
SUMMARY 

HA-1570 
Brown-Fletcher House 
29 Fort Hoyle Road 
Magnolia, Maryland 21101 

Architecturally, the Brown-Fletcher house is similar to most of 
the other 19th century dwellings in Magnolia. Its real significance 
today rests with its occupant, Mrs. Blanche Fletcher, a lifelong 
resident of Magnolia who has vivid memories of growing up and living 
in this village. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Fletcher house is located at #29 Fort Hoyle Road, on the northwest side of 
the roadway. The structure faces east, and is a 2 story frame gable roof residence 
with an L plan. It is a 3 bay wide I- house (1 Bay deep) with an ell to the rear 
that is also 1 bay deep. Across the front or east elevation is a 1 story shed roof 
porch, enclosed with modern windows. The roof is of modern materials and the entire 
dwelling, which had been clad with wood shingles is now covered with formstone. All 
windows are 1/1. 

In the north bay of the east elevation is a side entrance. The original first 
floor plan consisted of 2 parlors in the main block, with a heating stove in the 
smaller (North) room adjacent to the entrance. The Fletchers later removed the 
partition, and so the 1st floor is now 1 large (living) room, with a kitchen in the ell 
to the southwest. The stairway is along the rear (west) wall of the 1st floor. It 
has a closed carriage~nda rail supported by plain square balusters with a large square 
newel. In the second story are 3 bedrooms and a bathroom, the latter installed in 1957. 
Interior door and window trim is plain boards. Doors are 4 panels - 2 tiers, with surface 
mount locksets. Floors are random width boards, 3"-5" wide. The basement revealed 
circular sawn joists. 

The house is typical of the other frame houses in Magnolia in its shape and plan. 
According to Mrs. Fletcher, this house was a rental property owned by George W. Browr 
Its date of construction is not precisely known. However, it was the residence of 
George W. Brown's son Jesse Warren Brown, whose son George C. Brown was born at home 
in 1883. A construction date of between 1870 and 1880 is probable. The Fletchers rented 
this house from the Browns beginning in 1927 and purchased the property in 1957 from 
the estate of George C. Brown. 

HISTORY 

Blanche Fletcher was born in the house at #32 Fort Hoyle Road to John and Blanche 
Skillman. Her father was a blacksmith in Magnolia who had come to the area around 1890 
and apprenticed himself to Morrison Swift. Swift had leased 3/4's of an acre from 
George W. Brown in 1872 (two leases ALJ 27/223, ALJ 35/1) for a dwelling house and 
blacksmithy. Swift's name appears on the 1878 Martenet Map of Harford County. 
Skillman bought out Swift's leases (ALJ 71/447) and set himself up in business. His 
shop stood in the center of the village, north of the Pennsylvania Railroad station. 
After his death in 1927, his widow had it torn down. Blanche Fletcher reported that 
her father did the usual blacksmithy work (tool repairs, horse shoes) and also carriage 
repair work, that included jobs for the well to do inhabitants of the Gunpowder Neck. 
John Skillman never owned an automobile in his lifetime; he depended on horses or the 
trains for his transportation needs! 

Blanche Skillman married Robert Fletcher at the Magnolia Methodist Church (HA-187) 
in 1927. Robert Fletcher was the brother in law of George C. Brown, proprietor of the 
Magnolia Store (HA-188) and he worked in the store as manager, buyer and clerk for 
53 years. The Fletchers set up housekeeping at #29 Fort Hoyle Road, (See Mrs. Fletcher's 
reminiscences about her wedding day - attached), and have been there ever since. 

(SEE DESCRIPTION CONTINUATION SHEET #1) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The house at 29 Fort Hoyle Road is typical not only of the other late 19th century 
residences in Magnolia, but also of other dwellings built in the same period throughout 
Harford County. It lacks any kind of applied decoration (brackets, vergeboards, etc.) 
but has the ever important porch attached at the front. 

The Village of Magnolia was also typical of many small rural 19th century settle
ments, that grew up in close proximity to the railroad lines. Settlement of the area 
was spurred on by George W. Brown, who bought 49 acres of land, and leased out 1/2 acre 
parcels for period of 99 years to homeowners and tradesmen. By 1900, the village had 
not only a Railroad station, but a store and post office, blacksmithy, church and 
public school. It served not only the area north of the Pennsylvania R.R. lines, but 
also the Gunpowder Neck to the South. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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__ Brown-Fletcher House 
9 Fort Hoyle Road 

rfagnolia, Maryland 21101 

(DESCRIPTION CONTINUATION SHEET 1/1) 

Blanche Fletcher has been designated as a Harford County Living Historical Treasure, 
by the County Council (1980). She has participated in an oral history program carried 
out by the Harford County Public Library gear:e_d to recording the reminiscences of the 
county's older citizens. A summary of Mrs. Fletcher's taped remarks is included in this 
report, as well as some additional comments on different aspects of life in Magnolia. 

