
'.~rc~-relly ~~ill, __ c_. 

'...:apsule-.:;ummary 

lhis is one of the older survivins ~esi~ences in che snall 

alac~ co~~unity of ~avelly Hill, located west o~ Javre de ]race. 

This relatively s~all house is ~istin1uis~ed ~y a lar~e cross 

~able on its ~ain facade, a comoon architectonic device on 

vernacular (wellin~s of the 19t~ and even c:th century. 
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HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
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Gravelly Hill ~oad 
CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

,,a vre de Grace 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

X..BUILDINGIS) 4-PRIVATE XuNoccuP1ED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 
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_BEING CONSIDERED 
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NAME 
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_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_ VICiNITY OF 

1:1LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF :JEEOS, ETC ;;o.r ford Coun. ty :.:ourthouse 
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_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 
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STATE 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 
x 

_UNALTERED 

., ' 

CHECK ONE 

::_ORIGINAL SITE 

r, 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

::ic_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_ALTERED _MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

-.:he ~.ishop ·ouse is locateG. on tiE: nort'.: sicie oi' ~ravelly ,-,ill c<oad and 
fac.es south. it is a two .story frane structure hit;1 a gaole en(~ roof run:·'!ing 
east-·.·;est), anc it rests on a rulLlestone :ou~d« tion. Al though re: la ti vely 
nc-,_r:-ow across the soutJ:: ·.=l·ev:J-:ion, it is four oays wide a!lc has a -~ro:...~L:ent 

c~oss sable ocroas t~e t~o ~icidle bays. lhe house is one oay deep and. has a 
t'i!O oay deen e~-'- that is b:o bays wide, or half c:h·.c 1::iC.th of the ho ~se. ·:;:'here 
are t~o front doors l2n~ anc third oays) on the so·:t~ eleva!ion. .indows 
are -~;11. .c later one stor.-' s'.ieci :-oof porcn~ extends across the south elevat::.:::n. 
;he house is clad ~ith a variety of uodern matc:rials, ~rimarily asuhal~ shinsles 
ii: imitation of uricl:. .=owe'.'er, wooden drop sidin · "';as ocserv,:d on the north 
wall underneath the later nate:-ial •. 1:lere are two ~)ric:-~ c1:lir:m-eys; one i:: t:1e 
center of the main bloc>, and one in t!-le no~·th end of the ell. It '.Jas not 
nocsible to view trie interior at this time. ~hs house is Dresently abandoned, 
and there arc no ao:iarcnt plans f'or o..rc.y :'.'c::nov::.ti~n ·.:or'::. 

I;ote-no r.:eaGurei::ents or floor plan done as of ~-0/l)-'l 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 
_1900-

_Jl,RCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC 

~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_ _AGRICULTURE 

~RCHITECTURE 
~RT 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EX PLO RATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_sc;ENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

)(sOCiAUHUMANITAR:AN 

_THEATER 

__ TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER I SPECIFY) 

;he __ ishop ~ouse is one of the older surviving residences in the Gravelly 
.iill corr,.:.mni ty. :,_,ike most ot:1er blac'.': reseidences constructed in the la.ta 
l~th or early ~;th century, it is relatively plain and straig:tforward in plan, 
and is not unlike rosi~ences constructed by and for rural whiteR of the 
~<:-r.1e -;:ieriod. '.'.owever, not eno·:r-'.1 research ar.d field Hor'.: has oe ~n c:one in 
c~arfo:-cl ,_;aunty (as o~· .::,-1 :~l) to be able to O.ra· ... · s;:-:ecific concluEio:;;.s about 
.::-e:~ional i.:.·lac'..: architect;1ral cl-iaracte:ris-:ics. 1·:uc to the fact t'.1at. Elany of 
these olner homes are inadeauate t:>y "t\-.1entieth centJry standarciE, they have been 
abandoned and are in deterioratin~ condition. ihe possibility exists that they 
will auictly vanish ~itho~t ever havin~ ocen adeauately recorded. 

~ravel_y ~ills is a uar:ntl: ons of .ar:ord 8ounty's older oiccrete 0lac~ 
rs et tleiaents. :.:n fact, archival re search : see .::::6/151 :-::arforc .:.,o. :L,and ":ecords) 

ho~s that there were land transactions ~etween whites and blac~s in 1~42 in 
~his aro~<. ,.s of .ecenber,l: 0J, the villa,~e <.till has a numoer of older 
residents who have distinct ~e~ories ubout t .e past (social life, fanily life, 
:arninr;, schools and churches,'. ..hile :.mch has -..ie:::n written c;.oout the white 
experience in :arfor6 Go•nty, little is ::nown, ~n~ even less is doca3ented, aoout 
trie blacks role here. .or2 wor~ in the Jr~velly ·.ille area, including oral 
tapin,: secsions, 8Xa::,ination of c;ersonal r::e.:·,oraoilia, a.c · .. ell as cetailec 
recorGin; of trie re::aining builci.in~;s ·,,ould ensure that a vital nart o: 
~arford's local history would not oe for~ot~en. 

~ote-no title search done on this property. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNl:Y BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME 'TITLE 

rhillip .uord/ .ayne ":ield -- . t . i_is oric ;:;i te 0urveyors 
ORGANIZATION CATE 

:~arford :ounty 1Je~artme1:t of i lannin - a.:id .,onin:; 
-------~-------------~ STREET & NUMBER TE:..EPHONE 

'~7 0outh .ain .::.trect 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislat~re, t~ be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 18l KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for info~mation 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 26 7-14 38 

PS- 1 IOS 







Bishop llouae HA- 1614 

Gravelly Hills , ~d . 

Phillip Lord l?/Go 

South elevation 





Bishop House HA- 1614 

Gravelly Hills , Ld. 

Phillip Lord 12/80 

Northwest elevation 


