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}~ at ion a I Register of 1-:istoric Places received 

lnventory-f~omination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. r~ame 

historic 

and or common Baker House 

2. Location 

street & number 452 West Bel Air Avenue 

city, town Aberdeen 

state Maryland code 

3. Clessf~ication 
Category 
_district 
L building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_ private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~ not applicable 

__ vicinity of 

24 county 

Status 
_occupied 

_x___ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_x_ no 

4. OvJner of Property 

name David W. Walden 

street & number 452 West Bel Air Avenue 

Aberdeen 

date entered 

- --- --- - - ----

ij}_A_ not for publication 

congressional district 

Harford 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
_ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
___ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

state 

First 

code 

_museum 
. __ park 

025 

~ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

Maryland . 21001 
city. town _ vicinity of __ ,;__ __________________________________________________________________ ~----~-------------~ -
5. location of Legel Description 

Harford County Courthouse 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 

street & number Main Street 

city, town Bel Air 

6. Representation in E~isting Surveys 
Maryland Historical Trust 

state Maryland 21001 

I 

x 
;tle_--=.H:..:i:..:s:..ct:..co_r_i=.· c~_S_i_t_e_s_I_n_v_e_n_t_o_r_,,y _________ h_a_s_th_i_s__:p_r_o..:...p_e_rt.:..y_b_e_e_n_d_e_te_r_m_i_n.....:.e.....:.d_e...:._l.....:.e~g:....:ib=..:l..::.e...:._?__:-=:-=:-=...!.Y-=--es _ no 

date October 1980 ----=--- federal _x__ state __ county __ local 

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust, 21 State Circle 
---- ·----

city. town Annapolis state Maryland 21401 



7. Description 

Check one 
__ deteriorated _x_ unaltered 

Check one 
_x_ original site 

HA-1559 

Condition 
_excellent 
____!_good 
__ fair 

__ ruins __ altered __ moved date -----------
__ unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The James B. Baker house is a large three story frame residence constructed 
in 1896 in the Queen Anne style. It is irregular in plan and form, with ~ultiple 
gables, projections, dormers, and balconies enlivening its essentially square 
form and high hipped roof. The ground story is sheathed with clapboards, with 
applied vertical boards at corners and openings; the upper stories are clad in 
fishscale shingles. A one-story porch wraps around part of the north and east 
facades; second and third-story porches appear on the north and south. A 
truncated turret adorns the northeast corner, and a three-sided bay window rises 
the full height of the east facade. Double-hung windows have a large pane 
surrounded by eight small lights in the upper sash. The interior retains 
virtually all its ornament unaltered and in good condition, including oak 
baseboards, cornices, architraves, and chair rail, paneled doors and staircase, 
elaborate fireplace surrounds and overmantels. Ornate windows of leaded and 
colored glass light the stair landings. 

GE~ERAL DESCRIPTION 

The James B. Baker House, located at 452 \.Jest Bel Air Avenue in Aberdeen, 
Harford County, Maryland, is a large three story frame residence constructed in 
1896 in the Queen Anne style. The house displays the irregular plan and massing, 
complex roof form, variety of textures, and elaborate interior and exterior 
ornament which typify the style. The form of the house is based on a cube with 
a high hipped roof, but this essential form is obscured and enlivened by a myriad 
of projecting bays, gables, balconies, and dormers. 

The ground story of the building is sheathed with clapboards, with applied 
vertical boards at corners and openings suggesting the underlying framing. The 
upper stories are clad in fishscale shingles. A one-story porch supported on 
paired columns runs halfway across the principal (north) facade and wraps 
around the east side. On the northeast corner, a gable-roofed projection 
comprises a truncated turret which terminates in a third-floor balcony. Second­
story porches, accessible through tall windows, appear on the north and south 
facades. f. three-sided bay window rises the full height of the east facade, 
and is capped by a jerkinhead extension of a broad cross gable. Windows 
throughout the house have Queen Anne style sash, with one or two large clear 
panes in the lower sash and a large pane surrounded by eight small lights in 
the upper sash. Three tall chimneys rise above the steeply-hipped roof; the 
roof ridge has decorative cresting and finials. 

The double entrance doors, decorated with multiple lights of colored glass, 
open into a small vestibule, which leads to a wide central hall flanked by the 
living room on the west and parlor and dining room separated by sliding doors 
on the east. Behind the living room is the stair hall. To the rear of the 
house is the kitchen, pantry and servants' stair. The main paneled staircase 
has ornate leaded and colored glass at the landings between the two upper floors. 
Over the living room is a bedroom and bath. On the east are bedrooms with the 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1 
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master bedroom over the dining room. Long windows in some bedrooms allow access 
to second and third floor porches. Servants quarters are to the rear of the 
second floor. On the third floor are storage rooms and bedrooms. 

