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Capsule-Summary

The site of this former farm complex is slated to
lizht industrial varke. There was no recorcabvle fabric left,
were a number of building ruins, indicatingz that this was at
typical large scale farming overation, no doubt connected in
with the canning industry that played such an imvortant role

County's econony.
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DESCRIPTION it s

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED _XORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD “*RUINS  ALTERED __MOVED DATE

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
t Tne recuest ol toe larvlane Jilstoricul ruet, two sites survevors

visited this site in late lLecemoer, 19%.0. & vrief walkinz tour revealed
a number of resiaential arnd azricultural structures, all in azdvanced ctates

ofceterioration or collarse. {0 rmeasuresnents or vhotorranhs were taiien

at this time: loss of sitate funding and time constraints imcosed by the
Jept. of rlanning vprevented any additional visits to zather more information.
This was a larre asriculitural comwlex that has been avandoned for a

nuncer of rears. It occuvies the entire couthwest corner of the intersection

of Cld rnilacelphia ssoad andé sShort Lane. Ifwo balloon fra residences-two
story L=wzlan structures wit: radle end roofs were observed., Jircular sawn

matarials, cut nails and moulcings, as well as the lacxk of larse cookine
fireplaces suggest late 12th century constiruction datesz., Lhese mav have
been tenant houses. they are cota on the verre of total collimpse,

ihere was an oven eguintmoent shoed, constructed by cthe v»ost in around
method, znd incorporating circular sawn materials, wita a modern netal roo”
Jwo small (153'x 25') sheds that avpeared to have been livin; cuarters for
farm worizers were seene ‘hese incorvporated interior orick flues and wvere
built on the zround with no baserment or crawl snace., ailso, tuere .as a

N

single story shed/-arase conbination (15' x 5') that appeared to zave

czen short term housin~z., A large bank barn with a stone foundation hagd
burne< lons vefore this visit, and nothins of rec:rdable value was left.

“he 1964 aerial photogravhs , and the aerial photos from more
current years that are used oy the Harford County Levariment of .laniing
and Jonins show this complex as it waw in those years, 4 better understanding
a

and the size of the comnlex will be had from exzminin-~

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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*ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  _.COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION AW __SCIENCE
—_1500-1599 X AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION _MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING __MuSIC __THEATER
£ _1800-1839 __COMMERCE _EXPLORATIGN/SETTLEMENT  __ PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPGRTATION
—_1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY _POUTICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY
_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

o

Zhe land around the ouildings on this site was still oteinc used
to =row corn when this site was visited in December 1980. low.ver the
area was far fron ceing a farm in the traditional sense of the word. In
fact, this lanc is slated to become an industrial cite on the z2d~e of the
vity of hAverdeen, and may even be annsxed. ouch a conversion underscores
the dramatic shift in landuse and life styles oéﬁrring not only aere, but

in other parts of iarford County. Light industry has revlsced acriculture
in many areas,

Jnfortunately there was no recorcavle fabric lefi at this site.
cowever, it was in all probability a typical large scale farming operation

with 19th century tranvings, including numerous outbuildings.

tiote-no title search done for this site.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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HIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY T~
EElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE . P
Phillip Lord/Wayne Nield Historic Site Surveyors
ORGANIZA N - " DATE T
arford County Depariment of Planning & Zoning January 1981
S " South Main Street TELERIYE- 6000
SHERN ’°‘i§';1 Adr IJIQ}Eland
The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.
The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle —
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J. Thomas Borronger
County Erecutve

December 29, 1980

Mr. Bruce Hegstad, President
Hazleton Systems, Inc.

P.0. Box 700

Aberdeen, Maryland 21001

Dear Mr. Hegstad,

in response to a request from the Maryland Historical Trust, on
December 16, 1980, Harford County Historic Sites Surveyors, Wayne Nield
and Phillip Lord, visited a tract of land located at the southeast corner
of 01d Philadelphia Road and Short Lane (Md. Rt. 715) owned by the Aberdeen
Industrial Center Partnership. Contained in this area are the ruins of an
extensive agricultural complex dating from the late 19th century and early
20th centuries, once owned by the Mitchell family. The Mitchells are

significant for their association with agriculturc and the canning industry
in Harford County.

Since it is likely that planned development will require the demolition
of this site for an industrial center, we would ask that razing be delayed
until we can record these older structures. This process would take less

than a week, and would ensure that an important component of Harford County's
history is not lost forever.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this office.

Very truly yours,

Guy W. Hager, AICP
Director, Department of
Planning and Zoning

GWH:mm

cc: Aberdeen Town Commisioners

45 SOUTH MAIN STRIET / BLL AIR, MARYLAND 21014 / (301) 838 6000 7 879 2000
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