Mrs. Blanche Fletcher has a sense of place and a feeling for local history that is 
often difficult to find in our modern transient society. She has spent her entire life
time in Magnolia, and has, vivid memories of what life was like in this small rural village. 
Perhaps more importantly, she has taken steps to ensure that Magnolia does not completely 
lose its identity. It is due in great part to her efforts that Magnolia still has its own 
Post Office (and individual zip code) in 1981. A quotation from her remarks sums up her 
feelings most accurately. "I am still fighting to keep the name Magnolia for my little 
area. The growth of the towns on each side, Joppatowne and Edgewood, havent't taken us over 
yet, and I don't think they ever will. Maybe I'm old fashioned but I was born and raised 
here. It's just sad when your neighborhood loses its identity." 
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The growth of the Village of Magnolia is clearly illustrated by the following 
Maps: 

1858 - Jennings & Herrick Map of Harford County 

1878 - Martenet Map of Harford County 

1904 - Maryland Geological Survey of Harford County Gcnlociicc=il FnrmutirH1". 

The 1858 Map sho.,..;s 3 structures north of the Philadelphia, Wil111ington anJ Balti111u1e R.R. 
track'S:-near the junction with the road leading south into the Gunpm<1der Neck 
(nm·1 Edgewood - Aberdeen Proving Ground). The only label for these.,buildings is "C.F. 
Smith Dep0t and P.O. ". South of the tracks is a smal I area labeled 11Magnol ia Grovc 11

• 

The 1878 Map reflects 20 years of growth in and around Magno] ia. There is a school and 
James Carr & Harrison Swift, who were leasing ground from George W. Brown arc indicated. 
Oddly enough, Goerge Brown is noted only once as owning a structure south of the R.R. 
tracks. 

-1-ie 1904 Map sho;,1s Magno! ia in its most developed form. ;he houses near the intersect ion 
F Fort Hoyle Rd. and Magnolia Rd. (Md. 152) are all located. In 1917, the U.S. Government 

took over the area south of the R.R. tracks for a military reservation but this helped 
increase the activity in Magno! ia as the main route into the installation passed through 
Magnolia. Not until 1943, v;hen the R.R. station \.oJ3S demolished, and the military gate 
moved to northeast of the vi 1 lage did Magna] ia 1 s decline begin. 
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Blanche Fletcher and Family December 12, 1980 Page 1 

Robert and I were married on June 25, 1927 in our church. We celebrated 

our 50th Anniversary in 1977. We had 2 daughters, Ellen and Alyce (Ellen 

passed away this August 1980). Alyce and her husband, Donald Allegretto, had 

4 children, 2 boys and 2 girls. 

Before and since our 2 daughters attended school I have always had an 

interest in education. I served in PTA at Magnolia and Edgewood Elementary 

Schools. Also served on Board of Education for 12 years, 1952 to 1965. I 

have the trowels for cornerstone laying of Edgewood High School in 1954, 

' William Paca in 1964, and Magnolia Elementary in 1975. Took part in naming 

these and Riverside Elementary in Joppatowne, built on Riverside Farm in 1968 

near Gunpowder River farmland. 

I have served on local, county, and state council of Homemakers. Also 

as director of District 6 and secretary of Maryland Congress of Parents and 

Teachers. Have been tine of Chief Judges of Election since 1965 in our district. 

Also served as Superintendent of Church School and a trustee and steward. 

I'm listed in Who's who of Methodist Church, Personalities of the South, 

Who's Who of American Women, and Who's Who in the East. 
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As you travel down the narrow country road in the town of Magnolia, it's 

not easy to imagine earlier days when the area was the center of activities, 

in this southern end of 1st District of Harford County. In the late 1800's 

stage coaches to Baltimore stopped regularly at Magnolia station which was 

located at the Main General store. In the early 1900's the only blacksmith 

in the village was kept quite busy in his shop across f~om the store. Trains 

traveling on the Pennsylvania Railroad made stops often at Magnolia station, 

providing the main transportation for residents to the area. The post office 

was housed in the train station, as was the ticket agent and just down the 
~ 

road apiece was the only church in the area and· a 2 room ye 11 ow s choo 1 house, 

also a barber shop, shoe shop and a canning house. 

