishing number of
objects and structures with a visually identifiable relationship to the colonial

end Civil War heritage of these two counties.
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HISTORIC (liason ana Dixon's) Jdest Line, UWlst lidile Stone

AND/OR COMMON
Mason-Dixon Line: [filestone io. 41 (1900-03 Resurvey ilonument ho. “44)

BLOCATION (not for publication)
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STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN ’ STATE
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DATE
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X 6oop —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

lilestone Zo. 41(44) marks kason and Dixon's 4lst norizontal nile -rest

O
(25

the initial stone at tne northeast corner of .arylaand, the beginning point

(o]
(2}

tieir 230.228-mile Jest uwine. It is an original. milestone of 1766, in

r‘e.;et
/

. , s WSS, . C L .
fairiy good conaition, unzaltered, dﬂ&?:lrmly at its originel site in 1902.

- . S ttl s i
e area here is rural, rol;1ng7§armi°n8 I3 erspersed with deciduous
woods and orcunards. Jhe site is located witanin Harford County's zlection

District 4, York County's aopewell [ownship; about 1 mile due west of the

I

crossr oads settlement of Wiley, liryland/Pennsylvaniaj; about 2100' due east

P Leilar¥la ine g9zd, 5C , - i
of LeitBT¥43 87 - £]54L ng?vébout 500' southenst of an old nouse at the end
of a private lane leading east off iarvyland Line Road (7556); about 50!

east and uphill from a small stream/marshy area/voard-fenced cattle pens; at
the north edge of =& cattle pasture, bounded by an east-west wire fence

and a row of deciduous trees. Jhe site is well protected.

The monument is an embellished oolitic limestone post, witn a low
Wit e zl.letfers r ou tne norti de he south side;
p}rumldui fo orlylnaff Luarrfe End carveé in Englana riéasuring abolt

Z1

12" sguare by about 4:' in length, cut tc stand about 3' above ground. It
was reset during the course of the 1900-03% Resurvey of the Laryland-
Fennsylvania boundary to stand about 1).' above ground wund surrounded by a
concrete collar below ground. It presently stands about 13" above ground

and part of the collar is now exposed. &axcept for a huge chunk out of tae top
southwest corner is in good condition, with the letters clear and intact,

most of the fluting and margins remaining, and the top vlanes still discernible
though with a large »it in the asex. all surfaces sre we:otaerworn, and there

are small chaips along all edges and corners.

(see Thematic Group Hotional Register nomination form for full descriptions
of the original nason and Zixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey method
of resetting themn)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Bl SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _ AW __SCIENCE
__1500-1699 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __UITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION _ MILITARY —_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X_l 700-1799 _—ART __ENGINEERING —_MusIC —THEATER
X_1800>1899 __COMMERCE X._EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
__1800- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION boundary surveying
SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 1902) ZBUILDBRIARGRIXERT Charles liason & Jeremiah Dixon
S i

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

vilestone io. 41(44), an original mile-marker of 1766, is significant on
the federsl and state levels primarily as one of & series of 135 original
[lason and Dixon monuments still standing alon; their 230.228-mile Jest Line,
commonly known since Civil wWar times as the liason-Dixon Line, notable for its
nistorical impsct and innovative survey methods. The site was preliminorly
surveyed in 1765 and monument set the following year, wiere it reumains
unaltered tc tais day, alitiough reset nore securely in 18902 during the course
of the 1900U-C3% Resurvey oi the karyland-Pennsylvania boundary. Individually,
ané as one of 17 orizinal monuments remaining along the present darford/York
county bounduary (3 crownstones, 14 wilestones), Jo. 41(44) is also significant
locally as one of a diminishing number of objects and structures with a
visually identifisble relationship to the colonial and ¢ivil War aeritage of
these two counties.

AISTCRY 44D 3UPPCORT (see Whematic Group Hational Register nomination form)

P

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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YA MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thenatic Group Hetional Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre

«uadrangle name: Norrisville (Maryland-Pennsylvenia), USGS 7.5 minute series,
scale 1:24000

UTK reference: zone 1&, easting 36620, northing 439768

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION -/
FSWAF=S

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE Maryland COUNTY Harford
STATE ~ ] COUNTY ] —_
Yennsylvania York
NAME / TITLE | . wr . .- - _— -
Alice HMartin (volunteer, llason-Dixon Line boundary umazrker surveyor)
ORGANIZATION DATE (site surveyed with
- o s o > - N . / N e
liaryland Historical Trust/liaryland Geologicul Survey 2/?1/00 Jean Bwing)
STREET & NUMBER _. \ . T H ~A S 3
¥h308 1ount aveaue §5i/ﬁ54-4128
CITY ORTOWN __| . STATE
Fhoenix rlaryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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