
Hoskins-Adams House 
601 Whitaker Mill Road 
Joppa, MD 21085 

HA-1552 

SUMMARY 

This 2-1/2 story stone-and-frame house with 2 modern wings has been 
re-modelled extensively, but was the signpost of "Hoskins Corner 11

, the 
intersection of Old Joppa and Whitaker Mill Roads, in the second half 
of the 19th century when Cheney (or Cheyney) Hoskins lived here. It 
was durinq the residency of Henry Packard and Nancy Allen White (1943-
1976) that the wings were added and the original house extensively 
remodelled by local architect Alex Shaw. 
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B DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Hoskins-Adams House 

This 2-1/2 story stone and frame house faces south at the northeast corner 
of the intersection of Old Joppa Road and Whitaker Mill Road. 

The gable-roofed house, now T-shaped, consists of an earlier, if not 
originally, el-shaped structure in the center flanked on the east and west by 
modern (early 1950 1 s) 1-1/2-story, 2 bay by 2 bay wings. The central structure 
is sheathed with Gennan siding on the north (rear) and on the south by stone in 
the first story, Gennan siding in the second. 

The central part. measuring 21r x 16 1
, is 3 bays wide and the ell, 21' x 25' 811

, 

is 2 bays long with stone interior chimneys in the east and west ends and a stone 
exterior chimney in the north end of the ell. Windows have 6/6 sash and louvered 
shutters, although same alterations of the ell's fenestration have occurred 
The roof has a raked cornice and there is 1 4-light-gable-roofed donner in the 
south slope of the roof. A glassed-in porch covers the 1st story center bay of 
the south facade where the main entrance in located. The entrance door jamb con
sists of fluted pilasters with a pediment with a cavetto cornice and panelled 

architrave - one of the few clues to the earlier existance of the house. 

The interior has been re-modelled drastically and traces of the original 
floor plan obllterated. The 2 mantelpieces, however, seem to date from the early 
19th Century. The mantelpiece in the west room has a molded shelf, a quarter
round cavetto and dentelledcornice and an ogee architrave and crossette trim 
around the opening. 

The 2-level gable-roofed stone and frame bark barn, northeast of the house 
has a rubblestone foundation and board and batten upper story. The forebay and 
open ground story is on the east side, the banked entrance on the west. On the 
interior, most of the timbers appear to be handhewn and pegged together. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_ 1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
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SPECIFIC OATES BUI LOER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

If the 1858 Jennings and Herride Map is accurate, the Hoskins-Adams House was 
built between 1858 and 1878 by Cheyney Hoskins. The 1858 map -shows no structure 
in or near this location at the intersection of Whitaker Mill and Old Joppa Road; 
the 1878 Mar+enet's Map shows a building belonging to Cheyney Hoskins here. 

Cheyney Hoskins acquired a large amount of acreage between 1823 and his 
death in 1884 in this vicinity. Part of the tract at the intersection of Old 
Joppa and Whitaker Mi 11 Road was referred to in deeds as 11 Hoskins Corner 11

• He 
also owned the Hoskins-Guidice House {HA - 1259) on Bel Air Road, which was 
probably some sort of co1T1T1ercial enterprise. When Cheyney Hoskins died, his 
inventory divided the house into attic; small room; south, west & north bedrooms; 
parlor; south room; sittiny room; kitchen; and basement. His wife, Margaret, 

2 inherited his real estate, and in 1913 willed it to her son, William G. Hoskins, 
who owned the farm until 1939. 

During the residency of Henry Packard and Nancy Allen White {1943-1976), the 
two wings were added and the original structure, inside and out, as owned by 
Cheyney Hoskins was extensively remodeled. The current owners have blueprints 
of the plans by ~l~~_Shaw. Only its exterior dimensions, 2 mantel pieces, and the 
front entrance and the barn testify to a Mid-19th Century existence. The woodwork 
would seem to date the house to an early 19th Century date, but at this major 
intersection the 1858 Map probably would not have missed it. Still, as a former 
local 11 Signpost 11 of Hoskins Corner, the site deserves note. 

FOOTNOTl:S 

1. Will Records WSR 10/313 
2. Will Records JA 15/226 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land, will and equity records of Harford County 
1358 Jen"ings & Herrick Map 
.878 Marrenet's Map 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME· TITLE 

Natalie Shivers 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic District Co11111ission 
STPEET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

45 S. Main Street 838-6000 x207 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bel Air Maryland 21014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was of~icialiy created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Articl.e 41, Section 181 ?.A, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes on]y and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· I IOI 



Title Search 
Hoskins-Adams House 
601 Whitaker Mill 
Joppa, MD 21085 

1. 1066/623 June 29, 1978 

2. 1004/747 July 26, 1976 

Grantor: Ralph Medley 
Grantee: Ronald J. & Beverly T. Adams 
Acreage: 12.034 A. 
Sum: $130,000 

/../!~ - I::::: .C:~) 
/ff\./!._)._,~ 

"northeasterly intersection of Old Joppa & 
Whitaker Mi 11 Road" 

Grantor: T. Leo Sullivan 
(Trustee: Henry Packard White, dee.) 
Grantee: J. Ralph Medley 
Acreage: 12.034 A. 

Will of Henry Packard White June 10, 1974 
TLA/34/302 - Leaving all to wife, Francis Hershaw White 

3. GRC 355/566 January 31, 1951 Gran tor: Derwood A. Beck & Joyce W. (wife) 
Grantee: Henry Packard & Nancy Allen White 

4. GCB 265/238 Apri 1 16, 1941 Gran tor: Harold M. Gilbert & A. Delores Gilbert 
Melvin P. Johnson (J. Credit Co.) 
Norman J. Lee (Lee's Garage) 

Grantee: Den-1ood A. Beck & Joyce W. Beck 
Acreage: 25A 

5. GCB 255/328 April 17, 1939 Granter: William G. Hoskins & Isadora (wife) 
Grantee: Agnes Delores Gilbert & Harold M. Gilbert 
Acreage: 25 A. more or less 

6. Will of Margaret Hoskins March 27, 1913 JA 15/226 
"my farm in Harford County, Md. and all buildings and improvements thereon" 
to son, William G. Hoskins 

7. Will of Cheyney Hoskins January 14, 1884 WSR 10/313 JA 2/306 File #4888 
All property left to Margaret, wife. 
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