I have lived my entire life in Magnolia, the youngest daughter of the 

village blacksmith, John Skillman. I can recall fond memories of my birth

place and with help from my Mother, my namesake, I have collected dates and 

facts about the town, its people and activities. 

I am still fighting to keep the name 11 Magnolia 11 for my little area. The 

growth of the towns on each side, Joppatown~ and Edgewood, haven't taken us 

over yet, and I don't think they ever will.' Maybe I'm old fashioned but I 

was born and raised here and I guess I'll be carried away for'DTI here, It's 

just sad when your neighborhood loses its identity. 

Wann memories are readily recalled about the old town's blacksmith shop, 

where 11 Papa 11 was a wheel wright too, who made farm wagon wheels and rimmed 

old ones, for local farmers. I can remember or picture the forge and anvil 

in the center, the forge was an open fire, where irons were heated by forced 

draught and fashioned into metal while it was hot. The anvil was an iron block 

used for the halTITlering and shaping of metals. There were also 2 different 

stalls used for unruly horses, to be lifted off their feet, for new shoes. 

HA-1s7o 
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Papa always wore a canvas apron and a derby. Many days I woold stay with him 

and raise a "horse tail" on a stick to keep the flies off the horses while 

being shod. Blacksmithing was big business in those days. 

When the U.S. Cavalry was stationed at Edgewood Arsenal or Fort Hoyle. 

the name of the road was changed because the cavalry used the railroad crossing 

to get in and out of the Arsenal. Trade was good with all the traffic funneled 

through Magnolia. During World War 1 Papa and my older brother, Raymond, went 

to work at the Arsenal because many residents were starting to get rid of their 

horses. We saw our first auto when H. G. McColTlllons purchased
1
one and.drove 

down through town on what is now Fort Hoyle Rd. I remember how excited we 

were and would run from the house to the road when we heard him coming in his 

machine. 

Some of my most vivid memories are connected with the Magnolia Railroad 

Station and the signal tower. The ticket agent, in charge, lived on the 2nd 

floor and Magnolia Post Office was in the rear of the same building. There 

were 2 waiting rooms in the front and a wagon stable and outdoor toilet faci

lities were out back. Local history books recall that in 1864 Gilmer's Raiders 

led by Major Harry Gilmer of the Confederate Army led his troops through Mary

land and Pennsylvania stopping off at the Magnolia Station. The first 2 trains 

that came up the main line of the Pennsylvania Railroad near the Gunpowder 

River were captured and burned. Then also pushed ·on to the river bridge 

crossing and set fire to that. For years some graves were sighted near the 

tracks. 

I attended the 2 room elementary school house built in 1873. Of my 

teachers I remember fondly Jessie Davis and Elizabeth Famous.(from whom I 

still hear from). They would start each school day by ringing the pull bell 

in the belfry. The more than 40 students in 7 grades would come t0 their two 
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seated desks and studies would begin. At recess or lunch time, the students 

would take turns going across the road for spring water, to be used by drinking 

out if the dipper. In 1912 this school burned and we attended classes i~ the 

old church hall until a new one room school was built. the church hall was part 

of the Magnolia Episcopal Church which was built in 1888 by John A. Sheridan 

at the cost of $1,750. The ground of the church was donated by George W. 

Brown, one of the 3 generations of owners of the Brown's store. Before this 

time the Magnolia residents for miles around attended the old Brick Church 
I 

(Presbury or Gunpowder Meeting House) located within Edgewood Arsenal. The 

church still stands but is vacant. In 1968 a new church, Presbury United 

Methodist, was built on Edgewood Rd., merging Edgewood and Magnolia congrega

tions. Our town is in a horseshoe shape which begins at Magnolia Rd. (Route 

152) and ends at Trimble Rd. We got our name "Magnolia" from the many wild 

trees that grew in the swamp and wooded areas near by. Every morning, 6:50 

a.m., I had to catch a train, in sight of home, to attend our nearest high 

school in Aberdeen, Maryland. After that I attended Professor Livingstone's 

Academy of Sewing and Designing in Baltimore, again taking the train for 2 

years. They had good service in those days and our best and only transporta-

ti on. 

Again back to the famed Brown's General Merchandise Store. Customers 

would come on foot, horseback, or farm wagons from the end o·fi Gunpowder neck . 
(12 miles) or miles around, to shop or have work done at the village black-

smith shop. There was always time to sit on the front steps and pass away 

the hours or in the winter sit around the old stove to warm themselves. Many 

farm wives brought eggs and butter to trade in part for the groceries they 

needed, from huge barrels of flour, sugar, smoked or salted fish, pickles, 

etc. For the children was the large selection of penny candy. My husband, 
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Robert, came to work for his sister Lula F. Brown and her husband, George W. 

