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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Dating from the eighteenth century, the Wright House is a frame house 
rreasuring approxinately 18~ by 38 feet, three bays in length, one room in 
depth, one and one-half stories in height, with a garrbrel roof; shed-roofed 
p:>rches extend across each long (east and west) facade. A one-story shed.-
roofed wing stands against the north end. Exterior walls are covered with asbestos 
shingles arrl roofs are rovered with asphalt shingles. 'Ihe p:::>rches are enclosed, 
largely with windows. 'Ihe northerly half of the west p:>rch has been extended 
to form arother rc:x:xn. Fbrch ceilings are covered with random-width beaded 
l::oards indicating the p:>rches to be early if not original to the house. 

A brick chimney with two flues rises internally at the south end of the 
house, its first story fornerly exFQSed, nearly flush with the siding (and 
now rovered unifonnly with asbestos shingles). An:>ther brick chirmey rises 
externally against the north gable, its first story exFQSed within the shed.
roofed wing at that end. The rough and unfinished character of· that -brick
v.ork does not suggest that it was rreant to be exp:::>sed to"viewing or the 
weather; either a utilitarian room -:perhaps the present wing or an earlier 
one not unlike it- where appearances and weather were unimp:>rtant, or a 
frame::l chi.nmey breast enclosure within a rrore finished room- rrM rnissing-
alw-ays existed here. There is m fireplace facing north and the stack a.J::ove 
.xmtains but one flue. 

Tho shed-roofed do:r:rrers, each with 6/6 sash, are in roth the east and 
west roofs. 

Princi:pctl entrances are in the middle bay of the east and west facades, 
slightly south of center, an:i a large 6/6 window is in each of the flanking 
bays, except for the west facade's north bay where a door gives access to the 
room which has replace::1 the p:::>rch there. · 

'lhe east door is in place but the west door has been renoved, stored 
el sewhere on the premises. The east door is of six fully-raised panels, lined 
inte:rnally with vertical beaded roards fastened to the stiles and rails of 
the paneled door with rose-headed wrought nails. I.ong strap hinges and driven 
pintels remain in use but the large rlln. lock has been replaced with a late 
nineteenth century one. Pintels remain at the west door, indicating its 
former similarity. 

In the south gable a six-light casement lights the stairwell in the serond 
story, in the southeast rorner of the house. 

A dcx:>r is in the east end of the :rx::>rth wing and t\..o 6/6 windows are in 
its north side. 

Internally each story is divided into ~ rooms, the southerly one being 
the larger, occupying t\..o bays and containing the principal entrances. 

See rontinuation sheet *l 



·m No. ;J-3::~ 
•V 10-"'4) 

Ul\iTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N - L.lONAL REGISTER OF IIlSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

Grif f.i:G.'1. Eouse 
Aberdeen, 

CONTINUATION SHEET .Marylarrl ITEM NUMBER 7 

DESCRIPTION ( oontinued) 

HA-llo3 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 

PAGE 1 

In the seoond story a hall leads from the staircase in the southeast corner 
to the north room, its area subtracted from the south room. 

'Ihe south end wall of the south room is fully paneled while other walls 
are plastered, with basel:oard arrl chair rail. 'Ihe ceiling is plastered. 
'Ihe upp:r rails of the :paneling are dramatically out-of-level, sloping down 
fran the centered chimney area and they apparently were built to that condition; 
rails at alx>ut chair rail height and lx>ttom rails are approximately level. 
Panels are fully raised and quirked ovolo nnldings are integral on stiles and 
rails, a profile characteristic of the late eighteenth century. 

A large cavetto backhand surrounds the large fireplace; it is flanke:i 
by plain pilasters sup:i;:orting fluted blocks in the frieze, rratching a similar 
but wider center block in the frieze. An extended bed-rcolding sup:i;:orts a 
shelf with a cavetto nnlded edge. Al:::ove the mantel there is IX> paneling and 
the chimney breast is plastere:i. 

J 

West of the chimney is a large closet with a single six-panel door, 
fo::rerly hung on HL hinges, row replaced with butts. East of the chimney is 
the staircase, enclosed an:i winding, to the sea:md floor. Several straight 
st=ps, with:mt a rail, lead up to a six-panel door, its head at the ceiling. 
Its pla"'le is slightly forward or rx>rth of the chimney and closet :paneling 
to the west and an area of paneling, containing a four-panel door to the closet 
be::eath the stair, is set on a slight angle to neet the plane of the staircase 
do=r. 

