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Gover-Garono Barn 
Noble's Mill Rd. 
Darlington, Md. 21034 

SUMMARY 

This frame and stone bank barn and corn crib, originally belonging to the same farm 
as the Gover-Curry House (HA-338), was probably built in the third quarter of the 19th 
century when Gerard and Cassandra Gover owned the farm. In 1891 the farm, part of the 
tracts "New Stead", "Smiths Mill", "Henley's Enlargment", and "Bachelors Good Luck", was 
purchased by William S. Noble, who owned Noble's grist mill at that time. The barn is a 
particularly good example of a mid-19th century bank barn and the whimsy of the ornamental 
eaves and gable bargeboard relates the bullding stylistically to other buildings contructed 
for the Govers, particularly the Miller's House (HA-337). 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Gover-Garono Barn 
AND/OR COMMOIN 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Southwest side of Nobles Mill Road, northwest of intersection with East Nobles Mill Road 

CITY. TOWN 

nr. Darlington _ VICINITY OF 

STATE, 
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DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_OISTRICT 

~UILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

"'.:'.'.:'.PRIVATE :'.'.'.'.UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS ~YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Margaret E. Garono 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNlfarford 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELiG!OUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 
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_FAIR 

CONDITION 
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_ORIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This 2-story frame and stone bank barn and frame corn crib are located on the 
south-west side of Nobles Mill Road, north of the intersection with East Nobles Mill 
road. 

The corn crib, located between the road and the barn, has a gable roof with an 
east-west ridge line and is set on stone posts. The sills of the structure appear to 
be hewn, while the other structural members are sawn. 

The barn, 5 bays wide and 3 bays deep and oriented on the same axis as the corn 
crib, is banked on the south side, where there is one story above grade; there are 
2 stories above grade on the north side. Set on a rubblestone foundation with massive 
quoins, the structure measures approximately 50'3" by 62 11 and has board-and-batten 
siding and exposed decoratively carved eaves. The gables are ornamented with a simple 
stick design supported on carved brackets. A louvered, hip-roofed ventilator is located 
in the center of the ridgeline. All window openings are louvered. 

The south side has a large central entrance flanked by 2 windows on each side. 
The north side has a large central opening flanked by Dutch doors in the lower story and, 
in the upper story, 2 openings with one-leaf, vertical board shutters in the center 
bays flanked on each side by 2 louvered openings. 

The west end has 3 windows with vertical board shutters in the ground story, 2 
louvered openings in the uppper story, and 2 in the gable. The east end is similar 
with the exception of a door in the center bay of the ground story. 

On the interior, the upper level contains 2 hay mows and has a standard pegged 
frame with straight-sawn members. The lower level contains the stalls along the ends 
and has a hewn summer beam. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 
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_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL.iHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYi 

This frame and stone bank barn and corn crib, originally belonging to the same 
farm as the Gover-Curry House (HA-338), was probably built in the third quarter of the 
19th century when Gerard and Cassandra Gover owned the farm. After the Govers defaulted 
on their mortgage in 1875, Mary and Robert Wilson owned the farm which also had a sawmill 
on it, until 1891, and then William S. Noble, who owned the grist mill known as Noble's 
Mill, purchased the farm. 1 The farm comprises parts of the tracts 11 New Stead", "Smith's 
Mil 111

, 
11 Henley' s Enlargement:, and "Bachelors Good Luck 11

• 

The barn and corn crib are both of fairly typical construction. The barn in 
particular is a good example of a mid-19th. century bank barn,and the whimsy of the 
ornamental eaves and gable bargeboard relates the structure stylistically to other 

-structures in the immediate vicinity, especially the Noble's Mill Millers House (HA-337). 

1. ER WSF Liber 79, Folio 209 
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1878 Martenet's Map 
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STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 
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Natalie Shivers. Historic Site Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION <JATE 

Harford County Department of Planning and Zoning 8/80 
STREET & NUMBER TEcEPHO!l:E 

45 South Main Street 838-6000 ext. 207 
CITY OR TOWN SHIH 

Bel Air Maryland 21014 

The Maryla:!d Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland i,egislature, to be found ir: the 
Annotated Code of MarylanC:., Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Gover - Garone Barn 

Title Search 

HA-1563 

Nov. 25, 1964 

June 15, 1955 

April 16, 1949 

April 16, 1949 

Aug. 15, 1941 

Dec. 15, 1903 

Feb. 12, 1867(Mort.) 

Dec. 2, 1865 

Gran tor: 
Grantee; 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acrea9e: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 

Acreage: 

Harry and Margaret Hopkins 
Margaret E. Garono 
86.44 A. 