Brown, in 1918. When his brother-in-law died in 1947 he managed the business 

until 1970. This was the 3rd generation of Browns. George W. Brown who was 

born in Baltimore in 1835 had the store and connecting home built in 1865. 

In those days stage coaches as I have said stopped enroute to Baltimore. 

There was also a traveler's bar, so was considered a lively spot of that day. 

George retired and opened a cannery nearby, canning some 12,000 cases of 

tomatoes each year. 
# 

The old station was torn down in 1943, the crossing was also closed to 

to Edgewood Arsenal and an overhead bridge was built near the site of the old 

school and that took much of the traffic out of the village. The trains didn't 

stop at 11 Magnolia 11 after 1958. The name Magnolia on railroad property was 

taken down. I still have 2 of those signs. Going quickly by was the name, 

the identity of 11 Magnolia 11
• With the railroad station closed the pos~ office 

found a new home in Brown's store. Lula F. Brown was postmaster for 35 years. 
\, 

After retirement Mildred E. Price served for 15 years, until theirideaths in 

1970 and 1974. Before the closing of store there was talk in the town of 

taking 11 Magnolia 11 post office away and Joppa rural delivery serve the patrons. 

Many petitions were signed to keep 11 Magnolia 11 and I give Congressman Clarence 

Long, alot of credit that we still have our "Magnolia" zip code, 21101, in 

a portable trailer near Route 152, across from where the old school used to 

be, from old church hall in 1975. I have served as assistant to 2 former post

masters on vacations or in case of illneis. 

Many of our land marks are gone. Homes changed and old family names 

moved or died. At one time there were 4 canneries in good business, Armstrongis, 

Archers, Flottermesah and J. Warren Brown. No trace of them now in Magnolia. 

We do have 2 businesses, the Harford Sands and Susquehanna Concrete Products. 
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Heavy trucks travel from early morning until late at nights. Penn Central or 

Amtrak trains speed by on newly laid track and concrete ties instead of wood, 

and school buses to and fro to Magnolia Middle School, Magnolia Elementary. 

School, and to Joppatowne High School near by. When you lose your school, 

your train station, church, and store you lose the identity fo your neighbor

hood. That's a little disheartening and sorrowful when you're in love with an 

old town, your birthplace 76 years ago. 
' 
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BU\NCHE FLETCHER 

ON MAGNOLIA 

MARCH , 1981 

111[ R/\ILRO/\DS 

Steam enqinrs 1·1e1t:' u•.l•d b·.· llH• Pen11..,y l v.1ni.1 R.1i l ro.1d. Ye". , t h"'{ billm·1••d 011 

gre at puffs of lil.1ck •.rani..l· .1111 1 '•""'. ''"" lo11d 11l1i ·.11l-<... Wc11l'r t 1C)IJ1Jll" 1:cl'(· 1,.•t1·11..:c11 

the rai Is herl· in the blciti.. 1 .., ,., l iun .l11d 1,,,, l l'' \·J.>•, d t a\m up lo Lhc c.:ngi11~.., - \11c1 cer 

supplied from l.J1·ge r<.'~ervni1·, \1i1h li n L' "Pr i nqc. - pip<>d 11ndcr. roc:id up by thl.'. villaQI.! 

church. Thi s ..,1 1pply is still ll'H!<' by scve1-.1l hnrnl"• , m i nt> i nc l uded . Railro.1d r1c•r' 

used to keep i t c 1 tt.11u cl e.h h Fa l 1 .rnd rt·P J .1Cl' 1·11111dvll h• •x , 1vc 1., - 11011 ,,.., i l i "n ' l 

used by the r .1il ro.J d - t he l n.:L' •,upp l y 1-1..Js yiven t1J land u.-m~rc; dnd kep t u p bv same. 

A s igna l tower 1·1c1s near t lw s t .Jti m wh e r e tr<1in.., i " the r I )ck were: gi ven .i slm·i , 

go ahead or st op si9n;tl s . hy pul I 11r lC'vL•r -.. /\.., .1 yn1tn'l'ilPr t he siqnal n~1·n .1nd 

leleg r <iph ope1 .it11r 11.1·d 111 11'11111·1111 11 t lll' l1 ·v1·1· {11111c:h .i ·. 1lwy u ':lc: 1111 j oke1 ' ~ v1ild 

television shtM now, lo be <1l Lh L' dev il). 

