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Alexander Demby House
Dembytown xoad

The slexander Demby house was built oy members of the Denby
family, who were disvlaced when the rederal Government took over

their homeland on the Gunpowder ieck, south of liagnolia ( today

Ldgewood = 4PG ). It is a plain but well constructed and spacious

residence that has as its most notable feature, heavy log joists
supporting the first story floor. It ies abandoned, and will

proonably be demolished in the near future,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
ihe Alexander Temby douse is located on a dirt lane running east fronm

Dembytown road, about 1/10 north of the intersection with Irimble .ocad. .hen
visited in liovember 1900, the house was uninhabited and used for storage. T[he
house 8its to the rear (east) of a lot containing a mobile nome. b

This two story frame gable roof dwelling measures ZZ'2" wide by 27'2"
deep, and faces west, with the roof ridge running north-south. The house has
an L-plan with three rooms up ana three .down. A4 one story shed roof porch
\O' deep) is attached at the west elevation, and is supworted oy plain wooden
vosts. ihe roof and the porch have asphalt shingle roof coverings. .ihe
exterior is covered with asbestos shingles but underneath this, vertical planks
putted at their seamswere observed., s1ll1 windows are Z/Z pane douole hung sashes,
zxterior trim .is pdain 4" boards around windows anca doors, and at the rakepoards,
+here is a sligat vrojection of the roof at tne eaves, accomplished oy extending
the roof sheathinzg about 10". ihe house is raised approximately lc'' above
grade and rests on concrete block piers. wxamination of the orenrn crawl space
revealed log joists, which arefinished on one side only. .here is a brick
chimney with a simple coroelled cap rising ircm tae ridge in the north bay of
the west elevation. at the east elevation \rear of the ell, is another
interior flue of concrete olocke.

ihe house 1is tnree bays wide at the west elevation {(front) with
window-door-window arrangenment. st tne north side (two bays, there is a
agouble window ana a sinzle window to light the two varlors., <The south
elevation is blind, as are both gable ends,

the interior is divided by a vartition running east-west., <1here are two
rooms to the north, well 1lit by windows, and each with a stove flue. .he
south room contains an enclosed stairway to the second floor, attached to the
south wall. ihe wall enclosing the stairway is of 5" tonzue and groove panelling
in imitation of 2}k" V-grooved boards., irirst floor door and window trim is
plain, and the walls were papered.

‘he second floor duplicates the first floor plan, except that only the
east room of the north side has a flue ovening. ‘alls are of 9" wide
vertical planks, rabetted at their edges. iloors throughout are 5 tongue and
zroove type.

there is no access to the attic. lowever, circular sawn rafters
were observed. sside from a small one story shed aadition at the southwest
corner, which sinelters a porch, there is no evidence of any significant
.changes to this house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

she alexander Jemby house is one of the original structures in the
early ~Uth century 3lack community of Lembytown. <uch a building can teach
us a great decal about the clack experience in ilarford County, an aspect of
local history too often overlooked., Architecturally, it is a plain but well
constructed residence that utilizes modern sawn materials, but relies on
large log joists to support the first story floor. +The house may be
derolished in the oummer of 1lvyol, according to the rresent owners,

uistory

In 1417, the rederal Jovernment took over most of .arford County's
coastal area for use as a military reservation. Ihis annexation included the

-~ sunpowder .eck, south of ..agnolia, the area today known as the .dgewood

arsenal - ArG. woome of the .lack families displaced bty the takeover,
including the vempbys, purchased small vparcels of land from voshua ..ammond,
znd settled in the area now referred to as Lembytown. <1he bembys, Cnarles
and his brotuer yilliam, purchased land to the south, near Jrimble .oad,
wnile tne Gilverts purcnased land to the north. Although land records
indicate that this house stands on ground purchased by Charles and Jennie
Lemoy in 1917, the older residents of LUembytown all refer to it as the
"Alex Demby Housell, ithout additional oral interviews with these older
people, it is not possible to sather the necessary information to
reconstruct the earlier cays of this community. Little written material
exists concerning the plack experience in ilarford County.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EB1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME ZTITLE Phillip Lord Historic sites ourveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE

narford County Planning and zZoning bept. april 19¢l
STREET & NUMBER TELEFHONE

45 gouth iain Street 301=879~-2000 ext. 207
CiTY OR TOWN STATE

Bel Air maryland

The Marylan< Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Marylarnd Legislature, to ke found in the
Annotated Code of Marvlana, Articie 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Title Search
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Alexander Demby House

Tax Map 69 - Parcel 5

GRG 364/151

JAR 155/462

JAR 147/308

September 5, 1951

August 9, 1917

April 29, 1915

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Jennie B. Demby, widow
Alexander and Blanche Demby
4.6 acres

Joshua and wife, Augusta Hammond
Charles and Jennie Demby
10-1/100 acres

Charles H. Carter, Trustee
Joshua Hammond
Public sale of 327 1/2 acres for
$2,500.00 as a result of equity
case decision.
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A. Demby House
Dembytown, Md.
Phillip R. Lord 11/80
Northwest
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A. Demby House
Dembytown, Md.
Phillip R. Loxrd 11/80
Southeast




