SUMMARY

Ruins of Stone Bank House on Cool Branch Road

Coolbranch Road
Churchville, MD 21028

HA-1562

The ruins of this stone bank house now stand on a 3-acre lot of the tract
"Jericho", which until 1967 was part of the Moxley-Gorsuch farm (HA-411, 412).
The house may have been a tenant house on the farm when it was owned by Thomas Archer
§1836-18723 or his son, Harris Archer (1872-1883), or by John and Mary Riley
1883-1902) .

There is a strong tradition of stone bank houses in this area near Deer Creek.
Others on Glenville Road include the George Davis house (HA-148) and the Fielder-
Coale house (HA-674).
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Ruins of Stone Bank House on Cool Branch Road

This 2-story, gable-roofed rubblestone bank house is located on the Northeast
side of Cool Branch Road.

Partially demolished, the house will probably not be standing much longer, and
its original configuration has been obscured. The house measure 20'4" by 18'5";
the ridge line runs North-South. The house is set into a hill so there are 3 full
stories on the North side;al-story, shed-roofed Tean-to spans the East end. The North-
west corner of the house in both stories has collapsed and charred timbers suggest a
fire as the reason. Walls are 1'5" thick and partially stuccoed, with occasional
concrete blocks and a replaced foundation. The apparent fenestration of the remaining
structure is as follows: a door in the 1st. story of the North end; on the East
side, a door in the South bay and window in the North bay of the ground story and
1 window with a brick flat arch in the first story; 1 window each in the gable and the
ground story of the South end.

On the interior, there appears most recently to have been one room on each floor.
The basement has a stone fireplace in the North wall. The second floor is supported on
full log joists with hewn tops and bottoms. The rafters are logs butted together, with
hewn bottoms.
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Ruins of Stone Bank House on Cool Branch Road

The origins of this Stone bank house are unclear, although the history of the
land is well-documented. It now stands on a 3-acre lot of the tract "Jericho", which
until 1967 was part of the Moxley-Gorsuch farm (HA-411-412). The lack of fireplaces
on any floor but the ground level suggests that the house may have been built by
Thomas Archer, who owned the farm from 1836 until 1872, or by his son, Harris Archer,
who owned the farm from 1872 until 1883. It is also possible that this house dates
from the ownership of John and Mary Riley from 1883-1902. The deteriorated condition
of the structure prevents detailed architectural examination.

Thomas Archer (b. 1808, d. 1870), the son of Mary Stump and Robert Harris Archer,
ran a private school at his home, "Allendale". He married Susanna P. Glasgow in
1841 and had 4 children: James Glasgow, Robert Harris, Mary Elizabeth and Delia Lee
Archer.

Prior to Thomas Archer's ownership of the farm, it had belonged to Freeborn Brown,
who had purchased 384 acres of "Jericho" from Ralph (or Rah11) Smith's heirs, Buchanan
and Ralph Smith, in 1775 and 1776.1 Brown is listed on the 1798 Tax Assessment as owning
671 Acres and on the 1814 Tax List as owning 670 Acres of "Halls Rich Neck" and
"Good Neighborhood"--no mention of "Jericho". He was quite a wealthy man, with his
property valued at $15,400.

There is a strong tradition of stone bank houses in this area near Deer Creek.
Most (e.g. HA-148, HA-678) were banked on the rear facade; this one may have faced

Cool Branch, although there is not enough of the structure left to tell.

Footnotes
1. A.L. 1/459

JLF A/263
A.L. 1/468
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TITLE SEARCH
HA-1562

965/687 1/9/1975 Grantor: Harry E. & Sara Booth Dyer, Jr.
Grantee: Douglas J. & Denise P, Bazemore
Acreage: 3.0 A,

GRG 773/255 11/10/1970 Grantor: Glenville Sportsman's Club, Inc.
Grantee: Harry E. & Sara Booth Dyer
Acreage: 3.0 A.

GRG 773/255 11/25/1967 Grantor: Ruth C. Moxley, Widow
Grantee: Glenville Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Acreage: 3.0 A.

203/36 3/5/1927 Grantor: Emmett J. & Maggie S. Baker
Grantee: Treely N. & Ruth C. Moxley
Acreage: 181.7 A.

JAR 169/166 4/1/1920 Grantor: Robert Archer
Grantee: Emmitt J. & Maggie S. Baker
Acreage: 180 A.

JAR 158/153 6/1/1911 Grantor: James J. Archer
Grantee: Robert Archer
Acreage: 180 A.

JAR 158/153 6/1/1911 Grantor: Robt. Archer, trustee
(Robt. Archer vs. Wm. S. Gorsuch et al
Grantee: Jas. Archer
Acreage: 180 A.

WSF 104/261 4/15/1902 Grantor: David H. & Florence Riley, et al
Children of Mary A. Riley, dec.
Grantee: Maud R. Gorsuch
Sum: $10,000 = $8,666.66 2/3

Acreage: “"Jerico’= 180 A.
ALJ 48/46 5/14/1883 Grantor: R. Harris & Cassandra G. Archer
Grantee: John & Mary A. Riley
Sum: 518,000”
Acreage: "Jerico: = 180 A.
ALJd 27/474 10/2/1872 Grantor: Susanna P. Archer
Grantee: Harris Archer
Sum: $4,000

Acreage: "Jericho" = 180 A,

ALJ 27/474 10/1/1872 Grantor: George L. Van Bibber, Trustee
(Harris Archer vs. Susanna P. Archer)
Grantee: Susanna P. Archer, Harris Archer
Sum: $12,000
Acreage: "Whereon Thos. Archer, dec., resided"
"Jericho" = 180 A.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

HD 19/153 4/13/1836
HD 19/152 6/24/1836
Equity Case

#371

Equity Case

#371
JLG A/263 10/29/1776
A.L. 1/468 11/29/1775
AL 1/459 9/20/1775
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HA-1562

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Charles F. Mayer, Trustee

Thomas Archer

(Chas. F. Mayer & Saml. Barnes vs. Mary
Brown & Lewis Hart)

$1,100

180 A. "Jericho"

Otho Scott, Trustee
Thos. Archer
180 A, "Jericho"

Will of Mary B. Brown; 1828
South half of plantation "where I now live"
devised to daughter Sarah G. Husbard

Will of Freeborn Brown, 1825
A1l estate devised to wife, Mary B. Brown

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Ralph Smith, late of Balto. Co, carpenter
Freeborn Brown, farmer

270 pounds

part of Jerico willed to Ralph Smith by
father Ralph Smith = 90 A.

Ralph Smith, late of Balto. Co., carpenter
Freeborn Brown, farmer

210 pounds

70 A. of Jericho

Buchanan Smith, farmer

Freeborne Brown, farmer

(Daniel & Sarah Magee 3/8/1770 - Rah1l
Smith 384 A, of Jerico containing 1000 A.
on the branches of Deer Creek in Balto.
Co. & being east most part of the whole
tract. (ALN A 696 - 701 of Balto. Co. land
records.)

460 pounds

160 1/2 A.
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