
HA-158 
Cooksville l'anbark ~ill 
q:grmonv Church Road 
Darlington, Mar~land ?1034 

-

This two story stone structure is located on the south side 0:£' ~Iarmony 
Church Road in an arPa once known as Cooksville. 

':'his stone structure is s::iiri to have h-"en used "ls a tanbark mill in t!'le 
:nirl nineteenth century. ".'his :grea along Harmony '.::h;_<rch Road was a natural 
settinr; for such a mill, this e.rea heing covered · . ..;i th extensive forests. 

}eor,g;e ? • Cook is known to have ouil t this mill in 1842 alonr; ~·d. th a 
dwelling £'or the mill o~erator. 

11his area along Deer Creek is known as Cooksville after the industrious 
fqmilv who from 1816 until circa 1940 dominnted the village scene. Elisha 
Cook ~urchJserl property along Deer Creek in 1316 and founded a -,:oolen mill 
wrdch continued in operation until 1350. Geore;e P. Cook, besides running the 
tanbark mill kept a store until 1862. ~is sister conducted a private school 
until the same ye3r. 
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UNAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/DR COMMON 

Cooksville 'I'anbark Mill 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Harmony Church Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Darlington 
STATE 

Mary1 and 
DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

XBUI LOI NG(Si ~PRIVATE 
_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

r - _OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
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VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

~UNOCCUPIED 
_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

~o 

Jar.ies McC. and :Cucie 'forthinp:ton 
STREET & NUMBER 

3069 Harmony Church Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Darlington - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
couRTHOUSE. Harford County Courthouse 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

40 South Main Stre~t 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

first 
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Harfgrd 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_MUSEUM 

__ PA;lK 

_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_ TRANSPOR-:-ATIQr, 

~OTHER vacant 

Telephone #: 836_-=25~4~·3"------~-

STATE ' zip code 
Maryland 21034 

Liber #: 985 

Folio #: 199 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Ear' land 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



II DESCRIPTION Hl1-t51 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE _EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

LFAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

.X.UNAL TE RED 

_ALTERED _MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two story stone structure is located on the south side of Hannony 
Church Road in an area once known as Cooksville. 

The building 
chipping of bark. 
and is three bays 
is located at the 

is said to have been a tanbark mill used for the storing and 
The structure is constructed of partially stuccoed rubble stone 

by two. The slate roof is gable flank. A short brick chimney 
west inside gable end. 

Windows are bricked in on the north and south walls of this structure. Windows 
at the gable ends are six lights over six. Two louvered openings flank the chimney 
near the roof line. 

A large sliding door of wood plank is located on the north facade of this 
building. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

0 ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

X1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS X....INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This stone structure is said to have been used as a tanbark mill in the mid 
nineteenth century. This area along Harmony Church Road was a natural setting 
for such a mill, this area being covered with extensive forests. 

The bark -usually black oak- was stripped from the logs, tied in bundles 
and casted to the mill. Here it was broken into small pieces, thrown into a 
hopper, and ground into powder. The pulverized bark was then soaked in water to 
obtain the tannic acid necessary for the planning process. 

Cowhides were first run through limewater to remove the hair and then placed 
in pits, where the bark liquid was poured over them. They were allowed to soak 
-~or months, during which time the process of turning them into leather took place. 

George P. Cook is known to have built this mill in 1842 along with a dwelling 
for the mill operator. 

This area along Deer Creek is known as Cooksville after the industrious 
family who from 1816 until circa 194o dominated the village scene. Elisha Cook 
purchased property along Deer Creek in 1816 and founded a woolen mill which continued 
in operation until 1850. George P. Cook, besides running the tanbark mill kept 
a store until 1862. His sister conducted a private school until the same year. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



fJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Mason, Samuel, r1istoric Sketches of Harford County. 

'.fright, C. Mil ton; Our Harford Heritage, French 
Bray Press, Baltimore, 1967. 

Harford County Directory, 1953· 
CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

UiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 8 .47 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Jennings and Eerrick f".ap 
of 1858. 