The interior of the Baker house retains virtually all its original ornanent. 
The typical Queen Anne oak woodwork, including baseboards, cornices, paneled 
doors, architraves, and chir rails, is intact, mostly unpainted, and well­
rnaintained. Each of the several fireplaces has brightly-colored glazed tile 
surrounding the opening. Th~ oak mantels are elaborate and have integral 
overrnantel mirrors, applied carved decoration, and miscellaneous shelves. In 
the living room the mantel is supported by stylized Ionic columns. The large 
mirror is flanked by panels and candle stands. Its carved decoration is typical 
Queen Anne with sunburst and garlands. The parlor has the most elaborate 
mantelpiece with a beveled mirror in the center flanked by two smaller mirrors 
over carved panels. Fireplaces on the second floor are similar but less ornate. 
The stair has a large square newel supporting a figurine holding an electrically 
lit torch. The string is heavily molded and stocky; closely set balusters 
support the handrail. On the first floor there is some spindle work over 
doorways and mantels. Throughout the house are original radiators and interior 
shutters. 

Two outbuildings contemporaneous with the house remain on the property. 
The stable/carriage house, 24' X 58' overall, is two stories in height with two 
large ventilators on the ridge of its gable roof. Behind the stable is an 
unidentified l~ story structure measuring 14' X 18'. Both are of frame 
construction with board-and-batten siding. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The house and outbuildings stand on two city lots, comprising 1.59 acres 
in total .. 



.8 .. Significance HA-1559 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
'-- - 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_x__ 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ archeology-prehistoric -- community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agrlcult11re -- economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_;~ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art -- engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce -- exploration'settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications ....x_ industry __ politics'government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder 'Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
Applicable Criteria: B and C 

SIQ\IFICANCE SUH:'.'1ARY 

The significance of the James B. Baker House in Aberdeen, Harford County, 
derives from two sources. First, as the residence of James B. Baker, a leading 
entrepreneur in the canning industry and a son of Harford County's pioneer 
canner, the house is associated with the life of a person who figured prominently 
in an industry that was a major factor in the economic development of Harford 
County in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Secondly, the James B. Baker 
house is significant for its architecture: as a provincial example of the 
Queen Anne style which was commonly associated in the late 19th century with 
high-status, urban properties, it expresses the prosperity which the canning 
industry brought to the Baker family and to the corr..uunity of Aberdeen. The 
house embodies the distinctive characteristics of the Queen Anne style in its 
irregular massing, complex roof form, variety of siding textures, stained and 
leaded glass, and interior ornament. It is in good condition and remains 
essentially unaltered, and as such is probably the best surviving example of a 
large Queen Anne residence in Harford County. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

From 1880 through the beginning of World War I, canning of fruits and 
vegetables was the third most important industry in Maryland. (Walsh and 
Fox, p. 403). Harford was one of the counties which led the state in the 
industry. George T. Baker (James B. Baker's father) is credited with establishing 
the canning industry in Harford County; he built the first canning house in the 
county in 1867, and recorded a production of 900 cases of corn in 1874. During 
the next half-century, the canning industry grew rapidly, until over 50 
canneries were engaged in preserving the abundant corn and tomatoes grown in 
central and southern Harford County. Each of George T. Baker's five sons 
owned and operated a cannery (Wright, p. 163). In addition to his cannery, 
James B. Baker (born 1845) owned a factory in Odessa, Delaware, and two farms 
nearby; he was also Aberdeen's first postmaster. 



-~------------------------r~ aj or Biblio~ .Jphical Reference!. 9. HA-1559 

· Walsh, Richard and William Lloyd Fox. Maryland: A History 1632-1974. Baltimore, MD 
Maryland Historical Society, 1974 • 

. •right, C. Milton. Our Harford Heritage. Author, 1967. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _1_. 5~9_a_c_r_e_s ___ _ 

Quadrangle name _ Aberdeen Quadrangle scale 1: 24 ,00~ 

UMT References 
I • 

A Li_j I I I I I I I I aw I I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ_J I I I oLLJ I I I I 
eLLJ I I I F Li_J I I I 
GLi_j I I I HLi_j I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Boundaries indicated on the attached map labeled "Boundary Map" 
The house and outbuildings stand on t~o city lots, comprising 1.59 acres in 

total. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

ate code county code 

11. L"=orm Prepared By 
George J. Andreve, Peter Kurtze, Natalie Shivers 

name'title and \..'ayne Nield II 

organization Maryland Historical Trust ____ _ date September 1982 

street & number 21 State Circle telephone 301-269-2438 

city or town Annapolis state Ha ry land 21401 

12. S~c:te E{istoric Preservation Of~icer Certificc:tian 
The evaluated sig~ficance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state __!_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritag~ <;,~ervation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ~ ~ /ff-ZS: J'Z 
title STATE HISTORIC PRES RVATION OFFICER date 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration -----------------------------------------------------
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ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Heavy-duty 

