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SMITH CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH 1870
Churchville Road near Aldino Road
Churchville

Semi-public

Smith Chapel was named in memory of Col. William Smith, the commander
of the Harford County regiment in the War of 1812. Built on the
Smith property, the present building appears to date from 1870. The
adjacent cemetery contains the Smith family graves and those of
several other families, dating as early as 1804. The area at the
intersection of Churchville and Aldino Roads in the late 19th century
was a village called Enterprise on the 1878 Atlas map.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Smith Chapel Methodist Church is a small country church with
brick veneer and a square bell tower over the entrance. Greatly
altered on the exterior, the church structure dates from 1870
and is located on the west side of Churchville Road near the
intersection of Aldino Road.

The church consists of the original auditorium with an ad-
jacent bell tower with entrance and foyer in its base. A 20th
century addition is located on the south side of the original
section. This room has a modern folding door between it and the
main sanctuary, providing educational use or extra congregational
seating as necessary. The structure of the original section and
tower is probably frame, but brick veneer has been applied during
the 20th century. The belfry was probably originally open, but
it is now enclosed in aluminum siding.

The2enttance is protected by a small porch. The windows are
early 20th century stained glass and are evenly spaced in four
bays along the north side of the main section. The east elevation
has four windows with a pair in the center flanked by two single
openings. A modern metal cross is suspended in the gable. The
roof of both the main section and the bell tower is modern compo-
sition material. A small marble cornerstone in the northeast
corner is inscribed "Smith Chapel Methodist Church 1857, 1870,
1920, 1960."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Smith Chapel was named in memory of Col. William Smith, the
commander of the Harford County regiment (42nd Maryland Militia)
in the War of 1812.* Built on the Smith property, the present
building appears to date from 1870. The adjacent cemetery contains
the Smith family graves and those of several other families, dating
as early as 1804. The area at the intersection of Churchville and
Aldino Roads in the later 19th century was a village called Enter-
prise on the 1878 Atlas map. The church was the spiritual and
geographic center of Enterprise.

*The regiment was organized about 1813 with Col., Smith commanding.
He called out the regiment on July 14, 1814 and the unit served
as a reserve force in the attack on Baltimore by the British
General Ross. The militia disbanded in 1825. Smith died of a
stroke on Dec. 17, 1835 and was buried on his farm. In April
1836, several prominent county residents took part in a Masonic
eulogy at the grave.
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Janet Davis, MHT/SHA Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE

Md. Historical Trust September 24, 1981
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

21 State Circle (301) 269-~2438
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Annapolis MD 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 K2,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for infecrmation
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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