'Ihe.."'e is no cornice. 'Ihe top wall plates project into the rooms, encased, 
~ the oorner fQSts project into the stairway and closets. Posts flanking 
th: two exterior doors are case:i with beaded boards and a pair of fully-raise:i 
pc::els £ills the space alx>ve the door, all slightly forward of the plastered 
su:faces elsewhere. An ovolo backhand applied to the fQSt casing and to the 
~in; alx>ve trims the door. 

'Ihe beade:i chair rail has an ogee nnlding sup:i;:orting a plain b::>ard cap, 
i~ exp:;se:i edge simply rounde:i. 

'Ihe windows probably are enlarged from the original: their sills are below 
th: ~ rail, their panes are oonsiderably larger than the 8"x10" panes 
~?-cal of the p:riod and their plain trim with raked head all indicate a 
la-:2.r date. Irregularities in the glass suggest that these changes are not 

Se= oor:-...inuation sheet #2 
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In the stud and plastered partition separating the tw::> ro::>rns of the 
first story is a six-paneled door slightly east of center. '!be architrave trim 
has an ovolo backhand and all elements match comparable \'Ork elsewhere in the 
room. Fbnnerly hung on wrought HL hinges, the door is n::M hrmg on butt hinges. 

Architectural embellishment of the north room is simple: there is neither 
paneling IDr chair rail; the mantel consists of plain pilasters supp:>rting 
an unrrolded frieze o:mtaining a single panel with an "X" raise, topped with 
a plain shelf supp::>rted by a vertical echinus rrolding, all suggestive of the 
1840's or 1850's. 'Ihe window is trimred as described in the south roam. 
'Ihe door to the west room (described al:ove as an extension of the p:>rch) is 
of four unrrolded panels but its architrave surround has an ogee~th-astrigal 
'l:lackband, suggestive of ca. 1815-1830. 'Ihe six-panel door leading to the north 
ling is typical of the earlier v.ork described in the south room but it is 

row hung upside down. Its head is dramatically out-of-level, recalling 
similar conditions in the south room. · 

'Ihe interior finishes of the north wing and west wing (or extended 
porch)are plain. , 

In the second story a short section of rail encloses the stairwell ab::>ve the 
triangular lower steps, toward the east. 'Ihe plain square newel supp:>rts a 
plain square rail, its rounded errl projecting slightly beyond the newel. 
Balusters are plain, square. 

'Ihe south room has a small fireplace with an architrave surroung matching 
door trim throughout the house. A small closet west of the chimney has a 
six-panel door, like the doors to l:oth_IOOfCIS fran the hall, all retaining 
their wrought HL hinges. 

'Ihe north room has ID fireplace. 

The attic is inaccessible and there is ID cellar. 

All outbuildings are of the twentierth centm:y. One, ab:>ut ninety feet 
IDrth of t..'ie house and approximately aligned with it, has a stone-walled 
cellar with an east-west dimension less than that of the frame structure al:ove, 

->ccessible via a stone-walled stairwell within the outbuilding, entered through 
door in the east facade at the southeast corner. It was probably 

a root cellar or an ice house, originally. 
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'Ihe Wright House was the dwelling of a noderately successful eighteenth 
centux:y famer or planter. Its frame c:x:mstruction, its garnbrel roof, its 
:i;x:>rches and its interior detailing are all typical of Maryland's eighteenth 
century tidewater architecture. 

It is strikingly similar to Poplar Hill (listed on the National Register), 
although srraller: Poplar Hill contains tv.u rooms sep:rrated by a hall with an 
open straight staircase while the Wright House contains tv.u rooms, an en
closed winding staircase and ro hall. 'Ihe earliest ownership histories of 
the ~ houses are similar and they stand on opi;osite sides of a very early 
-='lad, a little nore than a mile apart. 

M:Jst of Harford's County's tidewater lands are within the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds (and F.dg~ Arsenal, DCM administratively a part of A.P .G.) • 'Ihe 
Wright House is between this large military reservation and the industrial 
develoµrent lying along nearby US-40, like Poplar Hill, on a virtual p::>eket 
of unchanged farmland. '!be rorridor rontaining US-40 and the Penn-central 
Railroad (and these tv.o historic structures) is slated for industrial developnent. 

While the Wright House has seen SJme superficial change, rrost of its 
details remain, even if hidden by nodei:n finishes, and as the house is untouched 
by the rrodern restorer, its details of all periods are wb:>lly honest, identifiable 
and believable. 

'Ihe Wright House and surrounding acreage was part of the 1547-acre tract 
called Cranberry Hall which was owned by John Hall (1658-1737), one of the 
first settlers in Harford a:mnty. The land was passed from one generation to 
an::>ther. It is likely that the elder Hall's grandson John, wb:> received the 
tract in 1742, nay have built the Wright House. Uf:on his death in 1779, the 
land was left to his sons, F.dward and John Beadle. 'Ihe Wright House lies on 
that :i;x:>rtion of land left to John Beadle. Ufx>n John Beadle Hal.l's death, he 
left one-sixth of his estate to his daughter Martha, and from a search of the 
land transactions, it is evident that the house was located on the land that 
she received. 

