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The New Ideal Diner is a virtually unaltered diner restaurant exemplifying 
the streamlined, fast-paced era of automobile transportation after World 
War II. Its form is a direct outgrowth of the needs of highway travel. The 
shiny stainless steel exterior covering has horizontal bands of green glass 
tile and geometrically patterned panels. This building is the fourth diner 
on the site, the first being built in 1930. The present diner was manufactured 
in 1952 in Elizabeth, New Jersey by the Jerry O'Mahony Company. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

XEXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 
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_DETERIORATED 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The New Ideal Diner is a one-story rectangular restaurant with polished and 
patterned stainless steel sheathing located on the west side of South 
Philadelphia Blvd. (U.S. 40) about 1/2 block south of the intersection of .Bel 
Air Avenue. 

The plan is essentially a one-rcx::rn dining area with the kitchen and service areas 
behind and parallel with the dining roan. The entrance is in the center of the 
street facade and has two glass and stainless steel doors reached by separated 
runs of concrete stairs. ':."'he snin/ stainless steel exterior covering has 
horizontal bands of green glass tile belc:w the band of windc:Ms extending a:rourrl 
the entire dining roan area and a fluted rornice above the windc:Ms narks the 
roof line. On the roof is a neon sign ot free-standinq streamlined letters on 
a low pedestal. A square brick chimney rises fran the rear of the building. 

The interior consists of a long divided counter with pedestal revolvinq stools and 
a series of booths and tables between the counter and front wall. The back wall 
of the counter area has a stainless steel backsplash. The entrance to the 
kitchen is in the center of the wall. Above the door is a stainless steel 
clock. The walls and coved ceiling are rovered in pink fonnica sheets with 
stainless steel trim. Lighting is recessed at the edge of the cove. Dch 
booth has a fonnica table top and vinyl banquettes. •'Juke :OOx" selectors are 
also in each booth. 

The area be.tween the diner and the street is pa"Ved and a larqe sign replacina an 
earlier lc:wer sign is at the edge of the street. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



El SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUliY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ l 500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _UTERATURE 

_1600-1699 X-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION1SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

X-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _11'<DUSTRY __ POLITICSiGOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_REUG'OI\ 

_SCIENCE 

_SCLL?TURE 

-SOCIAL HUMANITARIAN 

_Ti-<EATER 
x 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTi-iER :SPECIFY' 

SPECIFIC DATES 1952 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Jerry O'Mahony. Inc. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The New Ideal Diner is a virtuall}" unaltered diner restaurant exarplifying the 
streamlined, fast-paced era of autarobile transportation after World War II. 
Its fonn is a. direct outgrc:wt:h of the needs of highway travel~ providing basic, 
no-fuss rreals convenient to rrain transportation route in an architectural form 
derived fran the railroad dining car, syntx:>lizing fast, efficient food service. 

This buildinsr is the fourth diner on this site, the first being built in 1930. 
The present diner was rranufactured in 1952 in Elizabeth, New Jersey by the Jerry 
0':1ahon}" Co. and transported in four sections to Aberdeen where it was assembled. 
A plate attached to the inside entry door gives the rranufacturer's name and location 
and the a::rnpany noto· "In OUr Line We Lead the World". 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Harford County Directory, 1953 
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Construction infonnation on diner menu, researched by avner. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

UST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
"'>tAME T'TLE 

Janet Davis, .MHT/SHA Surveyor December 4, 1980 
CPG/\.NIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust __ (30)..) 269-24'38 
fo• ':PC'O'Ji: 

21 State Circle 
C!:Y OR TO'vVN S'iATE 

Anna[X?lis Maryland 21401 

The Maryla~d Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of t~e Maryland Legislat~re, to be fo~nd in the 
Ar.notated Code of ~·1ary1 anc:, Article 41, Section lSl KA, 
1974 Supplemer:t. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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