Margaret C. Schuermann, widow 
Harry G. and Margaret N. Hopkins 
3 parcels 99.30 A. near Nobles Mill 

Janet E. Pyle 
Margaret C. Schuermann 
84 A 

Margaret C. Schuermarn et al 
Janet E. Pyle 
84 A. 

"Noble's Mill Property" and "Sugar 
Hi 11 Farm" 

Wm. S. Noble, unmarried 
Wm. and Margaret Schuermann 
Karl Joseph Schwing 
"Nobles Mill Property" = 117 A. 

Grantor: Stevenson A. Williams, Trust. 
(Stevenson Archer vs. Gerard Gover) 

2nrl part: Robert Wilson, husb. of Marv A. 
\·Ii l son 

Surn: $3800 
3rd part: \.Jn:. S. Noble 
Su11: $2000 
Acreage: fann and mill seat on beth sides of 

Oeer Creek = 90 A. 
"New Stead", "Smith's ~1ill",''Henley's 
Enlargement", "Bachelors Good Luck". 

Mortgagor:Gerard and Cassandra Gover 
Mortgagee:Stevenson Archer 
Sum: $4510 
Aci·eage: tract formerly known as Smiths Mill 

now Govers Mills = 40 A. 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

also "New Stead" = 44 A. 
also 4 A lR 25 p 

M. Priscilla Gover 
Cassandra Gover 
$660.93 
4 A lR 25 p 

(see continuation sheet ~l) 



'JC\. WHD 16/52 

l OA. HJ 29/278 

88. ~JHG 16/305 

:1~. ER J'..L~ 12/51 

1 llB HOG 37 /36 

WHD 18/306 

HD 35/443 

Gover-Garono Barn 

Title Search 

HA-1563 

May 14, 1964 

March 22, 1844 

Feb. 9, 1867 

Feb. 12, 1872 

March 17, 1851 

Feb. 9, 1867 

Aug. 22, 1849 

Granter: 

Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 

Grantee: 

Sum: 
Acreaqe: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 

Sw11: 
f\c reaoe: 

Henry C. Stump 
Wm. Hopkins of Joseph 
M. Priscilla Gover 
$660.93 
4 A lR 25p 

Henry W. Archer and John H. Price, 
trustees 
Henry C. Stump, Wm. Hopkins 
(Joseph Cowden vs. Herman Stump et al) 
$260 
devised by John Forwood to Jacob 
Forwood to Herman Stump et al = 147 A. 

Stevenson Archer, trustee 
Cassandra Gover 
(Chas. W. Lee vs. Gerard Gover & 
Stevenson Archer) 

$2140 
"New Stead" = 44 A. 

Mort. 3/20/1351 
Mortgagor: Gerard Gover of Balto. City 
t1ortgagee: Chci s. W. Lee 
Su~: $2000 
Acreage: "New Steact" 44 A. 102 p 

Granter: James Lee and Amanda Hopkins et al 
Grantee: Gerard Gover 
Sum: payment of mort. to Chas. Lee = 

$3018.75 
/\creage: "New Stadt" = 43 A 20 p 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 

Surr,: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 
Srantee: 
Su1n: 
Acreage: 

part of farm whereon the late Jos. 
Hopkins resided at the time of his 
death 

Stevenson Archer and M. Pricilla Gover 
Cassandra Gover 
(M. Priscilla Gover and Ann E. Gover 
vs. Stevenson Archer, trustee) 

$8250 
now known as the Gover Mill and was 
formerly known as Smiths Mill = 40A. 

Philip Gover 
Mary Priscilla Gover 
$275 
PhiliP. Gover's srare of "Smith's 
~tills' r!OW occ. by Rober't Gover, his 
father. = 40 A. 

(see continuation sheet =2) 



lOC. Will records AJ 2/251 

Gover- Garono Barn 

Title Seard 

H/\- 1563 

Will of Priscilla Gover 1789 
left estate to nephews Benjamin Kidd Wilson 
and Henry Wilson, sons of Benjamin Kidd Wilson 
and to Samuel, Eliza, Gerard, Robert, Philip, 
Mary, Priscilla Gover. 
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HA-1563 
Gover-Garono Barn & Corn Crib 
Darlington, Md . 21034 
4/80 
Natalie Shivers 
Northeast 





Gover-Garono Barn & Corn Crib HA-1563 
Darlington, Md . 21034 
4/80 
Natalie Shivers 
Southwest & south facade of Gover-Curry House 
(HA-338) 





Gover-Garono Barn & Corn Crib 
Dar1ington, Md . 21034 
4/80 
Nata1ie Shivers 
Gab1e ornament on barn 

HA-1563 


