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rresbury Frame House

Gravelly #£ill, lic.

Capsule~summary

This is one of the olcer surviving houses in the small
black community of Gravelly ¥ill, It is currently abandoned,
In scale and plan, it resemobles rural vernacular dwellings

found elsewhere in Iarford _ounty.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Presbury House is located on the north side of 4124 Gravelly Hill Road.
It is a two story frame residence that faces south, and it has a gable end
roof(ridge runs E-W) and an L-plan. The house rests on fieldstone piers and
is theee bays wide by one bay deep, with a 1) story ell to the north that
is one bay by one bay. Un the south fagade, there is a center entrance, and
a one story shed roof porch supperted by plain square posts. The house is
covered with asphaly shingles in #mitation of brick, but under this covering
on the south, beaded horizontal tongue and groove planks were observed.
Vertical planks were observed on the other three elevations. Windows on the
first story are 6/6, and 3/ on the second story. There are brick chimneys
in the west end of the main block and the north end of the ell,

The interior was not accessible; howeverit would appear that the plan is
a one room down and one or two room up, so typical of rural vernacular residences,

lNote-no measurements or floor plan done
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"« The Presbury House is one of the older surviving residences in the Gravelly

Hill community.

Like most other black residences constructed in the late

12th and early 20th centuries, it is relatively plain and straightforward in
plan, and is not unlike residencee constructed by and for rural whites of the

same period.

However, not enough research and field work has been done in

Harford County (as of 6-8l) to be able to draw specific conclusions about
Due to the fact that many of
these older homes are inadequate by twentieth century standards, they have

regional blaclt architectural characteristics.

been abandoned and are in deteriorating condition.

The possibility exists

that they will quietly vanish without ever having been adequately recorded.
Gravelly Hills is apparently one of Harford County's older discrete

?_plack settlements,.

this area.

PIn fact, archival research (see 26/151 Harford Co. Land Rec.)
thowsthat there were land transactions between whites and blacks in 1842 in
As of December 1980, the village still has a number 6f older

residents who have distinct memories about the past (social life, family life,
farming, schools, and churches). While much has been written about theWlll
white experience in Harford County, little is known, and even less is documented
abput the black role here, More work in the f@ravelly Hills area, including
oraltaping sessions, examination of personal memorabilia, as well as detailed
recording of the remaining buildings would ensure that a vital part of Harford's
local history would not be forgotten.

Note- no title search done for this proverty,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




A1
B MA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES NA=1413

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

HJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

UISTALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY _ ; —\;
EElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE X
Phillip Lord/iiayne lNield fHistoric Site Surveyors
ORGANIZATION % A < DATE :
Harford County lepartment of FPlanning and Zoning June, 1961
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHSH% 3
45 South Main Street . A5=-5000
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Bel Air Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Presbury House HA-1613
Gravelly Hills, Md.
Phillip Lord 12/80
Southwest elevation







Presbury House HA=1613
Gravelly Hills, Md.
Phillip Lord 12/80
Southeast elevation




