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ilottemesch Farm ~ite 

;.aP,;nolia, ;.aryland 

Causule-0umi::1arv 

~his farm site has been abanioned for a number of years: in fact 

the main house burned down some time a~o, and the rernainin~ outbuildings 

hav-e been the targets of vandals. ..:.t one time, this was a ty-pical 

family farming operation, and the family was involved in vecetable canning 

to some extent. rhe land is apnarently ~oin~ to become the site of 

residential development, the same thing that has happened to much of the 

surroundin~ farmland in thi~ part of I'-arford County. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Thia site is located at tho northeastern corner of the intersection of 
Magnolia Road (MD 152) and Hanson Road, in the vicinity of Magnolia . This site 
has been abandoned for a number of years, and conseouently the remaining struc
tures have been the target of vandals . Only the day before the site was 
recorded ( 18 January, 1981 ), the fire department had responded to extinguish 
a blaze that consumed the pumphouee . A nearby long time resident of the area , 
N.r . Thomas "Zarl" Hanson (JS a :SS repor ted that the main house "tad burned 
some t·tme ago . 

During a brief examination of the site, the following observations 
were made . 

Main House --only a few charred timbers and the basement walls 
remain here . The house was fairly large, approximately 25 feet wide by 45 
feet deep , with a full basement of f.ieldstone walls . The house was situated 
atop a rise accessible via a lane running east from ~agnolia Boad . The house 
lot was clearly d~lineated by two large evergreen trees, as well as other 
deliberately planted hardwood trees nearby. The house probably faced west. 

To the south of the house were a number of farm buildings, all 
in varying states of disrepair . 

Dairy Barn-- this measures 36 feet wide by 65 feet long, with a 
center drive on the shorter side and 10 windows an til• lon;:": side . It is 
constructed of concrete blocks and has a grunbrel roof . Inside are milking 
stalls. Attached at the northwest corner is a small cinderblock gambrel 
roof shed that held cooling and pumping machinery. This structure typifies 
dairy barn construction from the 191~0 ' s in its architecture and its work 
layout. 

Shed -- measures 14' X 26 ' This building has hetm posts and 
beams , and sills , but the rest of the structure is of modern materials , 
includin~ a cinder block foundation and wire nails. Large mortises were 
visible in the sills, which were lapped at the corners. The older materials 
undoubtedly came from an earlier building on the site . 

Crib -- 7:0 ' X 20 ' 2" This structure · rests on concrete piers and 
is constructed of circular sawn wood, v:i th a metal covered gambrel roof • 
.1."osts are 611 X 611 and cross pieces are 4 11 .X. 411 • There is a 1 11 airspace 
bet.teen theboards of the floor and the exterior walls . 'fhe latter are of 1 11 X 
1011 material. 'rhis buildin6~ had been badly damaged by fire . 

Pumphouse-- . 9 ' X l i ' ~" This building burned , leaving only 
the foundation and some framework . Apparently, all framing was circular 
sawn, with rnortise and tenon joints at the corner posts . Cut nails were 
found in the rafter ends . The founda tion was of brick. 

Equiptment shed -- This stands north of the house and was 
of modern materials f all circular s~wn framing with a metal roof . There are 
4 open bays, which face south . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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-'his former farm complex , still surrounded by producing corn fields , 

is slated to become the site of a residential development . This has been a ~ 

com on trend in this area (greater Edgeuood- agnolia) , !:!S w~ll au other o.;.rts 

of Harf ord County, w ich is an accurate reflection not only on the economic 

pressures bearing on twentieth century farmers , out of changing land uses 

as Hell . 

Examining the buildings in their state of dis- repair tells us little 

('t except that this was a typical evolutionary farm site . The transition 

in outbuilding construction from frame/post and beam to cinder block was 

ooserved, indicating a desire on the part of the farm manager to modernize 

and keep abreast of changing farming/dairying methods . It is ironic that the 

stylish gar:ibr'3l roof barn is now itself somewhat o:.itmoded , havinc- fri.llen 

victim to technological changes in less than 50 years . The same could be 

said of the re.latively small family farming operation as well . 

According to one lifelong resident of the area, }~s . Blanche 

Fletcher (HA-1570) , the Flottemesch family once ran a canning factory here , 

and brought in people from Baltimore City (via the Pennsylvania Railroad) 

to work during the peak season . It is difficult in 1981 to even imagine 

such things occurrine anymore : that way of life has vanished as certainly 

as these old farm buildings . 

NOTE-
No photos or slides available . See the Harford County Planning 

Department aerial photos in the Zoning Office for pictorial 

reference . 

Title search n9t done at this time . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Cod e of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-14 38 
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