
SUMMARY 

HA-1594 
St. Clair Farm 
4302 St. Clair Bridge Road 
Jarrettsville, Maryland 21084 

This large farm complex has a wide variety of agricultural 
buildings from different periods, and a large 11eclectic 11 style 
dwelling house. One can learn much about the evolution of 
farming processes from an examination of this site. 
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II DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The St. Clair Farm is a splendid example of a 19th-20th century farm complex which 
has undergone an evolutionary transition on farming methods and agricultural building 
needs change. This description is keyed to the site plan, which gives the approximate 
position of each of the 16 structures in the complex. 

The farmhouse faces South West is a 2 story frame gable roof structure with a 
T - Plan. It rests on a rubble stone foundation, has 1/1 windows, and is clad in 
weatherborads. There are two brick chimneys with corbelled caps, centrally located and 
projecting through the ridge. It is best described as being eclectic in style; the house 
serves as a unit onto which various 19th century architectural elements have been grafted. 
The house is approximately 3 bays wide with 2 story swells on the northwest and south-
west (The ends of the T). Notable features of the main elevation are a projecting cross 
gabled center pavilion and a 1 story shed roof porch with turned wooden posts and spindle 
decorative elements supported by decorative brackets. In the 3rd story of the cross 
gable is a triple round arched window with the center window articulated by colored glass 
panes. The gabled peak is finished with cove butt and half circle butt shingles. At the 
peak, there are delicately sawn wooden vergeboards. Below the Palladian window is a 
pair of 1/1 windows with colored glass panes articulating their perimeters. 

The roof 1 ine extends over the cut away portion of the swells at the northwest and 
southeast ends. Large wooden brackets decorate the underside of this overhang. In 
gable ends above the swells, there are round arched Palladian windows and half circl~ 
butt shingles, as well as vergeboards similar to the one on the front of the house. 

On the northwest and southeast sides there are shed roof porches, flanklgg:the 
stem of the T, each with turned columns and decorative wooden spindles. On the south
east side is an oculus and an entrance to the basement. This was more of a work porch 
as evidenced by tables. The northwest was the informal entrance to the house, via 
the kitchen. 

The interior revealed a number of elaborated wooden mantelpieces with sawn wooden 
spindles and decorative ceramic tiles surrounding the openings. The windows in the 
front parlors (in the swells) had interior triple sliding louvered blinds, to regulate 
sunlight and fresh air. 

St. Clair Rutledge, the owner of the property when it was being surveyed, reported 
that this house was built in 1906 (?) and it replaced an earlier house that stood to 
the northwest of the present barn (#15). The farm and house were electrified sometime 
between 1932-1935. 

Outbuildings 

Outbuilding #1 Poultry - Brood house 

A 12 1 1 X 15 1 6 shed roof frame building with 511 tongue and groove siding fixed 
with wire nails (wall heights - Southwest-7'1011 northwest 5'9 11

) 

(See Description Continuation Sheet #1) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The present St. Clair Farm complex contains three generations of domestic farm 
buildings on the same site. Consequently, one can learn a great deal about the evolu
tion of Harford County from the mid 19th century to the present from them. The log 
springhouse remains from the first generation of structures, which also included a log 
barn. The newest buildings include a concrete block equipment shed and a gambrel roof 
dairy barn constructed in 1950 from stock plans. The transition from large to even 
larger scale farming can be seen in this complex as well as the addition of structures 
designed specifically to shelter gasoline driven equipment. 

The dwelling house, a second generation structure, is a magnificent rural interpre
tation of the electic, blending elements of the Gothic Revival and Queen Anne styles to 
~~oduce a very impressive residence. 

Unlike many farms which are being sold in Harford County and subdivided for 
residential units the St. Clair Farm has been recently sold to another farmer, who will 
carry on the traditicn. of dairy farming. As su.ch it is a 11 li.ving 11 document of an agrarian 
community which is over two centuries old. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Description Continuation Sheet #l 

-'-1594 
-C. Clair Farm 
4302 St. Clair Bridge Road 
Jarrettsville, Maryland 21084 

Outbuilding #2 Poultry-brood house 

A 10 1 X 11 1 411 frame shed roof structure with vertical board siding (13-15 11 wide) 
affixed with wire nails (wall heights SW 7 1 911

, NW 5 1 111
). 

