HA-1587
FRAME TENANT EOUSE

Level SUMMARY
Private

Our concepts of necessary domestic space have changed in this century. Where the
1-1/2 story house with a plan of one romm down/one up plus alean-to kitchen was sufficient
for a family of as many as ten in the 19th century, the two or three bedroom split-level is
today's standard. In addition to bedrooms, kitchen and living area today's 1-1/2 story may
contain a dining room, guest room, powder room, den or study, club room and garage as well.
A family of four is substantial in size.

Whether log, stone or frame the 1-1/2 story house is an important visual document of
an earlier stayge in the history of the American family. The House is one such
dwelling and consequently may be of national significance. It is certainly typical of what
was common housing in Harford County in the mid-late 19th century and one cannot deny its
role in the history of Hopewell Crossroads. It is one of those early buildings (as indicated
on the 1858 map) that was part of the rural crossroads service center that Level-Hopewell once

was.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This frame duplex began as a 1-1/2 story dwelling with a kitchen lean-to. The
original section is the east half of the building and was essentially a one up/
one down plan with the principal room being approximately 31' X 23'. The original
section sits upon a fieldstone foundation; there is no cellar.

The addition and modern alterations obscure the original appearance of the
dwelling. Whitewashed clapboards seen beneath the stairs of "section B" prove not
only that the dividing wall of the duplex was an original exterior west end
but suggests as well a period of much simpler and neater appearance. The little house
was three bays wide with a centrally located north entrance. The east end had but one
bay vented by a 6/6 sash window. An exterior chimney that may have served a fireplace
occupied the west gable end. There may have been a window in the north side of the
chimney in the first level (where connecting door is located) and there was a casement
window on the south side at the upper level.

The kitchen wing seems to be original and is well lighted by an asymetrical system
of window-door-window.

The upper story is reached by enclosed string stairs located in the north-east
corner of the main room. The upper level is characterized by the trapezordal tray
ceilings and knee-windows.

Since the two halfs are built of similar post-machine materials and there are no
available tax records for most of the 19th Century in Harford County it is difficult to
say exactly when the house was enlarged. It would appear to have been added to in the
19th Century, however, and the enlargment exactly doubled its original size.

HISTORY

The chain of title for this property takes it back to Proctor ownership.
The construction materials are compatible for this time although they probably do not
date from any earlier. The 1858 Atlas for Harford County shows a 'building' and a
on this site.

On August 6, 1980 the occupant of section "B" was met; his only name offered
is "Ham". Ham is 75 years old, he will be 76 in a few weeks. He is taller than my
5'8-1/2", he has a full, long and wavy gray ' and yellow beard.

Ham is among the friendliest men I've ever met. He speaks with a N. Carolina
"hillbilly" accent, smiles often, is quick and experienced and anxious to relate his
experiences. He has only lived in this house one year (it is government subsidised
low income housing) and is not necessarily one of its aspects, but he is one of
Harford County's historical resources.

That this area has had immigrants like the State and Nation of which we are a part
is an important aspect of Harford County's growth. Ham was a coal miner from West
Virginia and North Carolina who came here for work early in the 20th century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY See continuation sheet #1
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Our concepts of necessary domestic space have changed in this century. Where the
1-1/2 story house with a plan of one room down/one up plus a lean-to kitchen was
sufficient for a family of as many as ten in the 19th century, the two or three bed-
room split-level is today's standard. In addition to bedrooms, kitchen and 1iving
area today's"1-1/2 story may contain a dining room, guest room, powder room, den or
study, club room and garage as well. A family of four is substantial in size.

Whether log, stone or frame the 1-1/2 story house is an important visual document
of an earlier stage in the history of the American family. The tenant House is one
such dwelling and consequently may be of national significance. It is certainly typical
of what was common housing in Harford County in the mid-late 19th century and one can-

—not deny its role in the history of Hopewell Crossroads. It is one of those early
1ildings (as indicated on the 1858 map) that was part of the rural crossroads service
center that Level-Hopewell once was.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Wayne L. Nield II, Historic Site Surveyor
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Harford County Department of Planning & Zoning Aug., 1980
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DESCRIPTION - Continuation Sheet #1 A7541727

He's been a carpenter, he's been a welders assistant at one of the local quarries,
and he used to drive a team hauling the milk from the Jewett Farm (HA- ).

Ham remarks of having "always been stout" as he describes a long and difficult medical
history. Since age 20 he has dealt with TB and a collapsed lung, heart disease, cancer of
the prostate gland, and skin cancer. He says he once had his nose cut off and replaced and
that his magnificent beard is the result of trying to hide the scars of his face. He is not
bitter; he is among my friendliest informants.

Hams recollections of mining coal as a teenager in the 1920's are valuable. They include
fear, explosions, the sounds of cracking timbers and the descriptions of the hand-process of
taking coal in the first quarter of this century.

Coal mining was the most important industry in the place of his beginning but in Harford
County Ham was active in this areas biggest and most historic industry, dairy farming.
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Title Search

995/177 Mar 31, 1967 Grantor: Walter Jenkins
Grantee: Oshelia Day
Acreage: 2.72 ac. on 01d Level Rd. part of
previous deed.

295/389 May 3, 1946 Grantor: Myrtle Carsin and Frank Wagner
Grantee: Walter Jenkins & wf.
Acreage: 7.87 ac. S.E. of S. at Level on
Rd. to Havre de Grace part of
"Cowens Neighbor"

242/90 Aug. 11, 1936 Grantor: Eldrige and Nadine Young
Grantee: Myrtle Carsin

176/42 Sept 23, 1921 Grantor: Heirs of Rebecca Sheridan
Wm. P. Sheridan & wf. et al
Grantee: Jennie Carlile
Acreage: 10 acres at "Hopewell Crossroads”
part of "Cowens Neighbor"

60/329 June 29, 1988 Grantor: Jas. H. Gallim and wife
Grantee: Rebecca A. Sheridan
Acreage: 10 acres on south side of Havre de
Grace Road at Hopewell X Roads

Sum: $1200

17/330 April 19, 1966 Grantor: Jon. W. Ruth et al
Grantee: Jon. W. Mitchell
Sum: $1200

formerly owned by Henry Spence

845/103 May 15, 1970 Grantor: Zero Inc.
Grantee: Jerry Gilbert and Wf. Bessie
Acreage: Parcel #2-two lots in Hopewell
from Wm. L. Foard

603/301 Oct. 17, 1962 Grantor: Wm. L. Foard

Grantee: Granville C. Boyle

Acreage: Parcel #2 being the same land
described in Equity May 2, 1888
in which A. Preston Gilbert trustee
sold land to Albert H. Bowman who
sold it to Edson H. Foard.....
5/8 ac.

See continuation sheet: #]
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45/229

20/91

A-1S57

Title Search - Continuation Sheet #1

April 5, 1882 Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:
February 24, 13868 Grantor:
Grantee:

Thomas Robinson and Priscilla
Edson H. Foard

2 ac. on North side of road in
Hopewell called "Hughes Choice"

J. Merryman Proctor
Thos. Robinson
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HA-1587

Frame Duplex Tenant House
Level, Md.

Wayne L. Nield II 6/80
Converted house on grounds
S.E. elevation







HA-1587

Frame Duplex Tenant House
Level, Md.

Wayne L. Nield II 6/80
North