Medium-duty ~~~ 

.. LANE •6 LANE . Light-duty 

.. LANE' 6 LANE . ---
LJn1mprove:j dirt ======z 

0 U.S. Route 0 State Route 

ABERDEEN. MD. 
SW/4 HAVRE DE GRACE 15' QUADRANGLE 

N3930-W7607 5/7 5 

1953 

Al~S 5 7 63 II SW - SERIES V833 
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HA-1559 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 
"J.AHLS B. 13.AlillR llOU!:iE" 

ANO/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET a. NUMBER 

452 lest Del Air Avenue First 
CITY.TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

- VICINITY OF Harford 
STATE COUNTY 

Md 

DcLAssIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

-8UILOING(S) 

r STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

-OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC X..OCCUPIED 

:D'RIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS LYES RESTRICTED 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULlURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL :lt..PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTA.llON 

,,-... ______________________________________ N_o _____________________ M_•L-IT_A_Rv _______ - _o_rH_E_R ______ _ 

dOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

David WWalden Telephone #: 272-7145 
--------------------------~ ~REET & NUMBER 

452 West Bel Air Avenue 
CITY TOWN 

Aberdeen _ VICINITY OF 

STATE , 

Md 21001. 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 179 
Folio #: 239 

Harf'ord County Court House Bel Air, Md 210J.4 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY TOWN 
!le~stry of Deeds 

STATE 

Bel Air, ?.Id 21 Ollt 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE Non9 known 

DATE 

zip code 

_FEDERAL ---STATE _couNTY _LOCAL 

r 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

.X.FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-1JHALTERED 

x...ALTERED 

sli:;ht~, only 

Hn-15~ 
CHECK ONE 

X _ ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

In 1:096, this home was built and occupied by James Bramwell Batror, and 
remained in his family until June 1978 when it was sol d to David Walden 
who is now the occupant . Hr . Waldon was fonnerly from Washington , DC . 

The building sito was obtained by deed dated Ma\{ 13, 1896, Liber 79, Folio 
239 from the Aberdee.'l Land and Improvement Cornpcqy to William A. Baker and 
J ames B . Baker (br others) . Both this house and the hor,1e of Willi am A. Baker 
ware vu:i.l t on this property which originally totaled approximately 60 acres . 
There was no division of the property between the horaes until October 31, 1922 , 
when a deed of partition was effected between Hollis R. Baker, and G. Harold 
Balcer . Following the parti't.ion the 452 Wes t Bel Air property tot.:U.ed approxima­
tely 25 acres . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

00·1499 

- o00·1699 

_16001 899 

_17001799 

x 1800·1899 

_1900 

_ARCHEOLOGY ·PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

~RCHITECTURE 
_ART 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING ~LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

--EOUCA TION _ MILITARY 

--ENGINEERING _ MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

1!4NOUSTRY* _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

f/A-15S1 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

*See enclosed Harford County Historical l:!ul. No 16 

SPECIFIC DATES BUI LOER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house was build and occupied by James Br&"!lWeD. Baker who was one of five 
brotherc who pioneered in the canning industry. ~1at indu5j;ry along with agricul­
ture w.:is the leadi.'lg industry of the county in the late 19th century. (See enclosed 
bulletin) . Mr. Baker further distinguished himselfas a cornnunity organizer, 
serv:ing as town commissioner; was in charge of the Aberdeen post office uncm.c 
President Garfield; and was instrumental in establishing the only newspaper, TlIB 
ABER.DEB}~ Ill TERPRISE. 

Of predominantly Victorian design the house is frame (Georgian Pine) with 
weatherboards and shaped wooden shingles combinod for. a deliberate architectural 
effect; 17 rooms; totally asymetrical :In desi{Jl, yet balanced; deliberately 
designed to be picturesque on very large lot for proper setting. The plantings 
include large Norway Maple, Jingo, Purple Beach and other specimen plcntings . As 
Mr . Balcer was a fancier of flowers and trees, tho outbuildings in eluded a very 
large greenhouse, in which he experimented with plants, developing new varieties 
of his mm. Tuo outbuildings in cludi."lg a large barn and smaller shop building 
still renai..'l • 

Inside, the 9 foot-highrooms are beautifully trimmed with different woods in 
each roon. The l:iVing-r.lllsic room is birds- eye maple; the living- room and library 
is cherry; and the dining room, oak. Five tiled fire places adorn rooms on the 
first and second stories. An ornate oak stairway with heavy paneling on the first 
floor joins too three stories . Servants quarters are in the rear. Original 
shutters both inside aid out are st.ill in place • 