Outbuilding #3 Poultry (laying house) 

A modern structure 24 1 X 100 1 with a shed roof, constructed in 2 periods 
(wall heights SW 9 1 511 

- NW 5 1 611
) 

Outbuilding #4 Storage-Original function unknown 

A frame shed roof structure on stone piers measuring 8 1 111 X 14 1 611 with tongue and 
groove siding. (Wall heights SW 7'811

, NW 6 1 111
) 

Outbuilding #5 Meat house 

A gable roof frame structure 9 1 211 square with tongue and groove siding 
(Wal ls 7 1 high, l l 1 to ridge) 

.... tbuilding #6 Woodshed 

A gable roof frame structure 15'2 11 X 10 1 211 with 5 1/2 11 tongue and groove siding. 
(Walls 6 1 10 11

) 

Outbuilding #7 Equipment Shed 

Modern construction, with concrete block piers, 30 1 311 X 60'3 11
, 3 bays wide. It 

contained 5 tractors, l general purpose truck, 2 wagons and hay baler. 

Outbuilding #8 Poultry shed with attached 
Equipment shed 

Poultry section is 14 1 211 X 24 1 on a stone foundation. A 12 1 shed to the NW 
contained a l900 1 s vintage Ford pick up truck. 

Outbuilding #9 Combination crib and wagon shed 

A most intriguing structure, approximately 38 1 X 24 11
, with a gable end roof running 

N-S. At the SW corner, the walls were 12 1 611 high. This is a hewn post and beam structure 
with circular sawn braces pinned at the posts. These are log joists and treepole rafters 
mitred at the ridge. The loft space contained 5 bins for a granary. 

Siding is of 13 11 vertical boards attached with cut and wire nails. The west wall 
bas vents - boards sawn 211 wide with a 111 air space. The northwest vent appears to have 

·en attached with wrought nails. At the southwest is a board and batten personnel door 
constructed with wrought nails. The wagon shed to the east has a slate roof, and contained 
2 horse drawn sleighs at the time of examination. Its interior walls has boards 111 thick 
and up to 24 11 wide. These walls were white washed. 

See Description Continuation Sheet #2 



, ,A-1594 
St. Clair Farm 
4302 St. Clair Bridge Road 
Jarrettsville, Maryland 21084 

Outbuilding #10 

Description Continuation Sheet #2 

Springhouse 

This structure has two distinct periods of construction. The first is a log section, 
13'2 11 X 10'6" on a rubble stone foundation with a slate covered gable roof. The V-notched 
logs are 10 11 -11 11 wide and 611 thick, with fieldstone and mortar chinking in between them. 
The entire structure had been whitewashed. The gable ends are covered with clapboards with 
5'' to the weather. The structure is built into the side of a hill such that the height of 
the south elevation is 9 1 6 11 and the north elevations 5'9". There is an opening in the 
east wall 22 11 X 14 11 with diamond shape wooden bars. The rafters were a mixture of sawn and 
hewn material 3" X 4" notched at the plate. 

The second section is located off the southwest corner and is an attached frame addition 
ll'X6 11 • It is of modern materials attached with wire nails, and contains a brick chimney. 
The log section had numerous farm related artifacts in the loft space over the main room, 
including a corn sheller, crocks, and a sausage stuffer. 

Outbuilding #11 Corn Crib 
.o.,_ 

This structure measures 8 1 611 X 30' 311 and sits on 5 sets of rubble stone piers. 
frame is of post and beam construction with pegs. The rafters are mitred at the peak. 
height of the walls (from sill to plate) is 10'2 11

• It has a gable end roof. 

Outbuilding #12 Wagon Shed 

The 
The 

This structure measures 20 1 611 X 10'6" and rests on 6 posts driven in the ground. It is 
constructed of modern circular sawn wood, and has a gable end roof. The height of the eaves 
is 6' measured from the ground. 

Outbuilding #13 Corn Crib 

This structure is 16' long, and has sloping sides, tapered upward from the bottom 
(5' wide) to the top (7 1 611 at the eaves). The sides are of 411 slats set l" apart. The 
slats and frame are all circular sawn but the frame has mortise and tenon joints. The rafters 
are mitred without a ridgeboard, and there are 3 tie beams running the length of the structure 
attached with 20 penny wire nails. The crib sits on concrete piers. 

Outbuilding #14 Hay House 

This gable roof structure measures 24 1 611 X 30 1 6 11 overall and has walls 16' high from 
the top of the plate to the ground. It rests upon cedar posts driven into the ground, and 
has vertical siding attached with cut nails. The interior revealed hewn posts and circular 
sawn rails, plates and rafters. Wire nails affix the rafters to the plates. The east half 
ci.f both the north and south sides are doors, 14'Xll'6" mounted on roller wheel tracks. Cut 

ils were observed in the sliding door. There is a loading door in the east gable end. 
1nis building has elements of a transitional approach to construction, incorporation, circular 
sawn materials and wire nails with the older post in ground - braced frame method. 