A gatek eeper 1-1as south o f t he '>tati on a round th<' c l ock, f or cro·;s i ng t he t r.Je t s 

into Gunpowder r~eck. Th i s 1·1.1s .1 h.1nd e r.inked 'l•ll1' .lnc1 hl' r.1hed and lm·1e re d the. g.:ites 

for passing tr.1 rfic - 1·1hcn 11 , 1i 1 11,1•. in the hi nd,. f\ Ii.i ll 111i l c down there v1.:is u n u l her 

unwa tched cro-...,illO f or f,w1i I ic-. I iving ,1lon9 th1• 1t.111k.., of the Gunpov1dcr ancl f,1rm l and. 

As I have rec,111~<.J - ·.il! had nnnv .H1... 0111'>da t ion-. ol 11.ii11s tli>rth an<l So11th. 

I went to Abe rd1·cn H. 5. cHHI my •.i·.t··r bc•fo 1c llh• .Ill•' 1.111•1' [11 B.:il t i 1111111 1 • Ht1lt"ll"liV"" . 
went to market · in City lli.1 l tlh!Y 1...•1uld not ql!l .it l11c11! •.tore c:ind ll> r· clothes . . My 

2 daughters t r~1 v1::leJ Lo sclwnl~. 111u ic and st>crc>t.:irial in 1950 ' s and I spent many 

h o urs wasHng, iron i ng '.:>kir i '> , dr, . ..,,,-.5 an d hl o 11·;c> .... In s r 11111.1c r l he· \·1 i nclc11~~ .1n.d doo r s 

on rat t ling cc• 1rlh''> "'"'l'l' op1•11 .111d 1'le11ty of ··n"t .i11d di 1 t. We h.id l.1t <ll ~l!t:t i r.111 o r 

bl ock track ML'lt Lu kt;cp l 1.i~ i11 ll',•,1ir dn<.l c,rn l<'Lcill 1;1.i11y •.1reck s - tha t brough t 

things to a St .Jndst: i 11 and l ong h1)urs o f cl e .1n up. 



HA-ts7o 

trains scheduled to 4 cumod.Jll.! them. One tim•! 15 incluclirHl ., railro..il dr>tl~ctivl~ 

were killed wh('n once, w."liLinq inc;id1• pllShecl oul tn \1, iitinq pl.itform, µuc;,hing 

workers in thC' p.nh of cl r, ... , r."lin. llliC\l.lk.l!n l tl 111· t ht'il''l. Later tlol)r ... \VC! I L' t.IJl 

Much shippioq 1·1.r-:. Jon.· over th1..• railr•J.1d l'l",llnt''>, corn from c;inn1·1 i1..·~. 

milk from fa rms <iri d emptv 1;,111• .. 11i 1 I" d i 11 .ind ,.1·111. rl "' I t t"· " 11ii lk <,liippvtl ,, 11. 

unload i ng. M.rnv loci.11 peopll· ~.C'r" emµ l <..iy1!cl • p1>'>L111,1c;ter, freighl irqe:n. c1nd .,l<Jtic.: • 

• 
agent , section IJ•)S5 and \'JOl'ke r ..,, tl:le9r,iph opcr.rt11r' , c.1,1tin11 n1<1s1cr. tick1..•1 ·"'l•'fll 

and gate keeper. Many still c."1r1e 111 1v<itth the 11,1i11"> gob·;. Met roli11c1~. frt:ighl ul ,,1 

President Rooscvell and Kennedy go throuqh, also •.Jlwn tnc F•eedom trnin ~toppC'd for 

r a signal - (nov1 al I electrified.) t-:.1i I .1nd pilr(.('j roe;( W'l'l' <tlso CcHl'icd by I ruin. 

Pouches put on ,1 po<,t Cc1tchc r ,., Ir.tine; r. pc<'dcd hy - or ca rried by 1Jc199cl!JC! cir 1:1nin co,1c.l1 

(Many carrier pigeons shipped 

here fo r relea-;c· lo Jersey and points tlorth. Thousands of dollars bet on tirie an<l fliol 

Gc11l!1 •• I Mt•rchandi t· Slore ·------·---------

Only way I ik1~ .1 pr,•c,t·nt •,up,•11 1rl..l>I. Ynu 1111ild hy .1111tltinq yn11 111•c-do•d "' 11111· 

spot. (hardwan-. clu t hing - t\1(;11 1
• •• !>1,y's, girl'..,, \Jrn11en) ho-:.e - s.·1eattrs, ~hi1·l~. 