'I'his pronerty is bounded on the north by Harmony Chu~ch Road, and on the 
south and west by the property of Lloyd -...Je3ver. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Susan M. Deeney, Field Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Historic District Com~ission 
STREET & NUMBER 

45 South Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bel Air 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

1/78 
TELEPHONE 

838-6000, ext ?Q? 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS-1108 
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James !'-Ice. and Lucie 
·:orthington 

985 1 c;o 
........ _,, . ./ 4/4/1975 Grant or: T~ • Lloyd :i/eaver 

Grantee: James i"1cC. and Lucie ?. ':!orthington 
Acrea12:e: 8.47 acres 

"1'.)0 301.i. 91 l0/2S/1946 Gran tor: .";a rah Tl 8001-:, et al J_l'J . 
Grantee: ~I. Llo:vd ··:eaver and Mina L. ·:eaver 

G~S 301.i 95 1?/3·J/l946 Gr<intor: Jesse '.{. -::'ravis 
Grantee: »r Llovd :md f·~ina L. · !eCJ.ver " . 

·"::-.~ 95 l, ')r; 3/?."/1399 ~ra~tor: !':arth;i Cook ' ./ 
3rantee: George J . and :::lisha Cook 

·.r.JF 93 335 4/14/1890 Gran tor: " ' 0 • ........ -.!illi:=tl!ls, trustee 
Grantee: Martha "S. Cook 

·:"? 10 136 6/15/1885 3r'lntor: Last '.Jill and r:'estament o: Joel 
Cook 

Grantee: Eis children: John :!illiam Cook, 
Slisha Cook, Isaac P. Cook, Mary 
Ne Cook, George ? . 8ook, Sarah P. 
Cook and Charles ,.., Cook Jo 

''.,.. T 43 364 11/23;1=83 Srantor: ;'1arg?:.ret T 1.'illis and others :-tLV .!. • 

8rantee: .'illiam ......... Cook 

'JR'} )04 95 Grant or: Joel Cook, ~·lar:r l,j 8ook, Elisha ... 
J. Cook, Isaac Cook and George 
P. Cook 

Grantee: Jesse !! • ~ravis 

:3H'-1 8 369 8/11/1370 Gran tor: Last :.'ill ::i.nd 1'estament of 3eorge 
P. Cook 

·Grantee: J. Lud"lr Cook 

S' i3 ?01 10/15/1853 Grantor: Last \'ill and 'resta.rnent of -Slisha 
Cook 

Gr,,.r.tee: Joel Cook 

BD ?9 P.?. 1 '/l ::>/181.i. 3 Gran tor: George Preston and . ."1.ppehun, his wife 
Grantee: r:lisha and George p . Cook 
Acreage: 45 acres 

HD 16 122 1/14/1~~34 Gra'1.tor: Joseph Moore 
Grantee: George Preston 



HD '"! 180 3/2S/l 911 'Jr:crntor: Javid Clendenin 
Gr?ntee: Joseph Moore 

:{D ·.; 130 9/5/1804 Gr,,_ntor: Heirs of James Clendenin 
Grantee: David Clendenin 

T~ ~ 

UlJ; 
p 203 5/1/1737 3rci.ntor: Maq';aret Sturgeon and I<obert 

Sturgeon 
·-:irantee: James Clendenin 
~.;.creage: 62 acres 
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NA-158 
9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL OAT A 
1..ATITUOE ANO 1..0NGITUOE COORDINATES 0 

1..ATITUOE ANO l..ONGITUOE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGl..E l..OCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

~ OF 1..ESS TH.O,N ON!" ACRE 

CORNER l..ATITUOE l..ONGITUOE LATITUDE l..ONGITUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . .. 
NE 0 . . 0 . .. 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 9 . 0 . . 

l..IST A l.l.. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERl..APPlNG STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE' COOE COUNTY CODE 

STAT E t CODE COUNTY t COOE 

STAT E t COOE COUNTY ! CODE 

STATE! CODE COUN TY1 CODE 
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIPfCAI ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As lhe designated Slate Liaison Officer for the Na-

Uonal Hjstonc Preservollon Acl of 1966 ( Pubhc Low 
I herebv certily that this property is included in lhe 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for 1nclus1on Nationa I Register. 

in lhe National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and proce<llres set 

forth by lhe Nallonal Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Histor1c Preservation 

level of significance of this nommat1on is: 

Nutional 0 State 0 Local 0 

Date 
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Cooksville Tnnbark Mill HA-158 
Darlington, MD 21034 
Susan M. Deeney 
February, 1978 
Northwest 