See Description Continuation Sheet #3 



LlJ'-1594 
. Clair Farm 

4302 St. Clair Bridge Road 
Jarrettsville, Maryland 21084 

Outbuilding #15 

!J l- /~·1° [: .. \ : _,,. / 
Description Continuation Sheet #3 

Main Barn Complex 

The oldest section of this complex is a post and beam bank barn, 56 1 611 X 36', extended 
to the south by a series of sheds measuring 49' X 56 1 611 and enlarged by a modern (1950) 
gambrel roof barn to the north measuring 36' X 80 1 811

• 

The bank barn is a 3 bay gable rod structure with a shed roof granary to the west 
beginning at the bier (lowest level), there is a space for cattle defined by whitewashed 
rubblestone walls. At the extreme west end, there are alterations to the stone work. Extreme 
curvature at the south end was observed, where the stonewalls terminate. Puncheons support 
the main floor. 

At drive level, there is a trapdoor leading to the bier, probably cut through after the 
barn was built. Also in this area, large (ll") butt joined horizontally laid boards define 
a grain storage area. A floorboard 21" wide was observed. At the south end of the drive, 
longitudinal bents forming an H pattern, that support puncheons and floorboards forming an 
open loft. 

The roof is supported by treepole common rafters, mitred at the ridge and supported by 
~•Jrl ins. Some of the treepoles have been replaced by vertically sawn pieces. The rafters 

j plates are notched to accomodate one another, and there is a cut spike holding each rafter 
in place. Cut nails were observed in the west gable end bracing as well. The granary on the 
west side is probably an addition. It has vertically sawn rafters tied to the treepole rafters 
with w i re na i ls. 

Outbui !ding #16 Old House Site 

There is nothing re-aining here and even the precise location within the complex is not 
certain. However, St. Clair Rutlledge recalled that there was an earlier house on the farm 
that was demolished in his lifetime. 

Also examined briefly was a tenant house built by St. Clair Rutledge's grandfather, 
which stands just west of the main farm group. It is a 2 story - gable roof structure, 
26' 6 11 X 14' l", resting on a rubble stone foundation. It is 3 bays wide X l bay deep and is 
covered with clapboards. Windowsare 6/6. There is an interior end flue in the west end, and 
a later shed addition is attached at the west. The interiors revealed a l room down, 2 rooms 
up plan, with an enclosed staircase. All materials are circular sawn, attached with wire 
nails. 

We were indeed fortunate to stop and survey this complex when we did, which was shortly 
before Thanksgiving Day, 1980. St. Clair Rutledge, the farmer in residence told us that on 
Thursday, December 18th, the farm equipment etc. would be auctioned off and he would be 
leaving. (See enclosed advertisement) The sale of the land and buildings had already been 
effected by the time we arrived on the scene. Mr. Rutledge planned on taking up residence 
in an apartment somewhere in the county. He didn't seem too concerned, nor did he have much 
~ the way of regret at leaving his work behind him, and entering into the ranks of the retired. 

See Description Continuation Sheet #4 
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Description Continuation Sheet #4 

/_/I -J<.ll I/ 

11/1 JI{ 

Brief conversations revealed certain information about the house and outbuildings. The 
modern bathrooms in the house were not added until circa 1935, when the farm was electrified 

and a pump installed to supply water to the upper floors. Mr. Rutleg§e remembers when cooking 
was done with a large woodfired cook stove. 

Up through the early l960 1 s chickens were raised on this farm for production of eggs. 
There were between 1000 and 1500 laying hens, but when larger chicken farms made this smal 1 
scale operation unprofitable, the hens were sold off. 

Mr. Rutledge revealed that there was a log barn on the site of the newer (1950) gambrel 
roof barn. According to him, it was the same size as the new barn, and had a center drive with 
2 log pens above the main floor was a mow with 3 pens for hay. Mr. Rutledge said there 
were 7 horse stalls and 3 stalls for heifers, and that you could not drive into the barn. 
He also said that he recalled two other log barns in this area. 

When Mr. St. Clair Rutledge's grandfather moved here, the present bank 
barn (#15) and crib and drive (#9) were already here. His grandfather built the hay house, 
cattle shed, and the large corn crib (#14, 15, 11) and brought the smaller crib in from 
somewhere near Jarrettsville (#13). Mr. Rutledge recalled using the sleighs stored in the 

·ib-drive (#9) up through the 1930 1 s and in the 1940 1 s. 