All baking supplies and daily b.lkt·r~ good<>, Iced (horse , c1\1 , chicken) ft>rtili7.er . 

lime , gas and ctil .1nd kl•t0•,';:'n c•. (cl.t-.idt t·1ar·eh•Ht'>v.) D<1iry µ"'oducts, ice cre.:ir1, soda<>, 

penny c.:indies, -11111,• r1tlll prt'.., .: ·· ipt il11 1 dru~1· .. '!>l•1l irn11..·1y and '>t.hool supµ I ic'>. ·Al 1 cannet' 

r fruits and vegt'lnble~. loo~~ .1nd h1l>'cd cookiec;. ~M,111y ch,Hgc.1 from one mon th credit -

lot of losses too). Also so ld c0 ... mct ics. sc\viny anrl crocheting cottons, some cott on dr•" 
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lengths and oil cloth. 

foo t · tubs, en.11111..·I .111d gulv1nih•d t'• •··ket• .• ind h.i• i11,. 

(Buslnes .., ,i1H.l' 1865 3 q1•111 •r .itio11~ - G1•1>. \·/ . l11111·111 (/.son'> , 7 d.i111,ti11•1·,} , 

Jesse Warren brtw.n (1 -:.\Jn , 2 J.1111jli:,•r-;) lie11icw C.il·:in Bro~m - no children. R(1berr \-Jnd 

in store 53 yco r '3 - (huve r ,111d 1J1.11,.iq1•r 7 ~ 1~'.1r • •. ) C11nm11111i 1v meet i nq nl.J(1• indoor~ .11 .. 1 

horses being !. 1lud (..icross the ,,,,1tf). Ex1l1un<~t· "9!1" ,rnd bulte1 for <•ther product'> . 

Railroad passe119i::rs meet i 11J pl<Kc (.1cro~!-> the rnnd) frum st .it 1on . Inside - h t hig 

log burning chunk s t o ve . then pot 1>1:1 l y :.tov~ . then n i I heilter wit h f.iln cir·cu l atin9 

heat. Cash r eq i s t c r .ind -..1fc• .111cl 11'co r d" in cnclo..,r-cl r .:i i I i 11q with ') <:w i n9inq 9.:i t cs . , 
Walk in refri g11r.itor , b i g ,hrn·1 Ld'•'' d i spl a ·1 for rn11<1h, chec..,cs , l unc.h cut<:. , 5(1da<> 

and ml lk. Ice c 1·ea111 lreezl!r uml ~11: t d r ink coo l e r. Gl uss 'i hO\-J C tlS<"S on counter ar·ound 

2 sides and candy cases . ( Post ofi1ce enc l o-;u 1c) 2 sca l es . I wi t h mea t s o ther fo r 

weighing up s11~1 . 1 1 <. . flour , cnrn-1,.•-.11 etc. bcwcihl hy 1hr ba rrel a t firs t. l.itC'r b(iuoh r 

leather palmed. 
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THE ~hLNOLIA CYURCH 

Church - •.1ill li <;t some .1cLivi 1 i cs in \-1hich ·m hoth ·-c·•vf'ci thPn cl.->bnr,11l' nn 

some and offi et·" f ill c•d by (•l1'l.l1·d 111cml.J1.·1·-,. Supt. S . S. - 11c~1..,urcr, '>t'C:•L·t.irv, 

cradle ro l l, Lr01·. n pin .Jl t c11danc1! sys 1 em, ma i 11 tena11c:e. j .rn i tor. <>rgan is t. choir. 

Trustee , stew·Hd , Lre<1s ur1.··, •,c·c rct 11y, comn1uninn c;tC'\1,ird Ch . of ni•;i; jor)-b(l.ird -

studies of Bi blt: Old .'.Ind N1~1·1, .111J <•the b•>okc; t:r>ov,.nt io11~ (d i :,trict .i11d C. l llHdy) 11.itl 

Oyster , chlckt.:'11, ham, cral.J cake .; , 1'1>l lock s11pp1•r•,. ILCcream festiv1I - P1..::lch nnd 

strawberry. Box soc i als , 1:1>1:Jnll!1it'i sin9' .• choir, Chri.,t m.1 c; , Childr1•., •.., D.J y . R:Jll t 
# 

Day programs. D"ocrat i onc. - f(.•111 .... 1.-1mble r t)"('" · 1•tr. r1.-,y.., , 111 ixcd 11r11up-, , 10111 

Thumb wedd i n;J. • ... cc.Jdiny~ . rurn . .:1<.11· .. \nniv.•r-,.~ r il' '· Vi-.iti119 min i -,Lt:I '> f (JI dPd i c.1tiOt1'>. 

