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huins of Farc Comu:ex 

:;ear ~'...berdeen, =·~d. 

Cansule-Sur.imary 

'l'he site of this for::1er farm comp2..ex is slated to become a 

lL;ht industrial park. There ·,.;as no recorC.able fabric left, but there 

were a number of buildinc ruins, indicating that this was at one time a 

typical large scala farming operation, no doubt connected in some way 

»:i th t!le canning industry that played such an im:oortant role in Earford 

County's economy. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

::AJI 131 ._C76_:5 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

dNAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

~tchell -ar~ ~o~plex 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATE .. aryland 

DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY 
__ DISTRICT 

~BUILDiNG(S) 
_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _occu PIED 

X_PRIVATE ~UNOCCUPIED 
_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 1cberdeen Industrial Center l~artnershin 

STREET & NUMBER Ka l· .o. Box 700 

CITY TOWN 
Aberdeen 

_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DH :::>S, ETC 

STREET & Nl!'.li3ER 
40 ~ou~h :~in Street 

CITY TOWN 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

PRESENT USE 

2'.:AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SC!ENT!FIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QT HER 

c/o .-.r. ~;ruce Hegstad 

T~lephone #: 

STATE , ZlP CGCfe'-­
Haryland · -luCl 

Liber #: '71_3 
Folio :e: :~/? 

STATE 
1 .a:~_-· lan C< 

an::' others 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

- "SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

~DETERIORATED 

~RUINS 
_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 
[ 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

JioRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
.:..,,.:. trio ..,..."'.:l,·ue:st a:· 't ~c~ .. e.::-Tl,-::r:.( ;::is~oric·.:.2. _-:-·1~~, tv10 sites E;urve:rors 

visited this site in lc:.te _,ecer.:02r, l')~O. ,;_ orief -.. -aL~in~ tour revealed 

a nu3ber of resi~ential and a~ricultural structures, all in ~dva~ced ctates 

ofcieterioration or colla~se. ;:o r:easur2'.'."ents or !Jhoto '":('ra:JhE were ta:~en 

at this time: loss of s~ate funding and time constraints im~osed by the 

Jept. of ?lannins prevented any atiditional visitG to ;ather ~ore infor~ation. 

This was a lar""e a-;ricil turo.l cor.i:olex t~w t ha::: been aoanC.oned for a 

It occuDies the entire southwest corner of the intersection 

of 0ld rhila~elphia ~oad and cihort 1ane. fwo balloon fra~e resi~ences-two 

story 1-~'.Jlan .structures •,:iL1 --able enc roo:'s ;;ere observed. 

r.1aterials, cut nails ::end ~:oului1L;s, as ·,:ell as t.i:.e lac}: of l;;.r:-;-e cookin:c 

fireplaces eug~est late l)th century construction ~&te~. 

been tenant ~ouses. ,1,'hey are oot:.1 on the verr·:e of total collc:.pse. 

~here ~as an onen ea~~pt~cnt sh~6, constructed by ;he nost in ~rounci 

::ne thod, ~me incor::)ora tin;-· circular sawn :;a terials, i-!i til a modern ue tal ro0-" 

~wo small (15'x 27 1 ) sheds that a~peared to have been livin~ auarters for 

farr.; uor::ers '.Jere seen • .L'hese incorporc-ted interior brick fl'.ies and ·,:ere 

built on the ~round with no base~ent or crawl s~ace. Also, t~erc as a 

c;ingle stor:r shed/:-:arar·:e concin::i.tion (15' x 5') ti1at appeared to ::ave 

oeen short ter:".l housin::;. .~. -la~ge ·bank barn '.-Ji t!1 a stone foundcc tion '.-w.d 

burneo lons before this visit, and nothin~ of rec rdable value was left • 

..:'he 1964 aeri.2..l photof!Taphs , and the aerial photos from more 

current years that are used oy the ~arford ~aunty ~enurtsent of .lan in; 

anci ._,onin'',' sl10'..c this cor.iplex as it ·.:ct_ ir: tb.ose years. .W. better uncerstanding 

of the buildin:::s an::l the size of the cor:::<Lex will be had fror:i ex:"::inin.-

them.. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_r'REHISTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _ COMMUN1TY PLANNING __ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELiGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 X ~GR!CULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _S'.:ULPTURE 

_1600-1699 LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARiAN 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~l.1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATIO!\i 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS __ INDUSTRY __ PQLITICS;GOVERNMENT _OTHER •SPECIFY: 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

:.:h::~ lanci. 2.rounc'. the .nilC.inc;-::: on this site -.ras still beinc: used 

to rrow corn when this site was visiteG in ~ece~ber 1930. 

area v:as far :·ro•·: ceing- a farm in the traci tional sense of the Hord. In 

fact, this la~tl is slat~d to become an industrial cite on the ad~e of the 

City of Aberdeen, and may even be annexed. 0uch a conversion underscores 

the dramatic shift in landuse and life styles oc'trrin,: not only :1ere, but 

in other parts of i~arford :.;aunty. Light industry has replaced a~riculture 

in many areas. 

jnfortunately there ·;as no recor::,aole fabric left a-i; this site. 

ciowever, it was in all probability a typical l;lrce scale farming operation 

with 19th century trappings, includins numerous out~uildings. 

~ate-no title search done for this site. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBUOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lllJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Phillip Lord/ ,'ayne Nield Historic Site Surveyors 
ORGANIZA 1.10N f d Har or County Department of Planning & Zoning 

STREET & NµMBER 
45 South ~ain Street 

CITY OR TOWN 
Bel Air 

DATE January 1981 

TEU:P~~'tf-6000 

• .STATE. Mar y.Land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

.... ll08 



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING 

Guy W. Hogor, AICP 

Mr. Bruce Hegstad, President 
Hazleton Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 700 
Aberdeen, Maryland 21001 

Dear Mr. HcgsLad, 

December 29, 1980 

In response to a request from the Maryland Historical Trust, on 
December 16, 1980, Harford County Historic Sites Surveyors, Wayne Nield 
and Phillip lord, visit~d a tr.1ct of l<ind locatP-fl .it the c;outhcast corner 
of Old Philadelphia Road and Short Lane (Md. Rt. 715) owned by the Aberdeen 
Industrial Center P.Jrtncrship. Cont.Jincd in tliis area Me the ruins of <:rn 
extensive agricultural complex dating from the late 19th century and early 
20th centuries, once owned by the Mitchell family. The Mitchel ls are 
significant for their associ.:ition with agriculLurc and the canning industry 
in Harford County. 

J.,,' ,r 

Since it is likely that 11J.11rned developrn('11! will r<'quire the demolition 
of this site for an industrial center, we would ask that razing be delayed 
until we can record these older structures. This process would take less 
than a week, and would ensure th.1t an important component of Harford County's 
history ls not lost forever. 

If you have any questions, please do not hc~itate to contact this office. 

GWH:mm 

cc: Aberdeen Town Commisioners 

Very truly yours, 

Guy W. Hager, /\I CP 
Director, Department of 
Pl.J11ni119 and Zoning 

45 SOUTll MAIN s rn11 I I RI l All( MA~YI ANO :J IO l-1 I no I) 11:111 IDXl I u /'} '.lO(X) 
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