Rocks Station was the closest village to this farm, and Mr. Rutledge recalled hauling 
milk in cans to be shipped via the Maryland and Pennsylvania R.R. into Baltimore. Each farm 
had 2 sets of cans for shipping milk by rail - one set would be picked up as the other was 
being delivered at the station. The milk cans were kept cold by packing them in ice. At 
one time there was an ice house on the St. Clair Farm, and the dimensions were given as about 
14 1 X 14 1 with a 20 1 deep pit. Ice was cut from a nearby creek during the winter, and kept 
over the summer in this ice house. Milk cans were discontinued in the early 1960 1 s, by which 
time milk was shipped via tank truck. 

Mr. Rutledge reported that Rocks had a Post Office, a store, and a dance hall. Just 
about everything needed on the farm was procured in Rocks, or through the MarylandaffdPennsyl
vania R.R. station there. None of the buildings referred to by Mr. Rutledge exist in 1981. 
The railroad ceased its operations in the lower part of Harford County by 1960, and Rocks 
Station was gone. 
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Public Auction 

Complete Farm Dispersal 
Farm Machinery; Hay; Straw; Com; Barley; Corn 

Ensilage; Milk Equipment; Household Goods; 
Mi8c. Tools 

OD 

Thursday, December 18, 1980 
AT9:30A.M. 

The undersigned discontinuing farming will offer 
for sale on the premises 6 miles east of Jarretts
ville via Route 165 turn on St. Clair Bridge road anti 
proceed 1 mile to first farm on left house No. 42251n 
the 4th district of Harford County, Md. (watch for 
arrow siimsl. 

Farm Machinery: Ford 601 tractor w/hydraulic Si 
pt. hitch and Ford loader No. 703 w/2 buckets; Ford· 
501 mower 7' cut 3 pt. hitch like new; Ferguson 20 
tractor w/hydraulic 3 pt. hitch; Ford 1492 mower 7/ 
cut 3 pt. hitch good cond.; Dearborn single row corn 
picker; JD 953 rubber tire wagon w/16' flat bed; 
Ontario 14 disc grain drill; NH t37 baler; NI tractor 
manure spreader; Mayrath 32' hay and grain 
elevator w/motor; IHC ensilage cutter 7150' of pipe;. 
1936 Ford 8 cyl. truck w/hoist and dump bed; Oliver.• 
manure loader; Ford 7' blade; IHC corn binder; dirt 
scoop 3 pt. hitch; JD 2 bottom 14" trip plow 3 pt: 
hitch; JD Killifer disc harrow good cond.; IHC disc 
harrow; platform scales; 2 sets of tractor chains; 2 
top hoist; 2 tractor type circular saws; Quincy air 
compre. x; Harley-Davidson 125cc motorcycle; NI\ 
single row corn sheller; Stihl 050A V chain saw 
w/25" blade; metal hay .rack; small 2 man chain saw;' 
12 volt battery pump; sump pump; battery charger; 
JD power take off air compressor; 200' elec. cord; 
bag cart; weed burner; Sunbeam skill saw; 112" drill;' 
B&D 3/8" drill; 3 ton hydraulic jack; propane torch;: 
drill bits; rubber tire farm trailer; roll of canvas; 
creeper; log chain; ax; ext. cord. 

Hay, Straw, Barley, Ear Corn, Ensilage: Approx. 
3000 bales of mixed hay; approx. 3000 bales of' 
barley, straw and spelty; approx. 6 tons of ear corn;· 
approx. 100 tons of corn . ensilage; approx. 500 
bushels of barley anif spelty mixed. . ' 

Milk Equipment: 2 seamless Surge milk units;• 
strainer; refrigerator; Steward cow clippers; elec. 
dehorners; hand type dehorners; barn radio; inter
com system. 
· Antiques: cherry dropleaf table; iron oval chunk 
stove; oak bureau wlbevelled glass mirror; oak 
ornate high back . double bed; oak washstand; 
dresser w/mirror; 2 oak straight back chairs; 
modern vinyl covered reclining chair. There are 
many items too numerous to mention. 

Not responsible for accidents day of sale . 
. ,unch served. 

Everything sold as is. 

TERMS: Cash or Approved Check 
w/Proper ID · 

St. Clair Rutledge 
Owner 

,~Charles Vf. Shrode• 
~ David W. Shrodn 

,~ AUCTIONEERS 
Phones: 

(301) 692-5667 or 99&-242' • 
. 
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St. Clair Farm 
Rocks, Md . 
Phillip R. Lord 
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St. Clair Farm 
Bocks, Md. 
PbA:llip R. Lord 12/80 
looking Northwest 
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