Parents boardld 111iniste1s in thei1 11nmes - one m<Jrri~c.J 111y oldest "> htcr, another the 

organist and lll'i 3rd 91adc ·;chonl 11•.1cher . 1\nrt•; h•,1 cJi..,tri1t Supt. ',J,.,. .1tt<'lll'd ,1nnu.il 

conferences .1•. d1•l1•q.1 l 1"· , .ii 11•11d1 •d l\ihl1· ·.t11 ti. 111 d 11"1 I " " " '"" 

My wedding day June 2) , 19}:.l.:___ 

satin and lact•l Cliu1d1 cJ,•.1m·d. d~ · .. . 11.1t1•<l U\• 11•, i. llc •vu·1"~ nc1J rulJhr ' ru111wr fc >r 

ais le . Recep t i o 11 hclcJ .::ic 1>riJe' ~ l'•1rc1H 1-:. liom1.:: \·J i ~h buff e t r11eal, c.l Ke (decor<Hed)etc. 

Pastors (2) my brother in l<:M <ind P•l'>tr>r 0f rhu1ch( l atter ilttc>ndcd our 50th .1nniv<.'rs.ir: 

in 1977) Mai d o r hont)r 111y c;j •,r,• r l dcl 1;1 Kirnr - '>ht· .ind h11..,lrnn<1 Frc·d hrouqhl out our 

Lamar Creswel I, [I mer Robinson, Fred Kisor, Elwood Armstron~. (2 I iving at 50th 

anniversary - I at~ended) .Robert•.., bro1her , Chari ie he'>l m.::in. My father, John 

Ski 1 Iman, gavt• 1111• <H..,ay. (dit·d f11ll 1111i11q OctobC'1 I?). 

Many fror?, tilll ul tu1·111 .ll Lc11dvd - church Ii I led (200). Rice t hru\·m and h.:ippy l ir.11· . 

Took tra i f'l to Baltimore then on t c 1\tlanti .: City for 4 day'> (Trayrrore Hotel) came 



kitchen tabl e 2 1..hairo;, ic•? bClx. l..ilchen cabin<>I 3 burn••r oi l (cook) stove . Livi1ig 

room dining r n11rn hcd room ruq:. , 11tu,>1cum for kit c lwn. 

Bagby whole s,1 11.! lurnitu1t> - B..iltiurirL' - $500. c,1 ... h - 1927 

fa n•1·rc; Borok I> i II d f' I 

# 

gr J\' l 1 rn·11• r 

in":>ur a•1CL' 

Ba r lwr 

r S l o rl'-mc rch.1ng 

fl l iqht .1y1• 11l 

Telc1 11aph o pt!r;1 ·o r 

Cro!:>'>ing \./..ilcl1111.1n(3) 

Po-; 1r;;p; le1 

Mi ni-.1 .. r 

Ra i I 11 .1d s. ·c. l i 1111 B11· 

Pu 1 I 111,111 Con duel• 11 

Teaclw r-. 
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" I H. E. ~ E. c..o-.c_ 't> " 

Blanche Fletche1· ~ ~4~C.H 19i1 

Blanche Fletch~r . 76, ol Magnolia workt•d only 
briefly out.aide her home for pay. though she did work 
ln the '9lel'1ll merchandise st.ore that her husband had 
next to tbelr home The post office was locat<'d inside 
lhe store and when the postmistress wcnl on vacation, 
Mrs. Fletcher would 13 :e over the postal o;>eral11tn fo r 
her. 

The third wom:in to serve on the JlarCord l'ouuly 
Board 01 Education, Mrs. Fletcher had a st·at on the 
Board from 1952 until t!>rlS During Uiat lime, •he 
helped acout out lhl' local ton ror Harford < ·om11111111ty 
College and &he gave out the diplomas to the firs t 
graduaUng clau 111f four student!>> at lhc collci.;1· 

Growing up right across the road Crom her prl's••nt 
home, Mrs. Fletcher said she never thou~l1t or 
preparing herself for a hfe as an active memlx:r 11£ lhc 
community. "I didn'I ha\'e any 1dcn lhat I was goin to 
be in the public <'~e." she said But she has hru:. <'n 
ground and laid cornerstones at thrcl' d1 '''~1'111 
schools. She has gi,·en uut diµlomas at sd,•iol 
graduations and made ~pccc:hcs She a1tnht1l<':-. s11111e 
of her ability to sf>('ak in public fr1>m trai11inj.! :.he 
received in the m11:-.t 1raditlll11al way · 

An active member in lhe llomcmakrnc <:luh 1h.11 h~· 
coopera tive extcnsirni sen ice provult s. Mrs Vlt•trlll'r 
served four years as prt>s1d<'nt of the I L1rfc•1 d Co1111t~ 
Council of Homemaker~ for ":.!6 y~rs stra1r.:ht. he 
attended a week-long summer course a t the University 
or Maryland lhat the extcn::.ion SC ·vice offcrrcl lo 
women. Known as the collegc week for womc•n the 
program gave 'A omen from all over Ute stule a \'.h.1 tee 
to live together in the college dormitories for a v.t·ek, 
listening to noted Spt>akers and colle@e professors nd 
taking day trips to Washington, D C. for museum 
tours, boat tripe; on the Potomac Rh er and ,., t•11111gs 
out. 