.. LJ! 
tr rrr 

The Bnker::i of berdoen, descendants of n col oni1d ~rn Nicholtls Bdter , were 
11er.tuq s 1.he most .t romincut fnmi ly in tlto berdeon reu. in the ll te nineteenth 
r:nd elrly twentiettJ century. They "·ere leuders in the ccnning industry, in 
government , the Methodist Episcopnl Church, fai·min , bnnking c,nd rct l es'ta.te. 
l'hey built im1osiu • Victorian residences in berdeen nd est blit>hed t-be local 
cemetery -which hear~ the ft r::ii ly uu.mc anrl cout.nins { numbor of lt:r e nonumonts 
to mark tl eir own finnl resting lnces . ("The Boker Foraily of Aberdeen" by Jon 
Hcrhn Livezey, Hnrford llistoricnl Bullctln No . 16) 

The lots of Charles W. Dnker, Jar..es 11 , fiak r (this) nnu Wm. B. Baker were 
l urch .... sed iri 1893 from the berdeen !.ind ind Impr0Ye1,wut Co. ( Libcr 'WSF 75 , 
Polio 424) and , ll three houses "7Cr built soon thererftcr. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
NA-155'1 

"Bar1ord llis'foricf l Bulletin, No . 16" 
Tne Historic1Jl ~ociety of Harford County, Iuc. - S1ring 1P93 

"history of Aberdeen" by lUchnrd h. Cronin, 1953 ( 1976 ) 

"OUk lii\HFOl\D H.l:l\IT.~·JE" _b,l'_ C. Mil t oa Wrig~!.,publiahed by French Bvy Fubl. 
CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF N~CESSAaY 

Co., 1988. 

lllJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
. 98 acres (npprox.) ACREAGE OF NOM INATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDA RIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ABERDEE~ HISTORIC SURVEY/RES'rORATION OOMHITTEE July 12 I 1983 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

ABERDEEN TQ:JN COUNCIL 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

AfiBRJmJ , I·ID . 21001. 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights . 

RETURN TO : Maryland Histori cal Trust 
The Shaw Ho use, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryl and 21401 
( 301 ) 267- 1 4 38 

~·· 'to• 
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12. LOCATION 
ITREET A2/NUMBER1 
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STATE 
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13. CLASSIFICATION /J 
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OWNFRSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 
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C'Restrlcted) 0 Site 0 Structure (!'; "Private _} 0 In Proc••• 0 Unoccupied D 
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PRESENT USE (Cllecl< One or More •• Approprlete) 

Agricultural 0 Government 
o~ 0 Transportation 0 Comments 0 

c-merclol 0 Industrial 0 Private Residene D Other (Specify) 0 
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'"· OWNER OF PROPERTY Ji 
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• PTIOM 
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INTEGRITY 
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15th Century 0 17th Century 0 
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20th Century 0 
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N. R. FIELD SHEET 

'· MA.JOit llBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

I~ t;A v "~I/ ' r[' ~1a1~ll ' 

//t,'r./' dL 
::z~ 

&iJ~ auJ 1i~rR·1~;; 
6'ku <;Vf fv.u .,l.fl I 6 IAa; I? 1/. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA . . 
LATITUDE ANO LONCOITUDE COORDINATES 0 LATITUDIE AND LONGITUDE COOROINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CEN Tl:R POINT 01' A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE 

CORNER LAT ITU DI: LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Oegr••• Minu1e1 Seconch Degrees Minutes Seconds O.gr-s Mi nut•• Seconds o •••••• Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 0 . . 0 . . 

l..IST Al.I. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERl..APPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE! CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE1 CODE COU N TY! COOE 

STATE: COOE COUNTY 1 COOE 

STATEI CODE COUNTY I CODE 

r11. FORM PREPARED BY 
NA M E AND TITl..£1 

JEAN s. EWING 
ORGANIZATION 

MARYLAND IOATI: 

HISTOR CAL TRUST 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

EO .;;;.ir1.i.fE CaF:~LE 
CITY OR TOWNS 

ANNAPOLIS 
STATE COOi: 

MARYLAND 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated Stale Liabon Officer for the Na· 
I herebv certify that thi• pcoperty ia inc luded in the Ilona! H istoric Preservllion Act or 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nomtnate this property for inclua1on National Re&laler. 

1n the Nationa I Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procewrea set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief , O ffice ol A rcheol oQY and H latoric P reaervatlon 

level or sienilicance or this nom1naUon is: 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Date 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Tilll' 

Keeper ol The National R eQiater 

Date IJale 
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