
SUMMARY 

Log Tenant House 
HA - 1571 

The evolution of a hewn and wrought environment to one exhibiting the success of the 
machine, the progression of an early rural society to a late Victorian one and a changing 
attitude toward domestic can all be seen in this house. 

It begins as a 1-1/2 story log house with a principal living space and an unvented 
room on the first level and a sleeping room above. A total floor space of 13X21 feet 
on the first floor and the half story above sufficed for a family of The logs of 
course were all hewn and the exposed joists of the ceiling had decorative beaded edges. 

This kind of manual effort is not exhibited in the late Victorian addition which 
is made of all machined materials. The addition not only provided two more bedrooms but 
two more parlors as well. These added rooms yield a plan in which the rooms have 
specialized functions. The south west parlor for instance appears to have been a formal 
area reserved for the most special functions but in the log house a single room housed 
various activities including cooking, eating, working, playing and sleeping. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

There are two distinct sections to this house, the earliest being a 1-1/2 story 
log house and the latest being a 2-story frame addition that nearly doubled its size. 

The frame portion sits close to the East side of the lane leading into (The Proctor­
Coale House HA-289). That facade faces south and it is two stories covered with plain 
clapboards and capped by a gable-end roof which runs north-south. A central stove flue 
exits at the ridge. The fenestration of the west facade is quite regular consisting of 
two equally spaced tall 2/2 sash windows down with shorter ones above. 

Standing behind this Victorian additon is the 1-1/2 story log house which was approx­
imately 16 1 X 23 1

• Its gable-end roof runs east-west and it was three bays wide and the 
equivalent of two deep. The building was oriented to the north and south. A full but 
unfinished cellar was provided by the high fieldstone foundation. A bank house of sorts 
is formed by the wa 11 which is 41 611 on the south east corner. 

On the east and south sides the log portion is covered with board and batten 
siding. The boards are 1011 wide with 2-1/2 11 beveled battens. Most of the windows in 
the log portion are 6/6 sash with pedimented lintels. Much bubbled glass remains. 

The east side or end is covered with the board and battens. The single upper 
window was cut through later. The cellar is entered by a small doorway on the south 
east corner. 

The sou~h facade has two lower windows and an off center door inbetween. The upper 
level does not exhibit the expected knee windows but is covered by both siding and the 
shed roof of the porch on this side. This porch is probably added; it is supported by 
champfered columns. 

The opposite side, the north facade s;hows evidence of an earlier porch which ran 
its full length. There is a central door with an added hood and a single 2/2 window in 
the west side. The east bay is blind and contains a modern stove flue. The shed dormer 
on the side is added and the clapborads are of course later material. 

The original west exterior is covered by the frame addition. 

Interior 

Basement: This area has a dirt floor and rubble walls. There is no evidence of an 
interior access. One can see heavy puncheons supporting the floor above. The present 
stove flue is supported by a stone cantilever in the west wall. There is no visible 
sign of an earlier interior chimney and the area that is likely to show signs of an 
exterior chimney is covered by the frame addition. 

See continuation sheet #1 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The evolution of a hewn and wrought environment to one exhibiting the success of 
the machine, the progression of an early rural society to a late Victorian one and a 
changing attitude toward domestic can all be seen in this house. 

It begins as a 1-1/2 story log house with a principal living space and an unvented 
room on the first level and a sleeping room above. A total floor space of 13X21 feet 
on the first floor and the half story above sufficed for a family of The logs of 
course were all hewn and the exposed joists of the ceiling had decorative beaded edges. 

This kind of manual effort is not exhibited in the late Victorian addition which 
is made of all machined materials. The addition not only provided two more bedrooms 

- 1t two more parlors as well. These added rooms yield a plan in which the rooms have 
Jpecialized functions. The south west parlor for instance appears to have been a fonnal 
area reserved for the most special functions but in the log house a single room housed 
various activities including cooking, eating, working, playing and sleeping. 
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Decription Continuation Sheet #1 

FIRST LEVEL 

The first level of the log house is divided into two rooms by a partition that is 
perceived to be later although it may replace an earlier one. The stairs are framed up -1 

using random width boards varying from 3"-12" but the partition is regular 4" boards with 
cut nails. 

Modern panelling covers most of the original fabric of this room and the original 
stairs were removed and made into a closet. Mr. Holdway who has been living here more 
than 40 years recalls exposed joists with a lacerative bead. In that closet part of one 
of these beams is still visible. It is 3"X7" with a 1/2" bead. 

(see profile) 

The main room is 13'10" X 16'. Its fenestration is regular, although altered to 
2/2 from 6/6 and its doorwarys are asymetrical to each other. The north door is central 
to its wall while its counterpart on the south is not. 

The smaller room which measures 7'1" Xl3'6" may have been an unheated chamber. It 
has a single 6/6 in the south wall that still has panes of very wavy and bubbled glass. 

The upper room is characteristic of a 1-1/2 story with its trapezordal tray ceiling 
and knee wa 11 s. 

There is no access to the attic of this portion. 

Frame addition: 

The space was doublaiby a late Victorian frame addition to the west end of the 
log house. It is 14'X21 '. It provides two rooms down and two up. The addition resulted 
in a total first floor plan of a kitchen and two parlors. The parlors are small rooms 
10'Xl3' with decorative mantels. The parlours saddlebag a stove flue. 
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