Courses on borne management and furn ishing "..:re 
offered, along with courses on clothing and food .ind 
family Ule, lntern:ilional relalions. 1>a.1ki11g and n11111ey 
management, writing a will and pub:ic relation.-.. •;he 
took a course lhcn• 011n· on puhlic Sp('akmit " I l .111 JUSl 
see that teacher telling you how to pteside." she ~1d 
" I don't know that I was very good at it, but I w;i.,n't 
11cared to death." 

The courses she lt>ok al th1• llniversil)' of !'It.in I.ind 
''short~urse" w1>c•k hecamc valuable hlcr t\c'll\'•' in 
the PTA at four mffrrcnt !>ichuols m ll;rrlnnl 1 ·0111 ly, 

she s<·rvcd al one po111t as secretary ol the Mar)land 
<.:ongres.-. of l'TAs and U1e district direclor or the PTA'\ 
in fi ve tount ic•s. Th<' l lomemakers flubs were 
organized hy d1stric1 a5 well and she has served ac: 
director tht•re "I 1ist•d to f?O all over the count~ at 
night, · she said, tr<1vi>ling Harford. Cecil and 
Uult in111n· rn1111l 1l-s to .1111•11d mcctlngll "'l'ht>re's a nC\\' 
school amt you'd try to find it," Mr!>. 1''letcher i.aid. 
lnughrng al.iout lh1• number of tim~ she stopped to ask 
cli rect1011s 

Mrs Fll'lt'hi r ~aid she Lhtnks women used their 
1 ositions 111 lr:illi t1onnl W•>men's groups to become 
111ore co11f11knl .1hou1 d<'ahng with people in other 
~ettinJ;s. l111nll'ntakers Clubs and tht' PTA offered 
women :i dl;1111 c lo hold o!hcP.. run businrss tn<'Ctings. 
~p<'ak in publit' and talk w11h other \\Omen who led 
~ imil:ir hH•s 

Roh•·rl Fl<•td1rr, Mr~ l"lelcher's husband, died two 
1vel•ks a.in a I tu a long 1ll11l'SS Mrs. Fl etc: her crl'd1ts 
him v. ilh b('ang supror11v1 of her aclivitie~ \Vhen the 
precinct al Joppa-:\.fa~no!ia F'1re Hall , wh<'re he had 
Sl'rvc<l a~ .1n .,krl1011 jull~" for year'>. wa~ ·,plit in I ll(;6, 
her husba11d dt'l'ld"tl not lo co111mue 'ti.or kmg at the 
11<1lls llr s11i>1111t1<'d his , ... rc·i. name as his rcplaccm<'nt 
ancl Mrs I• ktrht·1 "1.•11t t11 ''01 k as an t.>lcc·tion JUclg<.• 11t 
I he ,J(lupato\\ nc• l·:lcmrntary ~·chool voting J1lace. 

A graduate vf 1\hcrdcen High School m l9'l3, Mrs 
F'l<'lchcr wrn1 on lo study dress makini;t for 18 months 
a l Professor L1v111gston's Academy on Saratoga Stret'l 
in 8.1ltimon• When her granddaughter, a tenlh· 
graacr. recently had lo write a school paper on the 
dif(erenccs bel\\cen her education and that of her 
grandmother 's. Mrs. 1-'lt'lcher said they talked for 
c1uite a while 

tn addllion to her olher credits, Mrs 1''1c>tcher has 
served as Ute superinlcndent of Sunday school at 
~agnolia Methodist Church. Asked how she ended up 
al lhc top or the ladder wlwn she ser ved in community 
groUJ>'>. Mrs fletcher said, "I just worked my way up I 
gu<•si" Shl' al-;o ~ays, " I could hovP been president of 
the sch0<1I board, butt didn't feel I was capable. I k ne'' 
my lirntts. I didn't have the education I thought l 
should have to take on other projects." 

Or lhc SllC!l'~~I'::; that have· (•tllnC to ht'r in her !He, 
:\trs Flctdlt.'1 -;:1ill simply, " You've gol to work for 
wh:it you p,l'I ' 

f/A-1570 
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