'Ihe Halls were a prominent family in Harford County histo:cy. It is likely 
.3.t :rrany of the Hall family lived on the Cranberry Hall tract. Both Poplar 

dill arrl the Wright House are sw:viving examples of the dorrestic architecture 
on this large estate. John Hall, who died in 1779, was one of the comnissioners 

See continuation sheet #3 
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aPfQinted to buy land. to build a courthouse and prison for newly-formed 
Harford Cotmty in 1773. John Beadle Hall served the cotmty as a nanber of 
the mili ti.a during the Am:rican Revolution. He was second Lieutenant of 
Conpany #1, authorized by the duly elected War Corrmittee of the County, and. 
later saw action in the skirmish of White Plains, New York where General 
Howe and General Washington's forces met. Harford County sent a battalion 
of ~militia companies to assist the Continental Anny. John Beadle Hall 
was captain of one of these cn1r.-.?a ri i.es. 
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Fo:rmm, Henry Charrl.lee. Farly M:l.ror and Plantation Houses of Maryland. 

Easton, .M::l. : By tfu Autli3r, 1934 • Page 131, Dr. FbIITBll rotes this 
as t:OO Griffith lbuse, and his ftlotograph, probably ca. 1932, from 
the southeast, sh::Jws the rouse before the addition of asbestos shingles 
and before t:OO enclosing of the :p::>rches. 
See cnntinuation sheet i4 
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Sit" 
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Objoct 0 :::J Being Considered 
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0 Park D Transpor tation D Comments 0 
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4. OWl'fER OF PROPERTY 
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s. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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STREET ANO NUMBER: 

40 s. MA.:.J ST. 
STATE CODE 

MARYLAND 
APPROXIMATE ACR£AGE OF" NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

6. ~eP-RHEN'.tATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
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C. _. Excellent OJ Good 0 Fair 0 D•teriorot•d 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 
INTEGRITY < ~~eek One) I (Check On•) 

Altered LJ' , Unolter.d O Moved 0 _--.--. -~~ 
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fl· SfGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Ch•cl< One Ot Mot• •• Approprlare) 

Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century 0 
15th Century 0 17th Cent ury 0 

Gc~ntury J3> 
19th c:nt ury 0 

SPECI Fl c 04 TEis> (11 Appllcebl o •nd Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checl< On" or More •• Approprlere) 

Aboriginol Educotion 0 Politicol 0 
P rehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/ Phi-

H storic 0 Industry 0 losophy 0 
Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 0 
Art 0 Landscape Sculpture 0 
Commerce 0 Architecture 0 Saciol/Humon· 

Communications 0 Literoture 0 ltarlan 0 
Canservotion 0 Military 0 Theater 0 

Music 0 Transportotion 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ( Include Pereoneae•. Dares, Evenra, Ere.) 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

t ;IJJ'L J~ /tr lk~tf/{i- tur:&- Jfi Juul 1110 

JO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L.ATITUOE ANO 1..0N<ilTUOE COORDINATES 0 

l.ATITUOE ANO 1..0NGITUOE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGl..E l..OCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OP 1.ESS THAN C?N~ ACRE 

CORNER 1..ATITUOE l..ONGITUOE 1...ATITUOE l..ONGI TUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 ' . 0 . 0 ' . 0 . . 
NE 0 ' . 0 ' . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW 9 . . 0 ' . 

l..IST Al.I. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL.APPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE& CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

111. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO TITl..E: 

ING JEAN ~ E\f -· ORGANIZATION lDATE 

MA:-\\'Lf.Nr:l I : ,.. r .c 1: :JS r .J. -

STREET AND NUMBER: 

~o ...,iAfC:: ClRCLE 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

ANN APO!...!:._. l~ARYL/-NO 

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated Stale L1a1son Officer for lhe Na-

uonal Historic Preservation Acl of 1966 (Public Law 
1 herebv certify lhal this property is included in the 

89-6b5), 1 hereby nominate this properly for inclusion Nationa I Register. 

in the Nattona I Reg1sler and cerl1fy that it has been 

evaluated according to lhe criteria and procecll res set 

Corlh bv the Nullonal Park Service The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

level or significance or thlS nom1nat1on is: 

National 0 State D Local 0 

Date 

N .. mc 
ATTl£ST: 

T11Je 

Keeper of The National Register 

'D1<le Date 
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